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The publieatxon of the Official Records of the Umon and Confederate
navies in the war of the rebellion was begun November 1, 1894, by the
Navy Department under authorlty of an act, of Oongress approved -
J uly 31, 1894, The plan of pubhoetion adopted by the Department
for' the eompxlation mcludes only the use of such materxal as may be
certified to be coutemporaneous naval records of the war,, wluch xs
drnded mt‘o three series, in ‘the following order of arrangement »

"I The first series embraces the reports, orders, and eorrespondence,

« both leon and Oonfederate, relatmg to all naval operatxons on the
Atlantic and Gulf coasts and mlend waters of the Umted Sta.tes durmg
the war of the rebelhon, together with the operatxons of vessels acting _
eingly, either as cruisers or prrvateers, in dlﬂerent parts of the world -
These reports are accompanied by oecasxonal maps and. dlagramsa K

In tlns series the papers are arranged according to squedrons and
ﬁomlles, ehronologlcally, and,.as far as posslble, the Union reports of

any events are immediately. followed by the (Jonfederate reports
1L The second series embreces the 1eports, orders, and correspond
ence relating to—
1, The condltion of the Union Navy in 186‘1 before the commence
ment of" hostrllties, and to, its increase during the progress of tlxe
war, including the annual and speelel reports of the Secretary of
‘the Navy and chiefs of the various bureaus,
2. The construction a.nd’outﬂt of the Confederate. N evy, melnd
ing privateers, setting forth also the annual and special reports of
the Oonfederete Secretary of the Nevy and clnefs of bureaus. - PN

8, Statistleal dat.e of ell vessels, Umon and Oonfederete, 88 fa.r :
es can be obtained .

4, Returns ot‘ nevel and militery propcrty eaptured by the navies
iof both sides durlng the WAL,

B, Oorresnondenee releting to naval nrisoners. , -

'I‘his series is also arranged ehronologxcally in each of the above see

tlons as fa.r a8 pmticable. SRS R
x
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III 'I‘he third seriee embraeee ell reporte, ordere, eormpondenee,
end returns of the Union and Confederate a.uthorities not specially
* relating to the matter of the firat and second series. |
'f-It is the mtention of the Department to introduce throughout the
olumee of the diﬂ'erent series illustrations of each class or type of ves-
" nels referred to, in order to preserve the identity of these ships as they
L actnelly eppeered during the war. These cuts have been reproduced
}‘?Leither from photogmphe of the vessels’ themselves or from oerei'ully'
. prepared drawings made from ofﬁcxal sources.

. Much f"diﬂieulty has been found in coilectmg ‘the reeords, for while
the oﬂiela.l reports of eommanders of ﬂeets and of vessels: aeting singly
- ave on file in the Na avy Departmeut it is found that the eorreepondence
f’ﬂwbetmn ﬂag officers and their subordmates is frequently mlsemg.'
- Wlthout thls sqnadron eorrespondence the histormel value of the work
wonid »neeeeeanly be meomplete and the Department therefore, ha.e.
epered no 'pains to secure the letter books and papers of the chief
. actors on ‘both sides. Theee pepers have for the most part been obtained,
and they have beeu eoplousiy used m the eompilation of the work. »

»»»»»»

 istobb reg'retted, however, that the Oonfedemte Tecords are not equally
: 'eomplete, due to the great dlﬂieulty found i m collectmg them, and also
. ta the fact that 8 iarge part of the archives of the Oonfederate Navy
,fDepertment was burned at the ‘close of the war. Frequent careful
~ pearches throughout various ‘parts’ of the country, conduoted by a

o epemel agent of the Department, have brought to hght many duphca.tes

- of these papers,‘found among ‘the personal files of participants Itis
hoped ‘that the pnblicatiou wnll revive the interest of the participants
V;in the ‘events referred to and lead them to brmg to the notice of the
Department the whereabouts of any pepers bearmg npon naval oper
' atione in the civil war of which they may have knowledge.
"~ 'The second volume of the records (Series I, vol. 2), which has been
recently pnblished by the Department, narrates the operations of the
crnisers from January 1,1863, to March ‘31,1864, These operations
fv,,;;are oomprmed in the reports of the commandere of Union eqnadrone
fﬁend of veesels aeting singly which were eent in seerch of the Oonfed
] j*erete ‘cruisers and priveteera, as well as the reporte of the eommanders
' 'of the letter veeeels The fleld of opei‘ations of these shipe extended to
nearly every sea, and W8 dietinct from that of the bioekading sqnad ‘
rone. The time eovered the entire period of the : war, and the veesele‘ ,

4..‘, : :



- " Delegates of the Fif
- tribution herein. prov

" ’the report of each commander forming, as a general mle, ,n oompleto
,,”puperinitself. L Ay
S was therefore thought best in' the eompilation of the volumee relat- :
 ing'to this subjéot to place the U’nion ‘documents tog‘etbar and to have
the Confederate docnments, follow them, each division :covering abont* v
the same period of time in the same volume This arrangement Was"f
“adopted in order to preserve the continuity of the narrative, especiallyl o
 in the Confederate matter, The reports and correspondenoe areplaced .
chronologically in. each divxsion, with a distinct heading for every;? i
paper, and withont other subdivision' or. classification.; It is believed: -
. that thm chronologleal arrangement, in oonnectlon w1th the fnll andff’
odpious index to each volume, will' afford ample means of reference to' .
its contents. In reports of special or mngle events, in ‘which' the papers'- .
bear speclﬁc relation to those events, the chronological order has been.
somewhat modified, and such documentp have been placed together mi T
* the compilation;
.. The present voluma (Senes I vol. 3) oomplews the- reporﬁs of thef
foperattona of the crmsers to the close of the war, -
‘ RIOCHARD Busn,
Rcmmw H. Woons, o S
aompmm. e

Navy DEPABTMENT,
Washmgton, D. 0., April 1, 1896

 NoTE.—The following is an extract from the law governing the dis-
tribution of the sets comprising the publicatmn (act of Gongress
approved July 31, 1894); L

» * #» Of said number, six thousand eight hnndred and forty
copies shall be for the use of’ the House of Representatives, two thou-
sand one ‘hundred and twelve copies for the use of the Senate, and one
thousand and forty-eight copies for the use of the Navy Department
and for distribution by the SBecretary of the Navy among officers of the
vy and contributors to, the work. The quotas; herein ‘authorized of ' :
said gn blication for the Senate and House of Representatives shallbe i~
- sent by the Seeretary of tha Navy to such libraries, organizations,and -
individuals as may be designated by the Senators, Reprasentatiyes, and
third Oongress, it being the purpose of -this dis:
ded for to place these records in public libraries,
and with permanent organizations having libraries, so far as such libra
ries may exist in the several States. ﬁnd Territories. Bach Bepator.
ghall deaignate not exceeding twenty-four and each Representative and
Delegate not exceeding nineteen of such addresses, and the volumes
: shall be sent thereto ﬁ‘om time to time, a8 they are publhhed, unﬁl the
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- palsNoation 1w comploted) awe 411 sets tivat mvy net e srdered to-be dis:
~ tributed as provided herein shall be sold. by the Secretary of the Navy
for cost of publication, with ten per centum added thereto, and tlie pro-
~ ceeds of such sale shall bo covered into the Treasury. If twb ot iore

8ot of sald volumes are orderod to the same address, the Seeretary of
the Navy shall inform the Senators, Representatives, or Delegates who
Thave desipmated the same, who thertupon may designate other 1ibraries,

 owganizations, or individudle. The Secrétary of the Navy shall inform:
distributees at whose instance the volumes are sent. .

~ The following joint resolution regarding the distribution of the work

~was approved January 30, 1896: A ,

_ Resolved by the Sénate and House of Representatives of the United States
of Aimeritoa # Oongress assembled, That the Secrétary of the Nuavy be;
and lie-ig hereby, authorized and:directed to- send the' undistributed:
copies of the Official Records of the War of the Rebellion, both of the
Wition and of the Oonifederats navies, to such libraries, organizatioins, and
individuals as:may be: designated: before the meeting of thd'next: Gon:
gress by the Representatives in the Fifty-fourth Congress of the dis-
tricts whose Representatives in the Fitty-third Qongress failed to
designiate the distributees of their quota: of said Oficial Récords; or
any. part thereof, as-authorized by the. act of Congress: approved July
thirty-first, eighteen hundred and ninety-four, and the joint resolution
approved March second, eighteen hundred and ninety-five; to'the extetit
and in the manner and: form. provided in said act:



ORDER OF COMPILATION OF NAVAL WAR RECORDS.

J= ‘ SERIES L

—

. Operations of the Cruisegs, 1861—-&86.

Union cmisera. ’
West Indh (Flytn ) Sgnulron‘ under Ax,thng Rear Admijral Witkea; U. §, N, 1802-1863.
Weat India (I“ly‘ing) Squnadron, under Acting Rear- Admiral Lardner, U, 8. N., 1808-1864,

.. Confederate cruisers and privateers.

2, Operations in the Gulf of Mexico, January to June 7, 1861,

Surrender of the Pensacola navy yard.
Cooperation of the wa in'the relief of Fort Pickens.

3. Operations on the Aflantic Coast, Jannary to May 13, 1861.

Cooperation of the Navy in the attempts to relieve Fort Bumter.
Abandonment and destruction of the Norfolk navy yard.
Home Squadron, under thMcor Pendergrast, U. 8. N,

4, Operations on the Potomas and Reppabsnnock rivers, 1861-1865.
Potomao Flotills. under C’ommmder Ward, U, 8, N, 1861,
Potomao Flotil}s, upder Ca ptajn Craven, U. 8. N, 1861,
Potomag Flotilla, under Lleutepopt Wyuwx, U, 8. N, 1861-1862,
Potomac Flotilla, under Commodore Harwood, U. 8, N., 1862-1868.
Potomac Flotilia, under Commander Parker, U, 8. N., 1863-1865,

5. Atlantic Blookadiug Squadrons, 1861-1865.
) Atlantio Blookading Squadron, under Flag-Officer Stringham, U, S. N, May 13 to ‘;ept. 23,1861,
West India Bquadron, under Flag-Officer Pendergraat, U, 8, N, 1861,
Naval Defenses of Virginia and North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Barron, C. 8. N,
Atlantio Blockading Squadron, unier Flag-Officer Goldsborough, U, 8, N,, 1861,
North Atlantic Blookading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Goldsborough, U. 8. N.,; 1861-1862,
Naval Defenses of Virginia and North Carolina, under Flag-Ofticer Lynoh, 0.8, N.,
Jamea River Squadron, under Flag.Officer Buchanau, ¢, 8,N.
James River Bquadron, under ¥lag-Officer Tattnall, C. 8, N.
Jamea River Flotilla, under Commodore Wilkes, U. 8, N, 1862,
North Atlantic Blookading Sqnwdroxn.mtler Aoting Rear- Admiral Lee, U, 8. N., 18621864,
James River Squadron, under Fiag-Offiders Forreat and Mitohell, 0, 8. N,
* Naval Defenscs Inland Waters of North Carolina, under Commander Pinkney, O, 8. N,
* Naval Defenses Capo Fear River, North Carolina, under Flag- Ofticer Lynch, 0. 8. N,
North Atlantic Blookading Squadron, under Rear-Admiral Porter, U, 8, N, 1864-1865,
James River Squadron, under Flag.Officers Mitchell and Semmes, 0.8, N, -
* Naval Defenses Capo Fear River, North Carolina, under Flag-Officer Pinkney, C. 8, X.
North Atlantio Blookading S8quadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Radford, U, 8, N., 1865,
South Atlantic Blockading S8quadron, under Rear- Admiral Du Pont, U, 8. N,, 18611863, .
* Naval Defenses of South Carolina and Georgia, under Flag-Officer Tattnall, 0. 8. X,
* Naval Defonses of Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, under Flag-Officer Tugraham, C. 8. N,
~ . Houth Atlantic Blookading Squadron, nnder Rear.Admiral Dablgren, U, 8, N, 1863-1865,
* Nnval Defenses of Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, under Flag-Officer Tucker, 0.8, N,
Naval Defenses of Savannah. Ga., under Flag-Officers K\mter and Tattnall,C, 8. N,

* The Confederate matorial under this head is vory seant. It in therefore hoped that those who have
any Confederate navsl docnmenta upon the suhject will communicate with the Office of Naval War
Records, Navy Department, Washington, D, O.

' XX
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-6. Gulf Blookading Squadrous, 1861-1865,

Gulf mookuling Squadron, under Flag- Oﬂioer Mervine, U, 8, N, 1861,
Gulf Blookading 8quadron, under Flag Officer MoKean, U, 8, N\, 1661-1862.
* Mississippi River Defonses, under Flug-Officer Hollins, U, 8, N.
East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer McKean, U, 8. N, 1862,
East Gulf Blooknding Squadron, under Aoting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U. 8. N,, 1562,
East Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Bailey, U. 8. N, 1862-1864,
Eaat Gulf Blooksding 8quadron, under Captain Greene, U. 8. N., 1864,
Eaat Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Resr-Admiral Stribling, U, 8. N,, 1864-1865.
‘West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Flag-Officer Farragut, U. 8. N., 1862-1863,
Mortar Flotilla, under Commander Porter, U. 8, N, 1862,
Lower Miuiuippx River Dofenses, undsr Commander J, K. Mitohell, ¢, 8, N,
* Mobile Defenses, under Flag.Officer Randolph, €. 8. N,
Trana-Mississippi Max-ine Depariment, under Mafor Leon Swnith, C. 8. A.
Wesi; Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Commodore Bell, U, 8, N. (ad interim), 1863,
‘Wesat Gulf Bloockading 8qunadron, under Rear-Admiral Farragut, U, S, N,, 1864,
* Mobile Defenses, under.Admiral Buchanan, C, 8. N,
West Quif Blockading Squadron, under Commodore Palmer, U, 8. N, 1864-1865,
‘West Gulf Blockading Squadron, under Acting Rear-Admiral Thatcher, U, 8, N., 1845,
* Mobile Defenses, under Flag-Officer Farrand, C. 8. N.

7. Operations on the Western Rivers, 1861-1845,

Naval Forcea on Western Waters, under Commander Rodgoru, U,8.N,, 1861,
Naval Forces on Western Waters, under Flag-Officer Foote, U. S, N,, 1861-1862,
* Minasisaippi River Defenses, under Flag-Officer Hollins, 0. 8. N,
Naval Forces on Western Waters, under Flag-Officer Davis, U, 8, N, 1862,
" * Missiesippi River Defonse Fleot, under Captain Montgomery, C, S. A.
* Miasivsippi River Defenses, under Commander R. F, Pinkney, C, 8, N,
* Mississ ippi Rivor Defonses, under Flag-Otficer Lynoh, C, §. N.
Mississippl Squadron, under Rear-Adwmiral Porter, U, S, N, 18621804,
Mississippi Squadron, under Aoting Rear-Admiral Lee, U, 8. N, 18641865,
* Naval Defonses ot Red Rivar, Louisiana, undet Lleutaemt J. H, (,arwr. (35 b. N.

*The Conlederate nmterial under this head is very m,ant It in theréfom hoped that thotw who
bhave »py Confederate naval documente upon the subject will communicate with the Office of Naval
‘War Records, Navy Department, Washington, D, C,



UNITED STATEN

LIST

OF

VESSELS OF WAR SEARCHING FOR GONFEDERATE

ORUISERS AND BLOCKADE RUNNERS

APRIL 1, 1864,

Augusta
Chippews
Circassian
Colorado
Conneoticut
Constellntion
Dacotah..... basssreresiias .
Dumbarton
Emmu Henry!
Bolus «.ovivaneininiienenen,s
Fahkee..,
Florida
¥ort Jackson..... R R

...................
..................
..................
...................
................

...............

................

.............

................

..............

Glauous.....covnenns. Creeen
Grand Gult,................
Ino..covveveenen Veeeseasenns
Jo8CO . veuinnnn, veevenere ee
TIroquois «..o.ooeunisl veven
James Adgor.............0,
Jamestown....
Juniate ..........
Kearsarge.......ou.0. evees
Lancaster.............
Maokinaw ........o... e
Marblehead .
Massasoft ............
Maumes. .. ocvairiiinieions
CMichigan ...vooeeiiiniiieans

.........

Pevteartensanns

-------

aesrreariens veve

Montgomery .........o0.0n.
Monticello .......vvvnenn.s,

Mount Vernon .........
Narragansett ..oveevoiinis.

FROM

1O DECEMBER 30, 1865,

.....
............

.....

Second. .
Third.....
Fourth ...
Fourth .
Fourth .
Fourth .
Third.....

.....

.....

Third.....
Third...

Thind.....
Fourth ...
Fourth ,..
Third.....

Thid.....

TONNAGE. Crass, 3 Crew, GUNS,
974 | Side:wheel ateamer........ 102 16
.............. 20 i,
1,310 | Side-wheel steamer. .,... P 166 10
507 | Borew steamer............. ' 85 4
L760 .o @0 i, e 129 1]
3426 [0 .0 626 b2
1,725 Side wheel steamer........ 287 11
1,285 | Sailing sloop............... 283 24
792 {,....d0.,... eveseeetesarans 149 19
996 | Serewsloop................ 147 7
636 | Side-wheel stesmer......., 0é 4
621 f..... do.oiiiinna.. T2 Lvsrenens .
O O T , i 3
600 | Sorew steamer.,......,.... 73 6
1,261 | Side-wheel stoamer........ 157 7
DI & [ I P . U N 194 1
1,244 | Norew steamer............ . 163 ']
622 | Bark ....iiiiiiiiiiiiiinas 91 ki
1,244 | Sorow steawer............. 170 ']
1,200 oo . 201 1
895 | Sailing ship...... Ceeneenee. 144 9
u74 | Side.wheel stesmer . ....... 173 10
1,016 | Screw steamer............. 164 10
1,161 | Side-wheel steamer........ 109 8
985 | Salling sloop......eoouuens. 186 22
1,240 | Screw sloop......... veesee . 164 11
1,081 {.....do .. ..uann eevesaversiane 147 17
R A T S { 467 3
074 | Side-wheel ateamer-. .......! 170 10
507 | Borew ateamer............ R T
074 | Side-wheel stemwer......... 167 10
598 | Sorew steamer.......... e 100 6
582 | Side-wheel steatner . ‘ 88 18
192 | Sorew steamor........ vesed! 31
994 | Sorew sloop............ 16
1,664 | Xronclad ...cverirniairaonsn 149
787 | Borew steamer........ocee 121
[T N R 1 S A P 154
628 }..... do Veeviiviiinsiia e %
809 | Borew AlOOP...veyvivrrvansss 84

' Also known as Waep,

Xy

[- JR- R - N R N Y



XVv1

UNITED STATES VESSELS OF WAR.

List of United States vessels of war aearching for Confederale oruivers, ete.—Continued.

NAME, RATE; TONNAGR, CrLASS, Crew, % (tuns,
National Guard ............ Fourth ... 1,046 | Sallingship................ o4 4
Neptune ........c.ceiiens ««| Third..... 1,244 | Sorow ateamer............. 168 9
Nerous .o.ocveveeonsaasenes Third..... L2444 fooodooaaai.a.ld eveesiites 160 1
Niagara......... ceeeiaeeaas First ..... 4,682 1..... A0 vieiennninnnoninnns 420 32
OPOPAB «evemecnnnrnsns .| Third.... 074 | 8ide-wheel stesmer ,....... 174 10
Onward ........ ireenerenns| Fourth ... 875 | SalfingARIp.......cuueen.n 103’ 10
Pawtuxet..................] Third..... 974 | Side-wheel atemmer ........ 180 | 12
Pontino «.coucrnrannn Ceinaen Third..... 2 PN | PO U 172 16
Pontooano...covieeiianniae .| Third..... 974 i..... [} (S 163 12
Powhatan........coeevennes First ... 2,618 |..... [ R N 266 19
TPIOLBUR s e iaainnan Third..... 1,244 | Screw stoamer............. 160 11
R, Ri Cuyler..............; Third..... 1,202 oo doeannaie Cieesiieines 1 10
_RhodeIsland .............. Second.... 1,617 | Side-wheel stoamer........ 164 11
SACO cenevernoranraeiaien .} Fourth ... 693 | Screw steamer............. 127 12
Sacramento............. ....] Second.... 1,367 |...... [ 154 10
Saginaw ......iieeiiiia... Fourth ... 453 | Side-wheel steamer........ 87 4
8t. Loula voienvnennniiiis Third..... 700 | Sailing sloop........ceuents 183 18
Bt Mary's....oovueenn.en Third..... #85 |..... Q0 eenenrineneeanenns 193 2
8an Jacinto................ Second.... 1,446 | Screw steamer............. 278 H
BaBBACUB. .- vcveriiuinsnns Third..... 974 | Sido-wheel steamer ........ 162 12
Baranas. ...vvoeiaiiniinan, Second.... I P 170 13
BODOCA. . v vireenrniciorianns Fourth ... 507 | Screw steamer............. 109 6
Bhawmut ....ooovveeniniiin Fourth ... 593 |....000 veennrinnnns N 123 8
Shenandoah .............. .| Second, ...} 1,378 | Rerew 8loop....oevenn.nn. . 175 10
State of Georgin........... Third..... 1,204 | Slde-wheel steamer ........ 154 8
Sunsquehanna ............. .| Firat ..... D450 0, 0 e 184 16
BUWARNEA, ,ovuvuiveiinain,. .| Second.... 1,080 [0, o seventns teneceanians 159 10
TABOMA + vvivrnnearnnarens Yourth ...: 507 | Screw ateamer............. 84 0
Tallapoost, ... covevnernn.s Third..... 974 .} Bide-wheol stenmer ........ 100 10
Ticonderogs ...oeov....c...| Socond 1,533 | Screw Bloop..viveiirinn.... 193 10
Ti0gB.cvevrserereeiaereass| Thind. ... 819} Side-wheel uteamer ........ 105 8
Tristram Shandy....... +oof Fourth ... T 7V SO 1 S O : k] 3
Vanderbilt................ .| Becomd. ... 3,360 | .o u@0 vvuniiiiiiiiei e . 200 16
Waochnsett..oeeeerenne.. .. Third..... 1,032 | Sorow 8loOp. ... eerveeiennn. Soaer 10
Wando ..cooeviiiiiiiini Fourth ... 645 | Sido.wheel steamer ........ 80 3
Wateree ....oivreeenenenn. .| Third..... oTd |..... (4 N 167 10
Wyoming...... eeereenes L 111! T 97 | Borow 8loop.....c.cen... . 135 7
Yantio..oooenon.nn vereveeed Fourth ... 503 | Screw steamer.............| 113 8
- !
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OPERATIONS OF THE CRUISERS—UNION.

FROM APRIL 1, 1864, TO DECEMBER 30, 1866, -

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Aoting Rear-Admiral Bell,
U. 8. Navy, commanding Pacific Squadron, suggesting the probable
destination of the 0. 8. steamers Florida and Georgia.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, April 1, 1864,
Sir: A firm in New York, writing to the Department under date of
the 16th ultimo, has suggested -as a destination for the Florida and
Georgia the straits of Le Maire, between the island of Tierra del Fuego -
and Staten Island, through which he says nine out of every ten Cali-
fornia-bound ships pass,in plain sight from either shore, He adds the
protection of the land in these straits is such that the rebel steamers
could lie almmost obscured and in comparatively smooth water, with a
‘g)eood harbor near at hand, while escape from [by] merchantmen would
impossible,
Very respectfully, eto., -
GIDEON WELLES
Secretary of the Navy,
Acting Rear-Admiral Onas. H. BELy, :
Oommanding Pacific Squadron, Panama.

Letter from the U. 8. minister to France to Oaptain Winslo, U. 8. Navy,
commanding U, 8. 8. Kearsarge, regarding the probable movements of
the O. 8. steamers Georgia and Kappahannook.

PARIS, April 1, 1864,

SIR: The Georgia lies 3 miles below Bordeaux, where she will prob-
ably remain some days, not coming into port, a8 she is unwilling to
unship her powder, It is reported to me that her crow consists of
seventy-five or ei(ghty men; that her armament conaists of eight cannon,
five mounted and three not mounted, One of her mounted guns is a
long rifled cannon, throwing long_ projectiles, as is said, with a very
long range. These statements differ very much from her force as pub-
lished in the newspapers, which give her a crew of some three hundred
men and an armament of some twenty guns. You can probably dis-
tingnish which of the two statements is correct.

y belief is that the Rappahannook will ‘not be permitted to leave
‘Oalais at an early day. If, therefore, you think the chance of catching
the Georgia is a good one, you had best go around to Bordeaux.

Yours, truly, o

WM, L. DAYTON.
QOaptain WINSLOW,

U. 8. 8, Kearsarge.
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Report of Aoting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U, 8. Navy, commanding West
India Squadron, regarding provisions and stores for the squadron.

FLAGSHIP POWHATAN,
Key West, April 3, 1864.
SIR: I have the honor to report the arrival of this ship at Key West
for provisions and stores for the squadron, and that I shall return to
Cape Haitien by about the middle of tais month. ,
Should it be the intention of the Department to continue the West
. India Squadron, it will be necessary to send the storeship National
Guard to Key West, or to a Northern port, for provisions and stores for
the summer months and the hurricane season, ‘ ,
I should be glad to be informed of the views of the Department in
the matter. ;
On the next page iy the position of the squadron at this time.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
(]D Lo LARDNEB’
Aoting Rear Admiral, Commanding West India Squadron

Hon., GIDEON WELLES, '
Seoretary of the Navy. i

* [Enclosure.]

Pogsition of the IVest India Squadron, April 3, 1864,

Fl%ﬁhip Powhatan, at Key West for provisions and stores for the
squadron, R '
anlatea, Commander J. P. Sanford, and Neptune, Commander John
Guest, convoying, alternately, the Oalifornia steamers. One of the
above ordered to go in pursuit of any rebel cruiser that may be heard
of on the station, ;
Storeship National Guard, Acting Master L, A, Brown, commanding,
cruising off the north side of Haiti for the exercise of officers and crew.
Storeship Gemsbok, Acting Master Oliver Thacher, commanding, with
coal at 8t, Thomas,
) Jo Lo IJARDNER,
. Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West India Squadron.

Instructions from Acting Rear-Admiral Bell, U, 8. Navy,commanding Pa.
cific Squadron, to Commander Murray, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8, 8.
ateree, regarding the cruise of that vessel, , ,

U. 8. FLAGSHIP LANCASTER,
- ~_Acapuleo, April 4, 1864,
Sir: I have been informed by the Department that the U, 8. 8.
Wateree, under your command, has been attached to this squadron, and
may be expected at Valparaiso early in June, , .

n your arrival you will communicate with Mr, Nelson, our minister
at Santiago, but do not risk your vessel at this season of the year by
remaining longer than is absolutely necessary to replenish your coal
from our depot at Valparaiso, .

You will then proceed to Oallao, where you can remain & week or ten
days, and from thence to Guayaquil, where you can stop the same
length of time, At eachof these places you will announce your arrival
to our minister at Lima and at Quito, You will endeavor to obtain
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from every possible source all information with regard to suspicious
vessels fitting out, or otherwise, along the coast, and report to me by
- the mail steamers, directing your letters to Panama, L
When opportunity offers, I wish you to enlist all the able-bodied men
you can accommodate, without regard to nation or color, Erovided they
will take the oath of allegiance to our flag for the time they remain in
.our gervice, You can enter them fromn one to three years, with an
agreement, if they require it, to be discharged on this coast. s
It is reported that an organized band of pirates is preparing to seize
one of our steamers. You can not, therefore, be too careful, particu-
;;t.rlg when not underway, to guard against any desperate effort of this
ma., :
When at anchor a sufficient:watch must be on deck, with arms at
hand and the crew drilled at a particular call to rush on deck without
waiting to dress, should any suspicious boat or vessel approach your

ship. : . ~
fs the commander in chief of the squadron is the sole judge of the
proper dispogitionof the vessels under his command, you will be exceed-
ingly cautious how you suffer consuls or any persons whatever to cause
you to deviate from the instructions you may receive,
After leaving Guayaquil you will proceed direct to Panama, where
further instructions will await you, :
I am, respectfully, yours,

- Omas, H, BELL,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Paci_!lo Squadron,

" Commander FRANCIS KEY MURRAY,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Wateree, Valparaiso, Uhile.

Report of Commander Collins, U, 8, Navy, commanding U, 8. 8, Wachu-
sett, of the intended departure of that vessel from Bahia, Brazil,

U, 8, 8, WACHUSETT
. Bahia, Brazil, Aprii 4, 1864.
S1r: Being ready for sea in all respects, I will leave here this day to
execute your orders* of the 27th January last. . -
When it becomes necessary to replenish our'coal I will do so at the
place at which I am informed in your instructions of the 27th of Jan-
uary the Navy Department will communicate with me,
I have the honor to be. very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: N. CoLLINS,
‘ Commander,
Hon, GIDEON WELLES, ;
Seoretary of the Navy, Washington, D, O,

Letter from’ 'Oagtain Winslow, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Kear-
sarge, to the U, S, minister to France, in re?mnae to letter regarding
the C, 8. steamers Georgia and Kappahannock.

Viotoria (London) Docks, April 5, 1864,
S1R: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the
18t instant. I have considered your suggestions in regard to the

Y 8Bee Vol. 2, P 5930
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Georgia, and however strong my desire to leave the [English] Channey,

which the unusually severe weather has rendered so tediouz&"yet the

, B;ospects of intercepting her are so slim that I do not think I should

~\be warranted in drawing off from the Rappahannook without the aid of

another cruiser. R o ‘ ‘ ,

. We have no chance while the twenty-four-hour law rules. It was
small before, Lut the adoption of procedure of. the English neutrality

proclamation has cut this off, . _ :

We are fully acquainted with the Georgia’s battery, which was five
guns mounted when she left, and are not to be deceived by any reports
of increased armament and crew which the rebels put forth.

It became necessary to enter dock for repairs. These have been
comgleted and we shall retarn to the lEnglish’] Channel to-morrow.

I have tixe honor to be, very respecttully, your obedient servant,

" JNo. A, WINSLOW,
- . Captain.

Hon. WM. L. DAYTON.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Commander Shufeldt, U. 8. Navy,
oomn;and'ing U. 8. 8. Proteus, regarding the future movements of that
ve8sel, =

NAvY DEPARTMENT, April 5, 1864,

S1R: Proceed to sea with the U, 8. B, Proteus and cruise between
Berinuda and Nassau, for the protection of our commerce and to inter-
cept vessels engaged in violating the blockade, until your coal shall be
nearly exhausted, and then proceed to Key. West and report to Acting
Rear-Admiral Theodorus Bailey for duty in the Eastern Gulf Blockad-
ing Squadron. ‘

Yery respectfully, etc.,
GIDEON WELLES, ‘
, ; Seoretary of the Navy. -

Commander R. W. SHUFELDT, U, 8, Navy,

Oommanding U. 8. 8, Proteus, New York.

\

Report of Captain Winslow; U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. 8. Kearsarge,
of completed repairs to that vessel,

U, 8. 8. KEARSARGE,
) Viotoria (London) Docks, April 7, 1864,

Sie: I have the honor to inform the Department that it became
necessary from the state of machinery and foulness of the bottom of
this vessel to make a sheltered port for examination. I accordingly
left Dover Roads for the nearest port and entered the Victoria Docks,
in the Thames, the 31st March., ‘

The bottom having been examined and cleaned, and the necessary
repairs made, I shall sail again this day to take up my station in the
[ n’glish] Channel, I enclose cggf of the report of the chief engineer
of this vessel of repairs completed. , R

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. A, WINSLOW,
. ' Oaptain,
Hon, GIDEON WELLES, '
 Seoretary of the Navy, Washington.
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Report of Oaptain Winslow, U. 8, Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Kearaarge,
transmitting correspondence with the U, 8, minister to Great Britain
regarding the repairs to that vessel at London dooks.

; - U, 8. 8. KEARSARGE,
, . Viotoria (London) Docks, April 7, 1864,

S1ir: I have the honor to enclose copy of correspondence with Mr.,
Adams, U, 8, minister at London, ; :

The Department will see that this ship is forbidden to lay at the
roadsteads of the Downs and Dover, and the determination of the -
English Government to shut her oft from ranning under the headlands,
which have afforded the only partial lee for escape from the blows in the
[English] Chaunnel. T N

I have already been informed by the French authorities that I could
not lay outside of any ports of France for & longer period than twenty-
four hours, and the coast does not afford that shelter which the head-
lands of England offer, , ; i

Under these circumstances, as the shoals in mid-channel, with the-
strong current and fogs, render it dangerous to keep between them, I
shall be,compelled to make Ostende as the nearest port, or some other,
aud use such efforts at the time as will afford the most reasonable
prospect of intercepting the Rappahannock.

- I have been satisfled that with the aid of the Annette (the small
chartered steamer) we should have been able to overhaul this vessel
shortly after her departure, but the request of Mr. Adams, on the com-
plaint of Earl Russell, not to make Dover Roads a basis of operations
will compel us to use other means for this object. ; ,

The chartered steamer Annette has been of great service, and, from
secret information received, she proceeded to Dunkirk and Osﬁehde,
relieved some thirteen American ships which were shut up from fear of
the Rappahannock, discovered at last that the French luggers Jerome
and Imperial, with ammunition and some guns, were not myths, but
under assumed names were lying at Ostende, and has obtained other
valuable information. L - R

The-French Government having ordered the seizure of the Rappa-
hannook, 1 deemed it expedient to inform Mr; Morse that I should not
continue the charter; but his opinion, based on information from secret
agents, that the Rappahannook would shortly be released may modify
-this determination. In the meantime he has assumed the charter for
the interest of the State Department. , ,

Mr. Morse informs me that the Georgia’s arrival at Bordeaux was not
in. consequence of repairs re%gired, but that she had two guns, with
other material, for the Rappahannook. Her object was communication,
and he has secret information that she will return in the {English]
Channel to some appointed rendezvous for meeting the Rappahkannook,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO, A, WINSLOW,

‘ Oaptain,

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Seoretary of the Navy, Washington, D. 0.

[Enoclosures.)

U, 8. 8. KEARSARGE, April 6, 1864, .

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that.kowing to the continued
length of time which it hus been necessary to keep the Kearsarge ready
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with steam in ¢ruising in the [English] Channel, the boilers were in that
state which required that the fires should be hauled and certain repairs
made. L o

A letter was addressed to you that an application in accordance with
her Majesty’s neutrality proclamation might be made to the Govern-
ment to authorize this work, I havereceived no response to this appli-
cation, but the repairs being such as the crew of. this vessel ¢could make,
and the principal object being to obtain a sheltered harbor, the work
has been completed, and I shall proceed immediately to sea.
_ The only article obtained has been a spar, with such small require-
meuts supplied as are always incidental to a steam vessel.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

: ) JNo, A, WINSLOW,
‘ - e Oaptain,

Hon, CHARLES IF'RANCIS ADAMS,

Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary.

LecATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
London, April 6, 1864,
SIR: I regret to be compelled to inform you that her Majesty’s Gov-
‘ernment, in reply to my application for permission to the Kearsarge to
remain here for the completion of some repairs, has taken exception to
the sudden manner in which the vessel has been brought here and put
into dock, before notice given or any discretion exercised about allow-
ance of time for an answer. I am obliged to admit that there has been
an omisgion of courtesy in this respect which is embarrassing, There
has been also some disposition to object to your use of the harbors on
‘this side as a base of hostilities, which I desire to mention for the sake
of putting you on your guard against giving causes of offense,
As I do not understand his lordship as giving the permission asked
- for, I regret to be constrained to request you to proceed to sea without
delay, whether the repairs be completed or not. ‘
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
‘ CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.

Oaptain JNo. A, WinsLow, U. 8. Navy
8. 8, kearearge.

————

3 U, 8. 8, KEARSARGE, April 6, 1864,
8IR: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of this
day’s date, I would beg leave to reply that in my view I find no cause
for which her Majesty’s Governuent conld gustly fustitute a complaint
against this ship for entering the Victoria Docks, ;

An application was forwarded from Dover Roads, stating the neces-
sity and requesting permission for repairs, This was done as a matter
ofetiquette and rggectto the Government of her Majesty, but the right
was clearly granted by her Majesty’s proclamation of February 1, 1862,
which is as follows: ; ‘

If any ship of war or privateer of either belligerent shall, after the time when this
order shall be first notitied and put in force in the United léingdom and in the Chan-
nel Islands, and in tLe several colonies and foreign possessions and dependencies of
her Mqut{ﬁ respectively, enter any port, roadstead, or waters belonging to her
Majesty, either in the United Kingdom or in the Channel Islands, or in'any of her
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Majesty’s colonies or foreign ggssessionsﬂgr “dependencies, such vessei shull be-
required to depart and to put to sea within twenty-four hours after her entrance
into such port, roadstead, or. waters, except in case of stress of weather, or of her
requiring prov{sions or things necessary for the subsistence of her crew, or repairs.

This acknowledges and endorses the right of a ship of war belonging

to the United States to enter any port in England for the purpose of
" repair, and if I am wrong in the construction of language in which
the sense is so apparent it would seem no more than right to ask from
her Majesty’s Government an explanatory construction,

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

' JNo, A, WINSLOW,
. Captain,

Hon, CHARLES FRANOCIS ADAMS, .

* Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary ~
of the United States.

Report of ‘Commander McDougal, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8.'S.
Wyoming, transmitting letter from the U, 8, consul at Batavia, Java,
~ regarding the probable movements of the 0. 8. 8. Alabama.

U. 8. SrEAM SLoOP WYOMING,
, Batavia, April 8, 1864.

S1r: I have the honor to report my atrival at this place on the 27th
ultimo, eleven days from Macao, and to acknowledge the receipt of
you{ ’;)rdex&s,i'dul)licate, of November 21, 1863; also General Orders, Nos.
16 and 18,

1 en’close‘a letter from Mr, Pels, American consul at this place, giv-
ing his opinion with regard to the Alabama. Nothing definite has been
heard of that vessel since the 12th of January last, when she landed
the crew of the Emma Jane on the coast of Malabar. P

From the time elapsed since she was heard from, I am of the opinion
that she has left the Indian Ocean, and, taking into consideration the
present condition of the boilers, as represented by the chief engineer,
1 feel it my duty to proceed to the United States, in obedience to your
orders of 15th April and 218t November last. '

Respectfully, etc.,

- D. MCDOUGAL,
o ) Commander,
Hon, GIDEON WELLES, :
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

(Enclosure.]

U. 8. OONSULATE,
, . Batavia, March 28, 1864,
SIR: As you wish to know my opinion about the probable where-
abouts of the rebel privateer Alabama, I beg to state that the last posi-
tive news about her was that she had burned the American ship Emme.
Jane off the coast of Malabur and had proceeded on to Bombay. Since
several months, however, no intelligence of further depredations has
reached me, and the general opinion is that the Alabama has made
course again for the west of Oape of Good Hope, it being supposed
that her hull and boilers will want capital repairs after some tire, and
for which she will have to enter some European port. This supposi-
tion is confirmed by the remarkable fact that, since a month, British

- ~
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firms, though not paying full rates, do not longer absolutely exclude
the American flag when they want to charter vessels home, and several
American ships have lately been chartered in Singapore, China, and
Manila to load both to the United States and to Europe,
1 have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,
JN. P, PELS,
: U. 8. Vice-Consul.
Commander DAvVID MoDOUGAL,

U. 8. 8. Wyoming, Present,

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Bell, U. 8. Navy, commanding Pacifio
Squadron, regarding movements of some of the vessels on that station,

U. S, FLAGSHIP LANCASTER,
~ Acapulco, April 9, 1864, /

Sir: As political affairs seem to be assuming a quiet aspect, and as
nfany of the inhabitants are returning to the city to pursue their former
occupations, I have concluded to leave for Panama on the arrival of
the mail steamers due on the 9th and 10th instant. - ,

The Saginaw will remain here for the protection of American inter-
ests until she is relieved by the Narragansett, expected from San Fran-
cisco.

I expect to be at Panama on the 20th instant, and will remain long
enough to learn whether any men will bé sent out for this ship, so as to
save the expense and rigk of sending them so far up the coast,

‘I have sent the Farrallones (storeship) to San Francisco for such
stores and provisions as may be required for the use of the squadron in
this vicinity.

I have the honor to be, respectfully, yours,
Onas. H. BELL,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Pacific Squadron.

Hon. GipEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.

Report of Oommander Oollins, U. S, Navg}, commanding U, S. 8, Wachu-
sett, of « oruise, and enclosing information relative to the steamer Sea
King, afterwar(is 0. 8. 8. Shenandoah,

U. 8. 8. WACHUSETT,
At Sea, Lat, 4° 6’ 8., Long, 33° 37" 'W., April 11, 1864."
Sir: I have the honor to report, that since leaving Bahia we visited
Pernambuco and, yesterday, the island of Fernando de Noronha.
All on board are well.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N, OCoLLINS,
, Commander.
Hon. GipEON WELLES, '
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O,

{Enclosure.]

Odptain Babcock, of American whaler Lydia, was informed by an
English merchant at Hobart Town, a man of good standing and reli-
able, whom he feels sure would not attempt to deceive him (although
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it is possible that the merchant himself might have been deceived),
that there was a steamer fitting out in England called the Sea King.
She was to be ready to sail from England by middle of January, She
was to proceed to Australia, calling en route at some place on Van
Diemens Land for coal. Her object was to prey on the whalers in
that sea. The merchant received his information from a person who
had it from the agent of the vessel. . , oy ;
The American whaling ship Hliza, while near Lord Howe Island, fell
in with an English vessel lying off and on, under short sail. Did not
gseem to be bound anywhere in particular, He saw him first in the
afternoon. . There was a good breeze all night, but the next morning the
vessel was still in the same place, apparently waiting for something.
During the afternoon Captain Duvall, of the Fliza, sent a boat to
the Englishman; found her to be coal laden, The English captain
enquired very particularly about Lord Howe Island and Norfolk Island,
agking if a ship could anchor there; if he could discharge his cargo
there, cte, He was also desirous of knowing whether the American
captain had seen or heard of any Confederate vessel about there.
This occurred about the latter part of November or first of December.
COaptain Duvall was convinced that the vessel was awaiting some
Confederate vessel to supply her with coals,

The above is a statement made by Captain Babcock, by whom we
send a mail, Although the statement is not very likely to be true in
all particulars, it may be well to ascertain if there is any truth in it.

Respectfully, :
- N. CoLLINg,

- Commander.
[APrIL 11, 18064.]

Report of Commander (]ollz'm;, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. S, Wachu-
s?tt, of the loss by drowning of three members of a landing party from
that vessel,

U. 8. 81EAM Sroor WACHUSETT,
At Sea, Lat, 46! 8., Long. 36° 39' W., April 14, 1864,

Sir: On the 12th instant I visited the atoll (island) designated as the
Rocas, in latitude 3° 52/ 8,, longitude about 33° 49’ W, to ascertain if
it was or could be used by the rebels as a coaling station, and to exercise
the crew at target firing. o ‘ ‘

At 1 p.m, I sent Acting Master J, H. Stimpson, in charge of the firat
cutter, and Acting Ensign O. J. Barclay in the second cutter, to go into
the circular lagoon designated as Turtle Bay, and to examine the two
-small sandy islets, if a safe entrance by the so-called boat channel:
. could be found. 1 directed Mr, Stimpson, the senior officer, particu-
~ larly not to attempt a landing if there was any surf to pass through,

or if there was the least danger. ; , _

The boats got in without ,any difficulty, and the officers satisfied
themselves that the place was not at all suitable for a coal depot.

In coming out the first cutter, in advance and, as I imagine, some-
what out of the boat channel, was capsized and lost, and I regret
to say Thomas Lilly, Edward Guy, and Wesley Whittington, all colored
landsmen, were drowned. ‘

Everything belonging to the boat—a compass, revolver, and a double
marine glass—was lost with her,
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Enciosed I send the reports of Acting Master J, H. Stimpson and
Acting Ensign 0. J, Barclay, detailing particulars of the melancholy
accident; also Surgeon William M. King’s and Assistant Paymaster
William W, Williams's certificates of the death of the three persons
drowned.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

N. CourINg,
o Commander,

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, 0.

Report of Captain @lisson, U. 8. Nawvy, commanding U. S. 8. Molican, of
the arrival of that vessel at Philadelphia from the coust of' Brazil,

U, 8, 8. MOHICAN,
Philadelphia, April 14, 1864,

S1r: I have to report the arrival of the U, 8, S, Mohican at this port
from the coast of Braziyand last from the island of St. Thomas, Ihave
returned under an order from the honorable Secretary of the Navy,
dated 18th November, 1863, directing me to return to Philadelphia with
the Mohican when I should have learned that the piratical vessels had
left the coast of Brazil and the vicinity of the equator. ;

Previous to my leaving Rio I heard that the Floride and the Qeorgia
were in France and the Alabama in the East Indies, and that the Tus-
%;loosa had been seized by the English authorities at the Cape of Good

ope. ; ‘

While at St. Thomas I heard that the Florida and the Georgia were
again at sea, but could get no reliable information of their movements,

I herewith enclose you u list of the officers attached to the ship,

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant
0. 8. (imsso:v,
Captain, U. 8. Navy.
Commodore CORNELIUS K, STRIBLING ‘
Commanding Navy Yard, l’lrila.(iolplnm.

Report of Commander Murray, U, 8, Navy, commanding U. 8. S. Waterce,
of the arrival of that vessel at Bahia, Brazil.

U. 8. S, WATEREE,
Bahia, April 16, 1864,
Sir: I respectfully report my arrival here last night in twenty days
from 8t, Thomas, West Indies; all well,
I shall take in 240 tons of coal here, and proceed on my voyage,
touching next at Montevideo.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
F. K. MURRAY,
Commander.
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, O,
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Letter from the U, S. consul at Antwerp, B'elgium, to Oaptain Winslow
U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. S. Kearsarge, regarding seamen secured
in that port for the C, 8. 8. Rappahannook,

CONSULATE oF THE UNITED STATES,
. , Antwerp, April 16, 1864,
DEAR SIr: I take the liberty of informing you that I have just
learned that an agent of the Rappahannock has engaged about twenty-
five seamen at our port during this day, and I am informed that they
leave here this evening for Calais, ; ,
I believe it to be my duty to convey this information to you, and trust
it may reach you safely and prove serviceable.
I am, dear sir, yours, respectfully,
A. W. CRAWFORD,

] U. 8. Oonsul,
Captain WINSLOW,

Commander-of the U. S. S. Kearsarge.

Letter of advice from the U, S. consul at London to Captain Winslow,
U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S, S. Kearsarge, regarding the movements
of that vessel,

. LonDoN, April 17, 1864,

My DEAR Sir: Ireceived your letter by the hand of Captain Wheeler
last evening, and am much obliged to you for communicating the result
of your paymaster’s visit to My, Dayton. ‘

I am sorry you feel compelled by circumstances which you can not
control to remove go far from the object of your pursuit as Ostende.
But you have Mr, Adams’s letters, of which I know nothing, and have
all the facts before you, and must judge for yourself of the right course
to be pursued by you under the perplexing circumstances which sur-
round you, ;

The twenty-four-hour rule as applicable to vessels in port with rebel
privateers, or remaining in English ports longer without leave, is not a
principle of international law, but is a regulation prescribe(i by the
country adopting it; yet I suppose it must beregarded as & law of this
country, and if you have been requested to observe it, hard and unjust
as it appears in your case, I would not advise its infringement, Yet I
should not abandon the right allowed you of running into any port in
good weather and staying twenty-four hours, and if the weather is too
bad tostay out in gafety you have the right to stay longer,

I hear the (Feorgia has men, guns, ete,, for another privateer, She
may be sending them to her by anotjmer vessel, If you only felt confi-
dent that the Rappahannook would be detained for any length of time
you might seek the Georgia. 1 would plant myself near one or the
other with a firm determination to have her, come what may.

With these twenty-four-hour regulations against us, to obtain success
it seems to me the Annette is indispensable, Mr, Rhett notified me
yesterday that the charter money for the second fortnight was due,
and I shall pay it on Monday. As she is employed in & naval opera-
tion and takes the place of a second ship of war, and as she is neutral
and under the English flag and can go where she pleases, and is now of
really more use than u ship would be to aid in catching the Rappahan-
nock, I hope you will find no difficulty in seeing the propriety and
expediency of ordering a settlement of her accounts,
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With a renewed expression of the hope of yet seeing one or more of
those sea rovers and pests bound homeward under the Stars and
Stripes, made captives through your instrumentality, I remain,

Very truly, yours ‘
Y Y Y ’ F, H, MORSE.

OCaptain JNO. A. WINSLOW, ;
U. 8. 8. Kearsarge.

Letter from Oaptain Winslow, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. S, Kear-
sarge, to Dr. J. Q. Bunting, requesting to be informed regarding the
0. 8. 8, Rappahannock. :

: Ostende, Belgium, April 18, 1864,

DEAR SIR: Please keep me posted of affairs of the Rappahannock ;
and it is better that you should telegraph both Dover and Ostende if
you get news of the immediate departure of the Rlappakannock)., Use
the cipher,

They have secesh pilots here, one of which has been experimenting
on the Kearsarge, but without avail, as she is all ready for immediate
service‘.r tral

ery truly, yours
ad ’ JNO. A, WINSLOW,
Captain.
Dr. J. G. BUNTING, '
Calais [ France),

' Report of Oaptain Price, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. ship Jamestown,
of the return of that vessel to Macao from a cruise.

U. S, Suip JAMESTOWN,
' Macao Roads, April 18, 1864,
Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department of the return of
this ship to Macao on the 2d instant, last from Manila and a cruise,
Nothing was or has been heard of the ﬁlabanm, either by vessels spoken
or newspapers, since her appearance off Bombay in February.*
» » » * * » »
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
C10er0 Prioy,
Captain,
Hon, GIDEON WELLES, :
Seorctary of the Navy, Washington, D, O,

Report of Captain Winslow, U, S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Kearsarge,
of the arrival of that vessel at Ostende, Belgium,

U. 8. 8, KEARSARGE,
Ostende, Belgium, April 19, 1864,
Str: I have the honor to inform you of the arrival of the Kearsarge
at this port, which, from its position (being 48 miles from Oalais), affords
an immediate communication with the consular agents having espionage

* Unimportant and irrelevant matter,
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over the Rappahannook. 1 hope by these means to obtain information
of her intended departure, which will enable e to adopt such measures
as may lead to her capture, ,
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
~ JNO. A, WINSLOW,

. ; Oaptain,
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,

Seoretary of the Navy, Washington, D, O.

Report of Cuptain Winslow, U, 8. Navy, commanding U, S. 8. Kearsarge,
of accident at Ostende, Belgium,

U. 8. 8. KEARSARGE,
; Ostende, Belgiwn, April 19, 1864.

Sir: T have the honor to inform the Department of an accident which
came near being of serious consequence to this ship, ,

On entering the channel between the piers which leads to the harbor
in this port the pilot gave the sbip too much sheer and fouled a smack,
carrying away her topmnust, with other slight damage, Immediately he
ordered the helm hard over, keeping it there too long. ;

ITis object was not seen until it was too late to prevent the accident,
and the ship ran high up, carrying away the pedestrian bridge on the
castern side of the canal. , , ‘

The water receded and left her fore foot out of water, but I directed
guys to be got out from the mastheads, stayed by pennant tackles, which
kept her on an even keel, On the return of high water, having pre-
viously got our purchases ready, we hove her off, Not the slightest
strain was observed, and no damage done, except a perceptible move-
ment of the shoe plate on the fore foot and some copper chafed off.

The accident was 80 egregious a blunder as led the officers to say the
pilot was bribed, for « person of the meanest capaecity could have pre-
vented it, :

The damage to the pier bridge, which is estimated at £200, the consul
thinks the Government will assume, .

This accords with decisions in such cases where damage has followed
from merchant vessels coming in contact.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. A, WINSLOW,
Oaptain.
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, 0,

Extraot fro-rﬁ dispatoh of the U, S. minister to France to the Secretary of
- State, regarding the O, 8. S, Georgia.

PARIS, April 22, 1864,

S8Ir: Our consul at Bordeaux informs me that the Georgia i still
lying 3 miles below that port, and that as she came in to repair her
engine by putting force enough at work to tinker about the repairs and
not make them, she can remain there as long as she may think proper.
The rule is that they need not leave portuntil the repairs are completed.
Our consul says that it is rumored and believed that arms and muni-
tions of war are on the Georgio for the purpose of being supplied to
the Yeddo, one of the clippers, when she goes out, and that a crew for
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‘the clipper is being kept at a boarding house in Bordeaux. To these
Eel?orted facts I have, of course, called the attention of Mr, Drouyn de
uys.

Tl{'ose clipper ships at Bordeaux and at Nantes have all closed up,
or rather concealed their portholes, 80 as, to a casual observer, they
would have no appearance of ships of war, and although Arman, the
constructor, has repeatedly assured the French Government that these
veasels, as well as the ironclads, shall be disposed of to a neutral power,
yet they coutinue to advertise in the Gironde, at Bordeaux, that one
will leave for China on the 30th of next month and the other on the
30th of the month after, The time for sailing, you will observe, has
been extended one month for each vessel, ;

I do not at all doubt the good faith of Mr, Drouyn de Lhuys in refer-
ence to the sailing of these vessels, but I have not the least confidence
in the statements of Mr, Arman. If by chicanery or prevarication of
any kind these vessels can be got out and delivered to the Confederates,
he, I have no doubt, will do all in his power to accomplish it. There
are a number of rebel naval officers about Paris who seem to e wait-
ing here for employment on some rebel ship.

I am, sir, your obedient servant, ,
Wwm, L. DAYTON,
T{on. WiLLIAM H, SEWARD,
Secretary of State,

1natructions from the Seoretary of the Navy to Captain Winslow,vU. S.
Navy, commanding U, S, 8. Kearsarge, enjoining the observance of inter-
national courtesies in the matter of the twenty-four-hour lasw,

NAvY DEPARTMENT, April 23, 1864,
-SIr: Your dispatch of the 7th instant, enclosing correspondence .

between yourself and Mr. Adams, has been received at this Depart-
ment, I have also received from the Secretary of State copies of the
correspondence transmitted to the Government by our minister at Lon-
don, who also forwards a newspaper slip containing what purports to
be a letter addressed by yourself to the Marquis of Oauricorde, under
date of April 6, Mr, Adams feels that he is embarrassed in his official
relations by the irregular communication referred to and by your course
in overstaying the permitted time without leave properly obtained,

The papers have been submitted to the President, who, appreciating
your zeal in the service, is nevertheless convinced that your proceed-
ings tend to embarrass our minister in the conduct of his difficult and
responsible position. I am therefore directed to communicate to you
these views of the President, and to enjoin upon you to refrain from a
renewal or recurrence of the proceedings,

The distinctions made by Mr, Adams in his correspondence with you
are worthy of consideration, and it is always desirable that on foreign.
‘and difficult duty such as is intrusted to you, and when the relations of
the Government are involved, you should in questions like those pre-
sented on the occasion of detaining the Kearsarge observe the usual
courtesies, and make your application through the representative of
the Government for such privileges as you may desire,

Very respectfully, etc.,
' : GMEON WELLES,
) , Secretary of Navy.
Captain JNO, A, WINSLOW,
Commanding U. 8, 8, Kearsarge,
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Report of Oommander Preble, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. ship St.
ouis, of the intended departure of that vessel for Oadiz, in search of
Confederate oruisers.

U. 8. SLoor oF WAR 871, Louis,
; Setubal, April 23, 1864,

Str¢ I sail from here to-day, wind and weather permitting, for Cadiz,
to clothe the marines and provision the ship preparatory to a cruise
among the islands, Should the Department have any important com-
munication to make me, I respectfully request it be sent to Oadiz instead
of Lisbon, as Lisbon in the summer season is to windward of all our
osgigned cruising, Oadiz ,bein% also our port of supply, and having
weekly mail communication with the Canary Islands. I have not been
able to obtain a word of information with regard to the movements of
the rebel cruisers since we left Teneriffe, A paragraph in an English
paper reported a suspicious armed steamer, in and out of Agadeer, on
the coast of Morocco, on the 2d and 3d of March, which was probably
the Florida, and will account for her not appearing at Santa Cruz
de Teneriffe until the 4th, ~

The St. Louis is the firat American man-of-war that has ever visited
this port, and has consequently excited a good deal of attention, The
noble harbor and quiet waters of Setubal afford opportunities for boat
exercise, target practice, and refitting that the strong current and
crowdecf stream of the 'lzagus do not admit of, There is now railroad
communication twice a day with Lisbon, and there is depth of water
enough on the bar to render it accessible at all times of tide to steamers
not drawing over 18 feet. Formerly Setubal (S8t. Ubes) enjoyed a large
American trade, but since 1860 our flag has not been seen in its waters.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. GEo. HENRY PREBLE, |
Commander, U. 8. Navy.
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, O,

Letter from Captain Winslow, U, S. Navy, commanding U, S, S. Kear-
sarge, to the U, S, minister to France, requesting definite information
regarding the 0. 8, 8, Rappahannock,

U, 8, 8. KEARSARGE,

OFf Oalais [ France], April 23, 1864,
Sir: Your telegram was duly received at Ostende. 1 had been
assured by detectives that the Rappahannock could not get away before
Saturday (to-day), and I had taken advantage of the cnly short delay
I could count upon to paint ship and overhaul, In the midst of it no
less than five telegrams from different sources came that the Rappa-
hannook had steam up, was released, all ready, and would sail at night,
So amid this bustle I had to leave, arriving off this place to find reports
all wrong, People seem to think there is no wear to this ghip and she

is ubiquitous, ;
- I will be obliged to you to inform me of the true state of the circum-
stances in which the afppahannock is placed, such as will enable e to

govern my movements for future development, ‘

N W B—VOL II——2
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Your telegram mentioned ¢ see letter,” but I was obliged to leave
before receipt, fearing that she would slip out by treachery.
My address is Dover for letters,
1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. JNO, A, WINBLOW,
Oaptain,
Hon., WM. L. DAYTON, ‘ : ;
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary
of the United States,

Letter from Captain Winslow, U, S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Kear-
sarge, to the U. 8. consul at London, regurding false reports of the
© movements of the C. 8. S. Rappahannock,

U. 8. 8, KEARSARGE,
; Off Culats [ France}, April 23, 1864,

My DEAR Sir: The effect of the various reports of Wheeler and
others is not without its consequence, which is-to put me in a position
to consume coal when 1 shall want all at a time when most important,
and secondly, to allow me no place that I can be in communication where
I can receive sure information, '

I see plainly practiced now what I prophesicd at first—that the
agents, from apprehension [that] they might not be considered zealous,
daily manufacture news of their own. Lo

There is not the least truth in any.of the reports sent to me. Ven-
droux was here to-day and informed me that the Rappahannock has had
no steam on and not changed her position, ete. Moreover, he states
that the French Government has published in official papers rules for
the government of prefects of the departments for belligerents, Ameri-
cans; Danes, and Germans, from which there will be no departure,

" It is stated, however, that the Rappalannock, having been received
a8 a merchant vessel and completely fitted, can not be permitted to
leave Oalais as a man-of-war against a nation in amity with France.

It is conclusive she can only leave ns a merchantman, and to cover
things an extensive sale will no doubt be made. But the sale has not
yet been effected, ; '

I have felt a great anxiety about this vessel, and in order to get
everything to work advantageously, adopted the best measures which,
in my judgment, wounld lead to her capture. But agents won’t allow it,
for to distelieve their reports if they prove true would be to take the
responsibility, But to find they are untrue is a matter to them of
praise, inasmuch as it is evidence of their vigilance,

I am now without Mr, Dayton’s letter, which will give ample infor-
mation, and owing to changes of position I don’t know when 1 can get
it. If I order it one plac, I may have to issune, from circumstances,
counter orders to some other, and thereby it must take the rounds,

In regard to the Annette, I informed you when in London that the
information which I received from Mr, Dayton was that the Reppahan-
nock was seized, und Mr. Dayton would inform me of her releaso; and
he was so sure of 1ts duration that he asked me whether, under the cir-
cumstances, it was not better to go after the Georgia, It was so con-
clusive that I believed I was not warranted in keeping the Annette, and
hence I informed you I should give her upj; and further, if circum-
stances arose which 1 thought would render her assistauce valuable, I
would again charter her or some other steamer.

Those circumstances were her release, etc.
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I wrote officially to the Secretary of the Navy, giving him advice of
these facts. It is therefore impossible for me to assume the charter
power, I, however, told Wheeler that if you thought from the infor-
mation received from your agents that she was so valuable you had bet-
ter kee{) her, and in event of information being true and the Rappahan-
nock sailing, I.would then assume the charter, But my opinion of the
ageunts has never been such as to give all credit to what was stated, and
the difficulty was in the weeding. - , :

As for the Annette, she has been of service i1 bringing letters, but
for the Government interest I must say she has been of no use, It is
true she might have been, but as it is, ond until 1 am informed by Mr.

‘Dayton of the release of the Rappahannock, I can not accept her for the
Navy Department.
Yery truly, your obedient servant,
’ JNO, A, WINSLOW,
Captain,
', H, MoRrsE, Esq.,
U. 8. Consul,

- P, 8,—If you have eight or nine men, and you are sure no trouble
will arise in getting them to this ship, I shall be glad to have them.,

[ ]
Report of Captain Winslow, U. S. Navy, commanding U, 8. 8. Kearsarge,
regarding matters in connection with the U, 8., steamers Rappahannock,
Florida, and Alabama. ,

~ U, 8, 8, KEARBARGE,
‘ Of Oglais, France, April 26, 1864,
SIR:-I have the honor to inform the Departinent that, from informa-
tion received that the Rappahannock was about sailing, the Kearsarge
left Ostende suddenly on the 21st instant, and arrived oftf Calais some
six hours afterwards, ‘ ; ‘
The Rappahannock was still in port, and although every preparation
had been made for sailing, I learned that she had not been released,
Mr, Dayton informs me that no final action on her case will be taken
by the French Government until after the conference of the lawyers
appointed by the Government shall have given their opinion. '
The Department will see that the papers announce the Florida being
again at Madeira and the arrival of the Alabama at Cape Town,
flecret agents for a month or more have asseverated that the Ala-
bama had orders and would return to the British [English] Channel or
some other place of rendezvous for her consorts, and it was contem-
plated to make an attack upon some of the eastern towns, I gave no
credit to this statement, but the arrival of the Alabama at Cape Town,
and the continuance of the Florida and Georgia on the coast of Europe,
may, é;x the opinion of the Department, afford some foundation for these
reports, ,
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. A, WINSLOW,
‘ Oaptain,
Hon, GIDEON WELLES, ‘ ‘
Secretary of the Nuvy, Washington, D, O,
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Letter from Ow&tain Winslow, U, 8. Navy, commanding U, 8. 8. Kear-
sarge, to the U, S. minister to France, requesting telegraphic announce-
ment of the release of the 0. 8. 8. Rappahannock. '

U. 8. 8. KEARSARGE,
, Dover Roads, April 26, 1864.
S1B: Your letters directed to Ostende and Dover have both been
received. I will be obliged, as soon as you learn of the release of the
Rappahannock, and prior to the announcement of it to the rebels, if
possible, to telegraph the information to Pierre Sisco, American consu-
lar agent at Dover, who will be acquainted with the position of the
Kearsarge, and has instructions for the iinmediate transmission of the
telegram, i
I will endeavor to keep you advised of our movements otherwise,
T have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
_ JNO. A, WINSLOW,
Captain.
Hon. WM, L, DAvTON, _
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary
- of the United States.

Report of Commander Shufeldt, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8.
Proteus, of the cruise of that vessel from New York to Key West, Fla.

U. 8. 8. ProTEUS,
Key West, April 27, 1864,
S1R: In obedieuce to your order of the bth instant, I sailed in this
ship from Sandy Hook, on the 11th instant, encountering from the
start heavy southwest gales until our arrival oft Abaco light-house, on
the 20th instant, Kor three or four days in the vicinity of Bermuda,
owing to this state of the weather and to the moon being in the full, I
saw nothing of & suspicious character,
On the 20th, 30 miles B, N, E. from Abaco, I boarded the English
“schooner Try Me, from Nassau to 8t. John, New Brunswick, but
returning to the first port in distress. She, I have no doubt, would
have proved a lawful prize, but being in a sinking condition I did not
feel it prudent to trust a prize crew in her. Her cargo (mainly salt)
was nearly all destroyed by her leaking, It being a matter of question
whether I had a right to destroy her on the high seas before condemna-
tion, and being convinced by survey that she could never go to sea
again, I permitted her to seek a refuge in charge of her own crew.
On leaving New York I was informed that we had on board 276 tons
of coal. Reexamining the bunkers on the date above mentioned, 1
ascertained that our total capacity is only 214 tons. This rendered it
necessary to shorten my cruise, and in consequence I arrived and
re;ﬁfted to Admiral Bailey on the 22d instant, at Key West.
e ship and engines performed well under trying circumstances,
Her easy speed is about 10 knots, and average coal consumption 15 touns
per twenty-four hours, '
I am, very respectfully,
R. W, SHUFELDT,
- Jommander.
Hon, GIDEON WELLES, '
Secretary of the Navy.,
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U, 8, Navy, commanasng West
ndia Squadron, transmitting report oj’ Oommander Guest, U. 8. Nauy,
commanding U. 8. 8, Galatea, of the condition of that vessel,

FLAGSAIP POWHATAN,
. ; Oape Haitien, April 29, 1864,
S1r: The enclosed report of Commander Guest, of the Galatea, with
another of a survey upon his ship, show that vessel to be much in need
of calking. She has therefore been sent to New York, - -
It is believed that if the commander keeps his officers and cre
together, and carefully attends himself to the repair, it might be
quickly done and the ship return to the station in a short time. ‘
I have the Lomnor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. L. LARDNER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West India Squadron,

Hon. GIpEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.
[Enclosure.)
U. 8. 8. GALATEA,
‘ Oape Haitien, April 23, 1864,

ADMIRAL! Onmy last convoy Y found this vessel leaking considerably
(from 12 to 18 inches per hour) and the leak constantly increasing,

On my return to this port an examination of the seams above the
copper has proved them all open. I have had a sheet of copper removed
and find the seams worge under the copper than above it. I therefore
do not feel justified in taking this ship to sea without applying for a
survey, as in case of heavy weather 1 fear by the working of the ship
I shall take in too much water. '

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant
f OHN GUEST
Commander, OCommanding U. 8. 8. Gaiatea.
Admiral J, L. LARDNER, U. 8. Navy
Commanding West India Squadron,

Report of Captain Walke, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. S. Sacramento,
of the arrival of that wvessel at Cape Town, in search of the 0. 8, d.
Alabama.

U. 8. S, BAORAMENTO,
Oape Town, Cape of Good Hope, April 30, 1864,

Sir: I have the honor to report that the U, 8. 8, Sacramento arrived
at this port on the 20th instant, twenty-three days from Rio [de]
Janeiro. This unusually long passage for a steamer is the consequence
of her being unable to take on board sufficient coal to cross the Atlantic
with head winds and calms, against which she was obliged to contend
for a considerable part of the way to this port, -

I am informed that the Alabama arrived here about the 19th of March
and left on the 25th for Brest. I shall therefore proceed (according to
your orders) in search of her as soon as I can fill up with coal and
provisions, touching at Oape Verde Islands, Madeira, or any other
ports on the way where there is a probability of finding any of the
rebel cruisers, -

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. WALKE,

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,

Seoretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.
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Report of Aoting Master Olark, U. 8. Navy, commanding U, S. ship
Onward, transmitting letter from the U. 8. minister to Brazil, urging
. the continued presence of that vessel in those waters.

~ U, 8, SHip ONWARD,
Rio de Janeiro, April 30, 1864,
S1r: I have the honor to report to you that I.provisioned and refitted
ship for six months at this port; and then took a cruise to the south-
ward. On my return I communicated with the minister and consul,
who requesteg me to remain here for the present to watch four Confed-
erate vessels that have been detained here by the Brazilian authorities,
and as it is thought likely the decision of the courts will be in their
favor, they will probably try and get to sea. I enclose a copy of General
‘Webb's letter, ,A
Hoping my course will meet the approbation of the Department,
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient gervant,
Wwum. H, OLARK,
D Acting Muster, Qommanding.
Hon. GinEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

(Enclosure.]

LEGATION OF UNITED STATES,
] Petropolis [ Brazil), April 25, 1864,

DEAR SB1Rr: There is not the slightest necessity for your going to the
cape in search of the Alabama, while there is a pressing necessity for
{our being at this port for the present. The consul will explain what

mean, = :

In addition to the necessity for being here to which I refer, I am
under a pledge to the Government to keep a certain naval force on the
coast for the purpose of preventing the pirates visiting the ports of
Brazil, and thus avoiding all the complications growing out of their
presence. I request, therefore, that for the present you remain in port.

Your obedient servant,
J. WATSON WEBS,

Oaptain CLARK, '

U. 8. Ship Onward,

Letter from the UsS-minister to France to Captain Winslow, U. S, Navy,
commanding U, 8. 8. Kearsarge, announcing the abandonment of the
0. 8. 8. Rappahannock.

Lt:gATION DES ErATs-UNIS,
, Paris, April 30, 1864.
Sik: In an interview with Mr, Drouyn de Lhuys, French minister of
foreign affairs, from which I have just returned, he informed me that
the persons who have heen cngaged in applying to the French Govern-
ment to get out the Rappahannook have now informed him that all fur-
ther attempts for that purpose have been abandoned, and that the
vessel will be left to rot where she is. 1 have no fear, therefore, of the
early discharge of this vessel,
The four clipper ships which are being constructed by Mr. Arman at
Bordeaux and Nantes for the Confederates are in the course of rapid
completion, particularly the Yeddo and Osaco, which lie at Bordeaux,
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The Yeddo is advertised to sail for Ching on the 30th of May and the
Osaco on the 30th of June, under pretense that they are intended for
the French-China line, They are both Confederate vessels and should
be captured if possible, ‘ - :

The Georgia, I am informed, has sailed for Antwerp.

I am, gir, your obedient servant,
WM. L. DAYTON,
Captain WINSLOW,
U. 8, 8. Kearsarge.

Report of Commander Preble, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. ship 8t.
Lowis, explaining his course of action when at Funchal, Madeira, toward
the O, S, 8, Florida* ‘ .

U. 8. SLoor o¥ WAR St. Louls,
Cadiz, May 2, 1864,

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of General Orders,
Nos, 30 and 31, and the communications from the Department acknowl-
edging my Nos. 9 and 12, L - ;

I regret the Department strongly disapproves my having taken the
shot from my guns, after the Florida had anchored at Madeira, but beg
respectfully to say I can not feel that the honor of our flag, which it is
my pride to sustain, would have been compromised by the act had the
Florida broken the neutrality of the port, or that I am ¢“humiliated” by
it as an officer, We were none the less ready to promptly return her
fire, and I would call to your attention my same letter mentions that
when it was intimated she would fire into us on leaving port, our guns
were shotted, cast loose, and other preparations made,

During my thirty years’ service it has been thé order and custom on
board every ship 1 have sailed in to withdraw the shot from the guns
on entering and to reshot them on leaving port, The Ordnance Instruc-
tions, under the head ¢ Captain,” direct: ’

Before entering any friendly port, he will cause every species of projectile to be
drawn from the guns,

I This course I have followed, and this ordeér obeyed, on board the St
Louis. ' .

On entering Funchal Roads I drew the shot as usual, and after the
necessary saluting when the ship was ready for sea and about to sail
reshotted- the guns., The Florida came in at midnight and anchored.
When her character was discovered the next morning the crew were
much excited at seeing her display her bunting and at our evident
inability to catch her at sea, I feared some one of them might be
tempted without orders to fire into. her, and if 8o, into the town, for she
lay between us and the shore, and considered it & wise precaution to
draw the shots, leaving them at hand by the guns, It did not impair
our efficiency or readiness, and there was no likelihood of her firing
into us in a port where she was soliciting supplies, and where at short
range, without steam, had she done so, she would have been at our
mercy, , _ -

I believed our Government desirous of showing the world that we
respected the neutral rights of the smaller nations, especially one that
had not allowed the rebels belligerent rights, quite as much as those of

*See vol. 2; p. 636,
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\
the leading powers who had, and was unwilling that by any want ot
precaution on my part implicit faith in our respect for those rights
should be hazarded, @ o ,
Trusting this explanation, respectfully offered, will remove the erro-
neous impression of my former letter,
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servaut, o
Gro, HENRY PREBLE,
. Commander, U, 8. Navy.
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C,

Report of Commander Oollins, U, 8. Navy commcmding U. 8. 8. Wachu-
sett, of the cruise and return of that vessel to Bahia, Brazil, transmitting
letter from the U. 8. consul a¢ Pernambuco, Brazil.

U. 8. S, WAOHUSETT,
Bahia, Brazil, May 3, 1864.

SirR: I have the honor to report our rearrival at this place for coal
after an absence of twenty-nine days. '

Learning that the Sacramento and Onward were on the southern
coast, I deemed it best to cruise to the northward, where the rebel
cruisers had destroyed our shipping last year. ;

On leaving here on the 4th of April last we ran to the eastward 50
miles, then to Pernambuco for news, thence eastward 566 miles, thence
to the island of Fernando de Noronha, thence to the Rocas, latitude
30 52/ 8., longitude about 33° 49’ W, thence to the equator, in longi-
tude about 37© W, Wae then ran to the eastward on the equator to lon-
gitude about 27040’ W, thence again to Fernando de Noronha, thence
to Pernambuco, where 1 received the enclosed note from our consul,
which induced me to go to Parahiba to meet the Brazilian mail steamer
from Para and intermediate ports, Upon learning at Parahiba that no
rebel vessels had been scen or heard of between there and the Amazon,
I returned here for coal, arriving this day with only 10 tons or board,

After filling our coai and making the repairs, & list of which I
enclose, I will proceed to carry out your instructions of the 27th of
January last. ;

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: N. CoLLINg,
Commander.
Hon., GIpEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O

{ Encloauro.)
Duplicates sent to all U, S, consuls in Braxil,

Lernambuco, April 27, 1864,

Sir: Henry M, Walker (American), master of the British schooner
Belle, of Granville, Nova Scotia, arrived in this port yesterday from
New York, reports that on the 14th instant, in latitude 7° 45/ N,, lon-
gitude 38° 30’ W,, he was boarded by a steam vessel wearing the flag
of the United States, but which he supposes to be one of the British
pirates, ‘ )
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- The steamer was under sail and steering W, 8, W, when first seen.
She easily came up with him, as the schooner is slow, ordered him to
heave to, and ho heard an officer on the poop deck order a boat to be
lowered. The crew were not piped, as on vessels of war, ; L
The crew of the boat that boarded him, as well as all the rest of the
crew of the steamer, were dressed as ordinary merchant seamen., ‘

The boarding officer wore a blue coat with shoulder straps, blue pan.
taloons with white stripe about an inch wide down the legs, cap with
gold band, and wearing no visible arms of any kind. s ‘

The officer asked for newspapers and then for the schooner’s register; .
alsoasked the tiine,saying his chronometer was out of order,

Captain Walker did not ask the - 1me of the steamer, because, as he
says, he heard his crew ask the ciow of the boat: “What steamer is
that?” They answered: “The United States gunboat Pawnee,”

Oaptain Walker describes her as bark-rigged, with two smoke pipes,
one abaft the other, the pipes raking, as in the Florida, and painted
lead color. ; o ' '

She had seven portholes on a side, but no guns out; had one bow
chaser, small billet-head, with serpent carved on it. N

The boarding officer asked Oaptain Walker if he had spoken or seen
any American vessels, , .

No United States vessels of war have been here since the 7th instant,
when the Wachusctt called for news, ,

As many homeward-bound whaling vessels touch here for supplies
and Bast Indiamen for orders, it is very important that I should have
the latest news of any suspicious vessels met with at sea. ‘

Any information that you may be able to give me concerning either
the movements of the pirates or vessels of war of the United States
will be thankfully received, and the favor duly reciprocated whenever
an opportunity offers.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
( THOMAS ADAMSON, Jr,,
' U. 8. Consul,

The CONSUL OF THE UNITED STATES AT ST, CATHARINE'Y,

Report of Commander Quest, U. S, Navy, commanding U, 8. S. Galatea,
of the arrival of that vessel at New York in obedience to orders from
Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U, S, Navy.

U. S, S, GALATEA,
New York, May 7, 1864.
Sir: I have to report my arrival with the Galatee under my com-
mand at this port, in obedience to an order of Acting Rear-Admiral
Lardner, a copy of which I herewith enclose.
A report of the survey held on this vessel will of course reach the
Depuartment by the same mail, _
The Galatew needs a thorough calking, The ocugines are in good
condition.
- I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant
Joun Gumsr,
‘ Commander, Commanding U. 8. 8. Galatea.
Hon, G. WELLES, ,
Seoretary of the Navy.
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(Enclosure.)

FLAGSHIP POWHATAN, ‘
, : , Oape Haitien, April 29, 1864,
SIR: You will p. ceed with the Galatea under your command to New
York for the purpose of having yourship calked, It is believed that if
you keep your officers and crew by the ship and attend assiduously to
this needful repair, it can soon be finished, that you may return without
loss of time to your station, which you will do, unless otherwise ordered
by the honorable Secretary of the Navy. L ,
Immediately upon your arrival you will report to the Navy Depart-
ment and to the commandant of the station.
Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. L. LARDNER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West India Squadron.

Oommander J, GUEST, -
U. 8. 8. Galatea.

Report of Commander Murray, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S, S. Wateree,
of the arrival of that vessel at Montevideo, Uruguay, from Bahia,
Brazil. '

U. 8. 8, WATEREE,
Montevideo, May 9, 1864.

Sir: I respectfully report our arrival at this place upon the 3d
instant, in nine and a half days from Bahia. I shall be detained here
by necessary repairs to the wheels and engine until the 11th instant,
when I shall leave for Valparaiso. I enclose for the information of the
Department an abstract from the steam log of this vessel, by which it
will be seen that she does not improve in speed. By my direction ths
engineer pushed her to the utmost attainable speed during the four
hours comprised in this abstract, It is proper that I should add that
the white paint has entirely disappeared from the bottom of the vessel,
a}r]ul that o slight accumulation of grass and barnacles is perceptible
there,

I have the honor to be, vory respectfully, yours, ete.,
¥, K. MURRAY,
Commander, U, 8. Navy.
Hoii, GipsoN WELLES, -
Secrctary of Navy, Washington, D, C.

Letter Jrom the U, S, minister to England to the British sccretary of state
Jor forcign affairs, regarding the pregence in the port of Liverpool of
the Qonfederate privateer Georgia. :

LugATION OoF THE UNITED STATES,
London, May 9, 1864,
My Lorp: Information has been received at this legation of the
arrival at Liverpool, in the night of 18t of May, of the steamer formerly
known as the Japan. This is the same vessel which, while registered

~ and held in the name of Thomas Bold, a British subject, residing at

Liverpool, was armed and equipped from this Kingdom and proceeded
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to depredate upon the commerce of the United States by burning and
destroying several merchant ships, I had the honor to call your lord-
ship's attention to this subject in my note of the 7th July, 1863, ,
It now appears that this vessel, having assumed the name of the
Georgia, and the character of an armed ship of the insurgents of the
United States, has returned to Great Britain, at Liverpool. In what
character she has been received 1 have not yet been informed. I learn
that she is about to remain for an indefinite period, the men having
been discharged. I scarcely need to suggest to your lordship that it
has become a matter of interest to my Government to learn whether
this vessel agsumes the right to remnain in virtue of her former character,
or, if received in her later one, why she is permitted to overstay the
period of time specified by the terms of her Majesty’s proclamation.
As she appears to have come directly from a port on the coast of France,
th}ls' apparent intention to lay up would seem to be the more extra-
ordinary. ‘ . ‘ o ; e
I can not but infer from the course previously adopted toward the
armed vessels of the United States that any such proceeding, if taken
by one of them, would have been attended with an early request from
your lordship to myself for an explanation. As some time has now
elapsed since the arrival of this vessel, without the appearance of the
smallest interruption of her-operations, 1 have felt it my duty, in
advance of the possibility of receiving instructions from my Govern-
ment, not to omit to make this representation on its behalf. ;

I pray your lordship to accept the assurances of the highest consider-
ation with which -

I have the hounor to be, my lord, your most obedient servant,

CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS,
Rt. Hon, EARL RUSSELL,

Report of Oaptain Steuwdgen,»lf. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. siip Qon-
stellation, of the proposed departure of that vessel for Tunis.

U. 8. S[H1P] CONSTELLATION,
‘ Bay of Spezia [Italy), May 10, 1864.
S81r: I have to inform you that I.am on the point of sailing for Tunis
where a revolt has broken out against the Government. ~
- The season has been remarkably sickly. We have had several cases
of typhoid fever, etc., among the officers. I am just recovering from a
severe illness, -

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. 8. STELLWAGEN,
o : Captain,
Hon, GIDEON WELLES, :

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, 0.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U, S, Navy, commanding West
India Squadron, of the rumored presence of the 0. 8. 8. Florida in
the West Indies. o )

FrAagsme POWHATAN,
 Oape Haitien, May 10, 1864.
SIR: A report has been received from S8t. Thomas that the Florida is

- at the island of Martinique. Although this report is not confirmed by

information from our consul or friends at 8t. Thomas, I shall proceed

to windward without delay to ascertain its truth. ‘
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In this connection I would add that a dispatch was received a few
weeks ago from our consul-general at Havana stating that the Florida
was in the Bahama Channel. I immediately went there and found the
supposed pirate to be H, B. M, sloop Oygnet, cruising for slavers, The
COygnet belongs to a class of ships from which the Alabama and Florida
are supposed to be modeled.

Annexed is the position of the squadron, L

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. .. LARDNER,
* Commanding West India Squadron.

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy,

(Enclosure,]

Steamer Neptune,Commander Sanford, convoying California steamers,
Steamer Galatea, Commander Guest, sent to New York for repairs.
Storeship National Guard, sailed on the 3d instant to Key West for
‘provisions for this squadron, :
Bark Gemsbok (dismantled), at 8t: Thomas, with coal, ,
J. L. LARDNER,
Commanding Squadron.

Mutiny by a draft of men on board the steamier Ocean Queen, May 15, 1864,

Report of Commander Ammen, U, 8, Navy, of mv'.tiny by a draft of men under his command
while on board the American steamer Qcean Queen.

NEw York OCIrv, June 5, 1864.

Sir: I have tlie honor to report my arrival at New York, as directed.
in your order of the 11th ultimo, and in connection therewith various
occurrences in the performance of my duties in charge of a draft of
men destined to Panama,

I took passage, as directed on the 13th nltimo, on board of the Ocean
Queen at New York, bound to Aspinwall, Aided by Boatswain T. G,
Bell, who reported to me by order of the Department, I received, after
the Ocean Queen had left the dock, a draft of 220 men from Philadel.
phia, under charge of Lieutenant-Commander Nemmes, I learned
afterwards that after having been sent on board three of the men suc-
ceeded in teturning to the other steamer dressed in citizens’ clothes,
As I had called the attention of Lieutenant-Commander Semmes to the
probability of an endeavor on the part of some of the draft to return
in the same boat which had brought them, I trust they did not escape
detection, )

Owing to the steerage being entirely fllled with passengers, the star-
board side under the hurricane deck and forward of the wf\eelhouse
was assigned to the men under my charge, There was of course a want
of comfort, as the men generally had to lie upon the deck to sleep, and
the place assigned required close stowage. ;

At midnight of the 13th I was informed that some of my men wished
to see me, Upon dressing and going into the port gangway, I found
John Kelly and Alfred Bussell (seamen), also one or two others not now
known, who informed me that they were very uncomfortable, and on
my saying that I was aware of it and that as far as possible their
comfort would be looked to, Kelly proposed that a little whisky would
make all right, to which I dissented.
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On the morning of Saturday, the 14th, fault was found with the
breaktast by ten or twelve men, although the others who were asked
bf me stated that they were satisfied. At dinner on the 14th great
dissatisfaction was expressed by the same persons who had made the
difficulty that morning, and in order probably to make the discontent
more general they beat the servants belonging to the Ocean en,
drove them away from the tables, and threw overboard a number of
tin pots and pans, In order to enable the better-disposed men to get
anything to eat I had to assign some colored boys belonging to the
draft to reset the tables and bring the provisions tfrom the pantry,

At this time Captain Tinklepaugh spoke to me of the probable neces-
sity of going into Hampton Roads and putting the. draft of . men on
shore, or at least ten or twelve of the most turbulent, I told him I
thought it would be unnecessary and I hoped he would continue on his
voyage, although I could not but agree with him that the condnct of
some of the men was extremely disrespectful and mutinous in expres.
sion, Theringleaders at that time endeavored to provoke me to attempt
to put them in irons and thus bring about open violence, having that .
act as a pretext, , L ‘ "

It is proper here to state that from the steerage passengers, by per-
suasion or force, enough liquor was obtained to render some twenty or
thirty of the men more or less intoxicated, and perhaps to aid in possess-
ing them with the idea that as I had no marine guard and but one
officer, they would be able to do whatever they wished. 1 have infor-
mation which seems reliable that there was an actual design to take
possession of the veasel for the purposeof first obtaining liquor and after-
wards plunder, It is proper, however, to state, in order to prevent mis-
conception, that I did not suspect a design to plunder at the time of
the occurrence of Sunday, May 156. )

On Sunday morning, after seeing that all the men had breakfasted
who were disposed to do so, I had a conversation with the ringleader,
which showed me unequivocally, had a proof been wanting, that simply
a pretext was sought on their part. They spoke as mutinously as at
any other time, although they appeared little or not at all under the
influence of liquor, After much boasting, John Kelly (seaman), stated
that he had kunocked down a sentry over a spirit room on board of a
vessel of war and with others broken into it, and that they would get at
- theliquor of this vessel, He, as also Alfred Bussell (seaman), said they
would remain quiet until dinner time, when, if they did not get what
they wished, they would come aft and take it by force. I told them
that this was simply impossible, and if they made an attempt of that
kind they certainly would be shot,

Soon after I had a conversation with Oaptain Tinklepaugh, who com-
mands the Ocean Queen, in which, as in former conversations, the proba-
bility of an actual attempt at violence was discussed. Hesaid he feared
he would be obliged to shoot several of the men in order to secure the
safety of his command, I stated to him that I thought it properly
belonged to me to designate the point at which the proceedings of the
mutinous men should be met by force, and that if their conduct ren-
dered it necessary to use firearms I would give the order to fire, to
which he assented,

After the dinner of the men was placed upon the table, and which
- consisted of hard bread, good fresh beef, ronsted potatoes, and tea, the
ringleaders were called by Boatswain Bell, and in answer to his enquiry
expressed themselves perfectly satisfied with the dinner, They imme-
 diately stole away, however, to the port gangway, and in an endeavor
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to force the gateway and go aft were opposed by a man stationed there,
and, as soon afterwards as they could come to his assistance, by Oap-
tain Tinklepaugh, Mr, Phelps, the engineer of the Ocean Queen, Boat-
swain Bell, and Dr. Woodward, a passenger.

I was sent for from forward on the hurricane deck and, passing over
it and then forward and into the port gangway, arrived in time to see
an exhibition of physical force mainly or perhaps entirely between
three men belonging to the draft and the persons before mentioned.

1 did not hesitate to give the order to fire upon these men, nor, after.
repeating it, to fire myself, which was immediately followed by other
pistol shots from the parties named, as well as myself, and which
resulted at once in the death of John Kelly and Alfred Bussell (seamen).

The gangway was cleared by the precipitate flight of the third man
actively engaged, and a party of twelve or fifteen at that time in waiting
near the foremast, and supposed to be in readiness to abet, at once sought
refuge in the steerage. Without delay I went forward over the hurri-
cane deck, directed all hands to be called, and briefly stated the fact
that two or three men had been killed in the act of violence; that I felt
sure it was quite as much a matter of regret to me as to any of them;
that order would be preserved at all hazards; that I had to thank ali
but & small number of them for their continued good conduet, which
implited that they understood and appreciated their duty to their
country,

This was received with three spontaneous cheers by all those assem-
bled, composing probably the whole draft, with the exception of those
previously mentioned as having sought refuge in the steerage. After
receiving this honest and spontaneous expression on their part, I
directed the men to go at once to their dinners, so a8 not to detain
those coming after them, which was complied wiéh without delay.

After the men had dined I went on the spar deck and selected Wil-
liam Murray, Michael H, Collier, Dennis McQarty, and William Hay-
den, seamen, and Thomas Riley, landsman, men whose conduct had
been most d{sorderly and mutinous, and directed them to go onto the
hurricane deck, as I wished to have them put in irons, which order was
obeyed and executed without resistance,

The knowledge that the rebel steamer Floride was in these waters,
and various other reasons which no doubt have been communicated to
Rear-Admiral Lardner by Commander Sanford, commanding the U, S, 8.
Neptune,induced him to extend the convoy to Aspinwall, I amindebted
to this fortuitous circumstance for the aid of a corporal and three
marines, through which, and the considerate assistance of Captain
Tinklepaugh and his officers, I succeeded in taking care of the men
composing the draft from 6 p. m, of the 23d to 9 a, m, of the following
day, when 212 men were marched to-the cars and seated,

The best dispositions were made that were possible by Mr, Parker
the superintendent at Aspinwall, and also for the reception of the draf%
at Panama., In trangit ten men jumped from the windows of the cars
when in motion and escaped, making the number delivered to the com-
manding officer, Lieutenant-Commander Law, of the Oyane, 202,, Tho
names of the deserters and other matters connected therewith have
been duly communicated to the Chief of the Bureau of Equipment and
Recruiting,

I have to express my obligation to Captain Tinklepaugh, of the Ocean
Queen, for affording me all the aid in his power to prevent desertions,
and am also indebted to several fellow passengers who kept watch with
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me during a considerable part of the night at Aspinwall; nor am I for-
getful that Boatswain Bell, my assistant in c¢harge of {he draft, dis-
charged his duties in the most satisfactory manner. ,

Sworn statements by passengers and others, relating particularly to
the occurrences of May 15, have been made before authorized persons
and are in possession of Captain Tinklepaugh, who intends to give
them publicity. o .

I have been minute, perhaps tedious, in furnishing such facts as
appeared to have oven a remote bearing upon the transactions detailed.
If anything should suggest itself in forming an opinion I will be much
pleased to answer as definitely as may be in my power any enquiry or
demand of the Department,

If, in the good judgment of the honorable Sécretary of the Navy,
any doubt should exist in regard to the propriety of my action in the
occurrence of Sunday, May 15, or in connection therewith, I have to
request a court of enquiry,

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DANL. AMMEN,
, ' Commander,

Hon. GIipEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, C.

Report of Commander Ammen, U, 8. Navy, requesting court-martial in the matter of the
mutiny of the draft of men on board the steamer Ocean Queen, and enclosing sworn state-
ments.

_ PHILADELPHIA, PA,, June 15, 1864,

Sir: I beg leave herewith to enclose copies of sworn statements
referred to in my report of the 6th instant, .

After mature deliberation, and for reasons which I will adduce, and
which I trust will be regarded as sufficient, I have to ask that the
Department will prefer charges and order a court-martial upon me, tak-
iIng tlie most unfavorable view warranted by the sworn statements which

enclose.

As no one in active life can escape from the malice which from time .
to time arises only from a proper, not to say necessary, exercise of
authority, I think it due me that my conduct should be officially pro-
nounced upon. »

A court of enquiry would not free me from possible civil prosecution
afterwards, which would be tedious, annoying, and perhaps unjust.
Therefore, a court-martial is, in my mind, preferable, yielding without
delay a development of the facts and whatever consequences that in
justice may grow out of them,

As the Ocean Queen will arrive at New York about the 6th of July, I
trust that it will meet the views of the Department to order n court-
martial at thav point several days earlier, 8o as to organize, consider
the sworn statements in the hands of the agent of the Atlantic and
Pacific Steamship Company, and be pre})ared to take the evidence of
the captain of the Ocean Queen on her arrival, and also such other of the
officers and crow as may be deemed advisable.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,

DANL. AMMEN,
Commander,
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, C.
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[Encloaures.] . ; )
ON BOARD SBTEAMSHIP OUEAN QUEBEN, .
) At Sea, May 19, 1864,
Daniel Ammen, being duly sworn, says that he is a commander in
the United States naval service, and on the 12th day of May, 1864,
received orders from the Secretary of the Navy to take passage on=boarci
the California steamer leaving the port of New York May 13, 1864, for
the purpose of taking charge of a draft of men to be‘deliveredto Rear-
Admiral Bell at Panama, New Granada, to be aided by Boatswain T. G.
Bell in the éxecution.of that duty, o PRI
~ On the 13th instant, about 1 o’clock p. m., after having left the wharf
at New York,and Whiie the steamer was lying in the stream, I received
from Lieutenant-Commander Semmes a draft of 220 men, who wero

understood to have been transferred from the Army.
‘The crowded state of the Ocean Queen rendered it necessa

, ‘ ‘ ry to assign
them the deck on the starboard side, forward of the wheelhouse and
‘under the hurricane deck, About midnight, when at sea, I was called
by one of the officers of the Ocean Queen, who said that some of my
men wished to see me. I dressed myself, went into the port gangway,
and met three or four men, who stated timt;ithey were very uncomfort-
able and were not able to sleep. Two of these men I recognized as the
two persons who have since been shot. I stated to them that I knew
they s7ere uncomtortable, but that everything would be done to lessen
their discomfort, and that I expected them to be reasonable, One of
them, John Keliy, seaman, said that he thought that a little whisky
would make everything all right, or words to that effect. I told them
that was quite out of the question, but that everything would be done
that could be [done] to make them comfortable, and they then weunt
forward, o ;

The following morning they and a half dozen others complained of
their breakfast, which consisted of bread, coffee, and very fair salt
beef, I stated to them that I would ask &he captain of the vessel to
add potatoes or something of that kind. o :

At dinner on the same day (Saturday) they manifested discontent
again, and had a conversation with Captain Tinklepaugh, the captain
of the vessel, which was not without disrespect on their part, but
appeared to be satisfactory in regard to the future, ! ~

The captain had stated to them that owing to being obliged to set
the tables flve times for ench meal, he found it impossible to set the
table three times, but would give them two good meals and tea or coftee
at the second,  The'following morning the breakfast consisted of bread,
salt meat, hominy,molasses, and coffee,and was again abusive]yobjecte(i
to by‘perfxa 8 eigint or a dozen menj and it is proper to state that the
men generally expressed themselves satisfied on this occasion, as for-
merly, and that 1 asked a number. :

QOaptain Tinklepaugh and myself had several conversations, for it
was apparent to me that the conduct of these men sought o pretext
rather than wished anything in particular, ; :

They stated to me after the breakfast that they would not eat what
had been set upon the table, but would go aft and help themselves to
what they wanted; that they would break open the spirit room, and
one of them said he had doneso on board of a vessel of war, 1 stated to
them that that conduet was quite impossible, and it they attempted it
they certainly would be shot, but that their dinner, I hoped, would
suit them, This mutinous conduet on the part of these men induced
preparation to meet acts of violence on their part,
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When the dinner was served, which consisted of good roast beef,
hard bread, and potatoes, Boatswain Bell called those who had expresse(i
most discontent, examined the food, stated thattheir beating the servants
of the boat had prevented their willingness to go to the tables, but that
the potatoes would be sent for, and asked them if they were satisfied.
They replied that they were, and added, ¢ Perfectly so,” and on my
going down forward the boatswain stated to me that he thought there
would be no further trouble, o ,

I had no sooner returned to the hurricane deck than I was called by
Captain Tinklepaugh to come to the port gangway (it having been
agreed upon, at my request, that no decided action should be taken by
him without my order). On going into the port gangway I saw two or
three men engaged in a hand-to-hand struggle, as pushing, etc., against
Oaptain Tinklepaugh, Mr. Phelps, the engineer of the vessel, and boat-
swain, Mr, Bell, of the U. 8. Navy. - S ol

I did not hesitate, but gave the order to fire, reiterated it, and fired
myself the first pistol shot, which was immediately followed by shots
from Captain Tinklepaugh, Dr. Woodward, and Boatswain Bell, which
resulted in the death of Alfred Bussell and John Kelly, seamen;
another man running forward to a group of between twenty and thirty
men collected abaft the foremast and apparently awaiting events,

I went at once forward over the hurricane deck, had the men col-
lected, and stated to them that the use of violence had made it nec-
essary to shoot two of their number, which 1 was sure I regretted
quite a8 much as any of them; that they owed a duty to their country
and that 1 expected good conduct on their part, and that they knew
perfectly well what could be done by Oaptain Tinklepaugh on board
the vessel would be [done], and that it was my business as well as my
pleasure to see that 1t was. '

They—apparently nhanimously—gave three cheers and returned to
their dinners, as directed by me. IFour others of the draft I asked
Captain Tinklepaugh to put in irons, and directed them to come upon
the hurricane deck, which they did reluctantly, but without resort to
force on my part, ’

DANL, AMMEN,
Commander, U. 8. Navy.

ON BOARD STEAMER OCEAN QUEEN,
; At Sea, May 19, 1864,
On this 19th day of May, 1864, before me, the subseriber, one of the
agsociate justices of the Supreme Court of the United States of Amer-
ica, now at sea, on the steamship Ocean Queen, personally came Daniel
Ammen, to me known td be the person described in and who signed the
above statement, who, being by me duly sworn, did depose and say that
he had read the foregoing statement and knew the contents thereof,
and that the same is true.
. STEPHEN J. FIELD,
Associate Justice of the Supreme Qourt of the United States.

—

STEAMSHIP OOEAN QUEEN,
At Sea, May 16, 1864,
Edward L, Tinklepaugh, being duly sworn, says that he is captain
of the steamer Ocean Queen, running between the ports of New York,
United States of America, and Aspinwall, New Granada., That he left
N W R—VOL I3
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his dock at New York on Friday, May 13, 1864, at about 12 m,, with
orders from the agent of the steamer to lie in the stream and take on
board 220 United States sailors and transport them to Aspinwall, afore-
said. That, in pursnance of such orders; he received said 220 sailor§
on board and proceeded on his' voyage. That said sailors were under
the charge and command of Captain Ammen, a commander in the
United States naval service, aided in his command by Boatswain
Thomas G. Bell. That on the morning of the second day after depar-
ture many of the said sailor8 bécame riotous and mutinous, and on
deponent’s’ going forward where said sailors weré quartered on Satur-
day, the 14th instant, to remonstrate with them for their riotous'conduct
and: for assaulting the servants and sailors’ belonging to' his vessel
(which they had already done), said sailors gathered about deponent
and: used threatening and abusive language and defied the authority
and power of their commander and also of deponent as captain of the
vessel ; and that the said sailors refused and would not permit the sailors
belonging to the vessel to attend toand perform their duties on the for-
ward part of the vessel, and also threw overboard considerable of the
farniture and property of the ship., That there was no marine guard
accompanying said sailors, nor were there any ship arms on board the
vessel, That from the excited state of said sailors, and from the fact
that each man was armed with a sheath knife, said deponent feared
to make the attempt of putting the ringleaders in irons at that time,
and now fully believes that had he at that time made the attempt his -
ship’s officers and crew would have been overpowered by said sailors
and would have been taken possession of by them, :

That the forward part of the vessel was occupied by the steerage pas-
sengers and said sailors, and the after part of the vessel by the first
and second class passengers, and the forward part and after part are
separated by a light wooden grating. That besides said sailors he liad
on board as passengers about eight hundred persons. That on Sunday
morning, the 15th instant, said sailors stated and declared to this depo-
nenti that it was their purpose and intention at about 2 o’clock in the
afternoon to break through the grating that separates thie forward from
the after part of the vessel and come and take possession of the after
part of the vessel.

That deponent is informed by one of said sailors, and believes it to
be the fact, that said sailors, or a portion‘of them, concerted and agreed
together on the night of the 13th to mutiny and take possession of the
ship, and stated among themselves that they would do so, and were
making enquiry for someone to act as engineer to run the ship’s engine,

That no cause or provocation existed to excite mutiny, and the accom-
modations and provisions furnished said sailors 'were the same and in
all respects as good as those given the steerage passengers; ‘

- That about 2 o’clock p. m, on Sunday, the 156th instant, said sailors
attempted to break through the gate in fne grating which separates the
forward from the rear part of the vessel. That one of the crew of the
vessel was in charge of said gate. That the said sailors by force and
violence removed said man from the gate and began coming through
the same to the rear part of the vessel. That this deponent and E. R,

" Phelps, the chiof engineer of the vessel, George F. Woodward, W, B,

Johuston, B, A, Bedlack, and Dr. E. H, Gibbs, the surgeon of the vessel,
were present and noar tine said gate at that time,

That previous to this time deponent had stated to Commander Ammen,
who was in charge of said sailors, that in case the sailors attempted to
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come abaft the gate he should shoot them down, and that said Captain
D. Ammen authorized him to do so, and told him he himself would give
the order in case of necessity, . o : ,

That as soon as deponent saw the sailors beginning to come abaft
the gate he immediately called Captain D. Ammen. That when Cap-
tain Ammen arrived on the spot deponent, said Phelps, Woodward,
Gibbs, Johnston, and Bedlack were all using their remonstrances and
strength in forcing the said sailors forward ot the gate and in preventing.
them from coming farther aft. , .

- That a8 soon as Oaptain Ammen arrived and saw the situation he
ordered that the sailors be fired upon, and himself fired the first shot.

That deponent, Captain D. Ammen, George F. Woodward, and Boat-
swain Thomas G. Bell all fired upon said sailors with revolvers, and
two of said sailors, named John Kelly and Alfred Bussell, were killed
by the shots fired by some of said persons, and thereupon the remain-
der of the sailors returned forward of the gate. That one of said
sailors 80 killed fell abaft the gate and the other just in the gate,

That immmediately afterwards deponent put.five of the ringleaders
in irons, by order of Commander D. Ammen. That in the afternoon
of the same day, in accordance with the wishes of the passengers, the
passengers having private arms were formed into an organization to
keep watch all night over the ship, and such watch was formed and’
kept., Deponent further says that it is now his candid and firm belief,
in view of the circumstances, and with the knowledge that he at the
time had and has since gained, that killing of said men was an abso-
lute necessity, and that had he and the persons assisting him been less
prompt and firm the said sailors would have overpowered the ship’s
officers and crew and would have taken possession and control of the-
vessel and have greatly endangered the lives of the passengers and
the safety of their property.

) Epwp. L. TINKLEPAUGH,
ON BOARD STEAMSHIP OOEAN QUEEN,
At Sea, May 19, 1864.

On this 19th day of May, 1864, before me, the subsecriber, one of the
associate justices of the Supreme Court of the United States, person-
ally came Edward L. Tinklepaugh, to me known to be the individual
described in and who signed the above statement, and who, being by
me duly sworn, did depose and say that he had read the foregoing state-
;nent by him signed and knew the contents thereof, and that the same
8 true,

STErHEN J. FIELD,
Associate Justice of the Supreme Oourt of the United States.

STEAMSHIP OCEAN QUEEN,
At Sea, May 19, 1864,

E, R. Phelps, the chief engineer, and B, H. Gibbs, surgeon, on board—
the steamship Ocean Queen, Dr, George F. Woodward, W, B, Johnston,
and B. A, Bedlack, passengers on board said vessel, Commander D,
Ammen and Boatswain Thomas G. Bell, in the United States naval
sorvice, being each duly severally sworn, say, and each for himself says,
that he has heard read the foregoing annexed affidavit of Captain
Edward L, Tinklepaugh, That so much thereof as containa g recital of
the occurrence thercin narrated from the time of the sailors’ attempting
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to break through the gate on Sunday, the 15th instant, at about 2
o’clock p. m,, is known to each of them to be true, That they were
present during the occurrence and in full view of all that transpired,
and said affidavit is an exact recital of the facts and in all respects
true; and each states as his belief that no more force or violence was
used than was absolutely necessary to meet the exigencies of the case.
DANL., AMMEN,
‘ Commander.
- WM., B, JORNSTON.
B. A, BEDLACK.
T. G. BELL,
U. 8. Navy.
E. R, PHELPS.
GEORGE F, W0ODWARD.
- E, H. GiBBs,

Subscribed and sworn before me May 19, 1864,
STEPHEN J. FIELD,
Associate Justice of the Supreme Oourt of the United- States.

Letter from the Beoretary of the Navy to Commander Ammen, U, 8. Navy, announcing the
decision of the court in the case of the mutiny on board the steamer Ocean Queen.

. : NAVY DEPARTMENT, August 15, 1864,

Sir: The naval general court-martial, by which you were recently
tried at New York, acquitted you of the charges preferred against you.
After pronouncing this judgment the court proceed to state that—

1t a?pdarin’g from tho evidence, and not denied bﬂ the aceused, that Commander
Daniel Amnen, at the time and place mentioned in the specifications, was concerned
in the killing of John Kelly and Alfred Busdell, seamen, the court do find that the
same was done in the lawful discharge of the duty of tue said Commander Daniel

Ammen a8 an officer of the United States Navy, and tosuppress an attempted mutiny,
and in tho opinion of the court the same was justifiable homicide,

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
G1DEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Commander DVANIEL AMMEN, U, S, Navy,
New York.

Report of Acting Rear- Admiral Lardner, U. 8, Navy, commanding West
India Squadron, regarding the U, S. bark Gemsbok.

- FLAGsHIP POWHATAN,
Off the Island of Martinique, May 16, 1864,
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt on the 11th instant
of your order in relation to the Gemsbok.
The Department’s directions shall be carried out and the ship sent to
the United States as soon as I arrive at St, Thomas.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ,
: J. Ii. LARDNER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West India Squadron,

Hon, GipEON WELLES,
' ‘Seoretary of the Navy.
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Report of Oaptain Winslow, U. 8. Navy, commanding U, 8. S, Kearsarge,
of repairs to that vessel of injuries received at Ostende, Belgium.

U, 8, 8. KEARSARGE,
Dover Roads, Hngland, May 16, 1864.

SIR: I have the honor to report that from information received from
Mr. Dayton that the rebels had rejected the conditions which the French
Government had attached to the release of the Rappahannock, and
further, that the Georgia had been diverted from proceeding to Antwerp,
her intended destination, from apprehension of meeting the Kearsarge,
and had gone into Liverpool, I resolved to take advantage of this
opportunity, and accordingly left for Flushing, for examination as to
any injuries which the bottom of this vessel might have received at -
Ostende, »

On docking her she was found to have sustained no injury, except

“copper torn from her keel and on parts of her bilges ruffed up. .

The renewal of this took 51 sheets of copper, at a cost for docking,
labor, ete., of $361.62. ;

The ship’s bottom is now in a fine state, ‘

I beg to inform the Department that I received from the officials at
Flushing every facility for the work by the offer of materials and
mechanics without limit; and it is but justice to say that a ready dis-
position and kindness v7as in all instances manifested to assist us.

I have the honor {o be, very respectfully, your obedient, servant,

' JNO. A. WINSLOW,
Captain,
Hon. GipDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.

Letter from Captain Winslow, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Kear-
sarge, to the U, 8. minister to France, requesting information of any
movements in connection with the C. S, steamers Rappahannock and
Georgia,

U. 8. S, KEARSARGE,
Dover Roads, ngland, May 17, 1864,

Str: Your letter informing me that the Rappahannock would not be
released for some time, together with the information I received from
. other sources thaf the Georgia would not go to Antwerp from fear of

meeting with us, determined me to go to Iflushing for examination of
the bottom of the Iearsarge. Our injuries were found to be trifling,

On my rcturn to this plage I found an unusual bustle. The rebel
had passed over to Calais:a large number of men, together with the
crew of the Georgia. ,

Asg the number of men is more than wonld be required for the Rap-
pahannock, it may be that many of them have been sent forward to
Bordeaux. ,

I will be obliged to you to advise me of any movements which may
reach you in connection with- this, ,

1 have the honor to be, very respecttully, your obedient servant,

QINO. A.. W:[NSIJO-‘V,
Captain,
Hon. Ww. I, DAYTON,
invoy Hatraordinary and Mindister Plenipotentiary
of the United States,
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Report of the U. 8. consul at Oape Town, Oape Oolony, regarding the
movements of vessels in that part,

, ; U, 8. CONSULATE,
, Cape Town, Oape of Good Hope, May 20, 1864.
Sir: The Scoramento arrived here on the 30th of April and left for
Brest, France, on the 6th instant, her commander, Ou{)tain H. Walke,
believing from information received here that the Alabama had gone
to some port in France for répairs, o :
The Wyoming arrived here on the 10th instant, and being coaled with -
- great dispatch, left this pott on the 17th, She {s homeward bound.
Nothing further has béen heard of the Florida, ~
The Secretary of State has issued a circular calling for information
as to the coaling of privateers under the insurgent flag, and I have
informed him that Anderson, S8axon & CUo,, of this place, have acted as
agents for and coaled all such vessels, , .
Now, I perceive from & British blue book that the London corre.
spondents of this firm claim that they (Anderson, Saxon & Co.) also
coaled the Vanderbilt, I have thought it proper to make an explana-
tion. The commander of the Vandeérbilt refused to come to Table Bay
on account of the strong northwest gales in the winter, and as Ander-
son, Saxon & Co, were the only parties haviig coal thers, I would have
_notining to do with them, but received from Deane & Johnson, of this
place, & tender for the supply of the Vanderbilt there (S8imon’s Town)
at current rates, and the latter firm bought of the former. This is the
whole history of the matter, and Commander Baldwin was ontirely sat-
isfled. The Sacramento was coaled by Thomson, Watson & Co. and the
Wyoming by Deane & Johnson from coals belonging to those firms in
Oape Town,
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
‘ WALTER GRAHAM,
U. 8. Oonsul.,
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Nuvy, Washington,

[Tologram,)

NAVY DuEPARTMENT, May 20, 1864,
Get the Niagara rondy for sen as early ag convepient and report.
Not longor than ten duys,
‘ GIDEON WELLRS
Seorctary of t)’w Navy.
Roear- Admiral HIRAM PAULDING,
Commandant Navy Yard, New York,

Report of Commander Colling, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8, Wachu-
sett, of the intended departure of that vessel from Balia, Brazil,

U, 8. BrEAM SLoor WACHUSETT,
. Bahia, Brazil, May 22, 1864.
Sir: I have remained here several days beyond what was otherwise
necessary in consequenco of bHnd weather and to ascertain the char-
acter and destination of the English brigantine Adelaide, which had
200 tons of coal, a quantity of powder, and a rebel flag on board.
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Having information that the greater part of her cargo is already dis-
charged, and that it is not intended for rebel cruisers, I will leave here
this evening to carry out your instructions of the 27th of January last.

Upon the recommendation of Surgeon William M. King I send this
day to New York Edward Waters, seaman, and Jacob Outen, ordinary
seaman, invalids. ‘

I have tlie honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

N. CoLLINS,
Uommander,

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 23, 1864,
Have the Niagara ready to go to sea on Wednesday, June 1.
_ GIDEON WELLES, ,
Seoretary of Navy,
Rear-Admiral HIRAM PAULDING,
Oommandant Navy Yurd, New York,

Report of Oaptain Winslow, U, S, Nuvy, commanding U, 8. 8. Kearsarge,
of the rumored readiness for departure from Calais of the C. S, S. Rap-
pahannock, -

U. 8, 8, KEARSARGE,
Dover Roads, England, May 24, 1864,

Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that the Rappahan-
nook has been reported ready for the last week for immediate departure.
She has on board a ¢rew of ninety or more men, a portion of them hav-
ing been drafted from the Georgia.

I learn that an application was made to the IFrench (tovernment for
their release on the 17th instant, the application affirming that if they
were not to be released the officers and men would leave the vessel and
go to some othor point, from which they could operate for the benefit of
their country.

The hope of an affirmative answer had been the reason of their
making cevery preparation for sailing.

Yestorday the rebels flaunted o largo quantity of bunting in secession
flags from their mastheads; whether it was owing to tho report that the
Horida had captured one or two of our gunboats or in honor of what
ig stated asg ¢“Lee's victories” I am unable to state,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obodient servant,

JNO, A, WINSLOW,
’ Captain,

HHon, GInEON WRLLES, )
Secrotary of the Navy, Washington, D, O,

Report of Commander Qarter, U, S. Navy, commanding U, S. 8. Mich-
igan, of the eruise of that vessel in Lake Hrie,
U.. 8., 8, MIOIIGAN,
» Buffale, May 26, 1864,
S1r: I have the honor to report the arrivalof this ship at this placo,
In obedience to your instructions I loft Tric on the 17th instant, and
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cruised around Lake Hrie, touching at and communicating twith Cleve-
land, Johnson’s Island, Sandusky, and the islands in the vicinity, in
-Ohio and Detroit, Mich, F¥rom thence I proceeded along the Oanadian
coast, Rondeau, Port Stanley, and to this place, I made strict investi.
gation also relative to supposed armed vessel intended to raid on the
lake cities, and could find no proper foundation for the rumors relative
thereto, The military commanders at Johnson’s Island and Detroit
with whom I consulted consider matters quict at present, and have
promised, in case of hostile demonstrationson the part of rebels or sym-
pathizers in Canada requiring the presence of this ship, that they will
promptly communicate with me by telegraph, Mea.nwinile, in accord-
ance with the instruction of the Bureau of Construction and Repair, I
shall cause the ship’s bottom to be cleaned in dock at Buftalo, and also
endeavor to fill up my complement of ¢rew, many of whom, on account
of the expiration of term of service and tho greater wages offered by
merchant vessels, have received their discharge,
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. O, UARTER,
Commander.
Hon, GinEON WELLES,
Seorctary of the Navy, Washington, D, (, - ‘

Letter from the U, S. minister to Japan to Oaptain Price, U. 8. Navy,
commanding U. 8. ship Jamestown, requesting the presence of United
States vessels at Kanagawa, Japan, '

LEGATION OF THE UNITED SYATES IN JAPAN,
. Kanagawa, May 26, 1864,
Sir: 1 have the honor to inform you that it is my opinion, in which
‘the other foreign ministers concur, that affairs wear a more threatening
aspect than ever, and there is just reason to apprehend a collision with
this Government, which. has fully committed itself to the closing of this
yort, :
] I hope, therefore, you will be able to hasten to this port with the
Jamestown, and that you will also be able to transmit to Commander
- M¢Dougal orders to repair here, ,
I indulge the hope that your squadron has been or will be speedily
reenforced.
I am, sir, vory respectfully, your most obedient servant,
Ropert H, PRUYN,
, Minister Resident tn Japan,
Captain O, Prion,
Senior Naval Ofiicer, China and Japan Station, eto.

Order of the Seeretary of the Nuvy to Commodore Craven, U, 8. Navy,
commanding U, 8. 8, Niagara, to proceed to sea under sealed orders,
NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 30, 1861,
Sir: Youwill proceed to sea, with the Niagara under your command,
on Wednenday, 18t Juno noxt, and after getting to sen you will break
the seal of the enclosed instructions and carry them into exccution,
Very respectfully,
GIDEON WRLLES
: Seeretary of the Navy.
Uominodore T, T, ORAVEN,
Commanding U, 8. 8. Niagara, New York.
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Instruotions of the Seoretary of the Navy to Commodore COraven, U, 8.
Navy, commanding U, S, 8. Niagara, regarding the oruise of that vessel
in search of the O, 8. 8. Florida and other Confederate vessels,

Confidential,] NAVY DEPARIMENT, May 30, 1864.

Sir: The last information the Department has received concerning
the Florida is that she left Bermuda on the 14th instant and stood
north, It is possible that under sail she may follow the track of our
vessels bound to Europe. You will therefore, under sail when possible,
or easy steam when otherwise, work along to the eastward in said track,
overhauling vessels for information concerning any pirates, and, receiv-
ing such, you will act according to your best judgment relative to pur-
suing and destroying such craft. If no information is obtained in the
route, you will cross the Atlantic in from twenty-five to thirty-five days,
and go into Antwerp for repairs, whence you will communicate with
our minister at Paris, Mr, Dayton, o

Although your chief object will be the search. of the Florida, you will
not omit due diligence in all cases during your cruise, and will seize
and send into port any vessel of the enemy engaged in depredating on
our commerce, or in the transportation of arms, munitions, or contra-
band of war to the insurgents. " ,

Advise the Department frequently of your movements,

When you visit any country where we have a minister or chargé you
will communicate with him personally or otherwise,

Be careful that you do not permit any information in regard to the
movements of your vessel to be promulgated.

Very respectfully,
GipEON WELLES
Seorelary of the Nawy.
Commodore TrnoMAs T, CRAVEN,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Niagara, New York.

—

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Captain Stellwagen, U, 8. Navy,
commanding U, 8. ship Constellation, to report to Rear-Admiral Far-
ragut, U, 8, Navy, for duty in the Western Gulf Blockading Squadron.

Confidential.] NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 31, 1864,

Sik: On the receipt of this order you will proceed with the U, S,
sloop of war Oonstellation to New Orleans, La,, and report to Reuar-
Admiral D, G. Tarragut for duty in the Western Gulf Blockading
Squadron, touching on your homeward passage at tho Oanary Islands
and the island of 8t, Thomas,

You will exercise duo diligence in all cases, and seize and send into
port any vessel of the enomy engaged in depredating upon our com-
merce or in the transportation of arms, munitions, or contraband of
war to the insurgents,

Communicate with the Department when oppertunity offers,

Very respeetfully, A .
- GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy,

Captain IT, 8, STELLWAGEN,
Commanding U, S, 8[kip] Constellation, Spezia, Italy.
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Letter from Captain Winslow, U. 8. Navy, commanding U, 8. 8, Kear-
sarge, to the U. 8, consular agent at Oalais, France, giving Flushing,
Holland, as his station.

U. 8. 8, KEARSARGE,
Flushing, Holland, May 31, 1864,
DEAR SIB: Mr, Dayton directs that you be informed of our address,
“in order that you may apprise me of proceedinlgs of the Rappahannock.
The Kearsa\r{)e will remain at present at Flushing, and jn event of
departure I will inform you.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. A, WINSLOW,
Captain.
Mr. VENDROUX, ,
Consular Agent des Etats-Unis, Caluis France].

Report of Commodore Oraven, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Niagara,
: acknowledging receipt of orders,

U. 8, 8. NIAGARA,
; ; New York, May 31, 1864,
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your order of
the 30th instant to proceed to sea with the Niagara on Wednesday, the
1st June next. Also the sealed instructions enclosed with your order.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
- Tnos, T, ORAVEN,
Commodore,
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Scoretary of the Navy, Washington, D. 0,

Report of Oaptain Price, U. 8. Navy, commanding U, 8, ship Jamestown,
transmitiing request from the U, S. minister to Japun for the presence
of United States vessels at Kanagawa, Japan,

U. 8, Surr JAMESTOWN,
Macao Roads, May 31, 1864,

Sir: This ghip left here on the 16th instant for the north coast ne far
a8 Bhanghai, but after having been out a week, with but little progress
on account of the head winds, it was agcortained that the boilers of the
cooking galley were 8o burned and leaked so badly as to make it neces-
sary to return to this place and have a new one made and the other
repaired, which is being done at Hongkong,

pon my return here I received the enclosed communication from

General Pruyn, our minister to Japan, which will induce me to ﬁgo direct
to Japan as soon as the galley is ready, which I expect it will be the
Iast of the week. ,

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant,

O10ERO PRIOE,
, Oaptain,
Hon, GInEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington,
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{Enolosure.]
LBGATION OF THR UNITED STATES IN JAPAN,
 Kanagawa, May 5, 1864,
Sir: I have the hornor to inform you that in view of the probability
of a combined movement against the Prince of Nagato, it is desira-
ble that the ships of war of the United States in the Ohina Sea
shotld visit this port as early as is consistent with the instructions of
the Navy De%mrtment. L ; o ,
"I indulge the hope that by the tine this reaches you you will no
longer be under the necessity of watching or acting against any rebel
ships, and that you will be able to come here without delay.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. ‘ Rosr. H, i’RUYN,
Minister Resident in Japan.
Captain O, PRIOH,
Commanding U. 8. Ship Jamestown, eto.

Order of the Se(}retary of the Navy to Commander Preble, U. 8, Navy,
commanding U, 8. ship 8t. Lowis, to report to Rear-Admiral Dahlgren
Jor duty in the Bouth Atlantio Blockading Squadron.

Confldential.} , NAvYy DEPARTMENT, May 31, 1864,
¥ SIr: On the receipt of this order you will proceed with the U, 8,
sloop of war 8¢, Iouis to Port Royal, 8. O., and report to Rear-Admiral
John A, Dablgren for duty in the Sonth Atlantic Blockading Squadron,
touching on your homeward voyage at the Canary Islands, Oape Verde
{Islands], and the island of St. Thomas, - ;

You will exercise due diligence in all cases and seize and send into
port any vessel of the enemy engaged in depredating on our commerce
or in the traunsportation of arms, munitions, or contraband of war to
the insurgents,

Communicate with the Department when opportunity offers,

Very respectfully,

GinEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy,
Commander GEORGE HENRY PREBLE,
Oommanding U, 8. [Ship] St. Louis, Cadiz, Spain.

et e A SN

Report of Commodors Oraven, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Niagara,
of the excoution of the Depariment's orders. :

U. 8, 8, N1A¢ARA,
Off Sandy Hook, June 1, 1864,
Sir: I havo the honor to inform you that, in obedience to your order
of the 30th ultimo, the Niagara is at sea, and so scon as I shall have
discharged the pilet I shall open your sealed instructions and to the
best of my ability carry them out. '
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ‘
. ' THOS., T, CRAVEN,
’ Commodore,
“Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, O,
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Order of Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U. 8, Navy, commanding West
India Squadron, to Lieutenant MeNair, U, 8. Navy, commanding U, 8. S,
Powhatan, to proceed to New York in command oj’ U. S, bark Gemsbok.

FLAGSHIP POWHATAN,
St. Thomas, June 4, 1864,
Sir: You will assume command of the storeship Gemsbok for the pur-
pose of taking her to New York,
You will land here what coal may remain on board and take in a suf-
ficient quantity of ballast, should any be required,
Use all diligence in preparing the ship for the passage as early as
possible, ‘
Very respectfully, ;
: J. L. LARDNER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West India Squadron.

Lieutenant A. R, MoNAIR,
U. 8. 8. Powhatan,

Additional order of Acting Réar- Admiral Lardner, U, S, Navy, to Lieu-
tenant MoNair, U, 8. Navy, ordered to command U. 8. bark Gemsbok,

FLAGSATP POWHATAN,
, St, Thomas, June 4, 1864,
SIR: As soon a8 the Gemsbok, under your command, js ready for sea
you will proceed with her to New York, and upon your arrival report
to the commandant of the station and in writing to the honorable Sec-
retary of the Navy, ,
Unless otherwise ordered by the Navy Department, youn will return to
this shi}) by the earliest opportunity youn can find,
Very respectfully, ‘
" J, L. LARDNER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West India Squadron,

Lientenant A. R, M¢NAIR,
U. 8. Bark Gemsbok,

Letter from Messrs, (1, P, Low and others to the Seoretary of the Navy,
asking protection for the fishing interests at Gloucester, Mass,

ArouvorsTir, MAsg,, June 4, 1864,

DEAR Hir: We address you at this time in behalf of the citizens and
business men of this town interested in tho fishing business, to ask your
attenticn to the necessity of gome protection for onr fishing fleet tho
coming season, Our vessels are now fitting ont for the Gulf of St.
Lawrence, and in the course of n few weeks there will be a fleot from
the different towns on the consts of Massachusetts and Maine of from
oight hundred to a thousand vesselsin those waters, and the experience
of last year and the operations of the Tacony cause some fears that an
attempt of & similar kind may be repeated unless measures arve taken
to prevent it, ) ,

In calling your attention to this subject we feel that in order to pro-
tect tho interests and provide for the sufety of this large fleet of vessels
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it is necessary that a steamer, roperlé armed, should be detailed for
the special service of cruising in the Gulf of ét. Lawrence (inside of
Oape Oansoz until the close of the fishing season,

In requesting of the Government that this suggestion may be carried
out we beg leave to say that we most .fullfr apprecinte the interest
manifested by your Department last season in this direction and the
measures adopted for the protection of the fishing fleet cruising in the
gulf and upon the castern shore,

We trust the same consideration will prevail at the present time
and incline the Department to regard the proposition or suggestion
now submitted in a favorable light, We would also respectfully call
your attention to the necessity of making some provision (if it has not
already Deen done) for the protection of our commercial and coasting
and fishing interests this side of the Gut of Oanso, say from Oanso to
Cape Sable and from Cape Sable to Nantucket Shoals, including the
Bay of Fundy. Large numbers of vessels of all classes are continually
crossing this track in every direction, and would be entirely at the
mercy of any rebel privateer or pirate who might dash into the fleet for
the purpose of destruction and depredation,

The fact being known that two or three Government vessels were
commissioned to, cruise upon this route would have a tendency to check
the movements of the enemy and prevent a recurrence of the scenes of
last year, We think the necessity of some measures for protection are
pretty apparent, and we most respectfully ask the Government that
some action may be taken in the premises to meet the wants of the
- case. A very large amount of property is at stake, and it would be
very gratifying to those interested to know that the matter of protec-
tion has received the consideration of the Government, and. that the
same would be granted so far as can reasonably be done in view of the
prescent condition of the country,

'The suggestion of an armed steamer in the (iulf of St, Lawrence we
regard as of the highest importance, and we would most seriously and
respectfully request that some suitable vessel may be assigned by your
Depurtment for special service in this quarter,

Wo have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient serv-
ants .
’ GoruAM P. Low,

BeNJ, H, CORLIgS,
JOSEPH O. PROOUTER,
Committee,
Hon, GIDEON WERLLES,
Scerctary of the Navy.

Report of Acting Rear-Admirval Lardner, 11, 8. Navy, commanding West
India Squadron, of eruiseof U. 8. flugship Powhatan in secarch of the
0. 8. 8. I'lorida,

FLAGSHIP POWHATAN,
Srr: I have the honor to report this ship from a cruise among the

Windward Islands, in hope of falling in with or hearing of the Florida.
I sailed from Cape Haitien on the 11th May, communicating with the

consuls at St. Thomas, St, Pierre, Martinique, and Barbados, and coaled

at Guadeloupe,

.
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I went about 60 miles south of Barbados, thence eastwardly to the
track of homeward-bound ships from Brazil, and thenoe slowly to the
north, boarding all the vessels that were met with. '

Nothing more was heard than that the rebel cruiser had arrived at
8t. Pierre on the 26th of April, coaled, and left on the 30th, stood to
the westward first, and was afterwards seen going to the eastward.

I will leave to-day for Oape Haitien, _

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. I. LARDNER, ‘
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West India Squadron,

Hon, GipEON WELLES, ,
Seoretary of the Navy,

J e

Report of Aoting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U. 8, Navy, commanding West
India Squadron, regarding U. 8. bark Gemsbok,

FLAGSHIP POWHATAN,
St, Thomas, June 6, 1864,

SIR: In obedience to an order from the Department the storeship
Gemsbok has been ordered to New York, -

That part of the order which direots another officer to be placed in

command obliges me to send the second lieutenant of this ship.
~If the Department will allow Lieutenant Mc¢Nair to return by the
California steamer, his absence from his duties on the Poiwkatan might
not exceed a montfl‘.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jo Ilo IJARDNI’}R,
Acting Rear- Admiral, Commanding West India Squadron,

Hon, IDEON WELLES,
Secrotary of the Navy,

Report of Oaptain Stellwagen, U. 8. Navy, commanding U, S, ship Con-
stellation, of condition of affairs at Tunis,

U, 8, SHIr CONSTELLATION,
Alexandria [ Egypt), June 7, 1861,

Sir: I visited Tunis on the 19th May and left on the 27th, 'I'he
insurrection appears to be in the way of adjustment, though a concert
of opinion does not appear to oxist between the Huropean powers,
France and Italy have a large naval force thore, and from what I could
learn they claim that the country is under a constitutional government
and independent of Turkey. They expressed themselves determined
to prevent any power interfering to change that or to obtain & footing,
England and Turkey olaim that the Sultan retains cortain privileges,
and protest againat the landing of French forces, The majority of the
inhabitants are fearful of subjugation by France, and were exasperated
by the rumors of attempts to land from the fleets. Foreigners say they
apprehend a general massaore if the attempt ia made.

I paid my respects to the Bey and minister, who seem to feel. great
friendship for the United States and our people,
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Arriving ot Malta on the 28th May, I wad kindly received, and a
Government diver in armor was sént down to repair a leak we digcov-
ered running into our port forward bread room and magazine pass’a?e‘
and also to make a general examination of the ship’s bottom, the pi ot
having touched uson & point inside of the harbor. The repair was very
necessary and the expense trifling, )

Admiral Austin and the officers of the English army and navy were
very kind. The governor gave me a reception and offered all necessary
assistance, N N

We used all dispatch and left June 1, the morning after the work was
done, Notwithatanding the ship was thoroughly searched by my orders,
the next day a man was found secreted on board—as he asserts, a
deserter from an English coal ship, I could not well return, and shall
deliver him up to the Buglish consul at this place,

" I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. 8, STELLWAGEN,
Captain, -

Hon, G. WELLES
Seoretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O,

Report of Commander Guest, U. S, Navy, commanding U, 8. 8. Galatea,
of the return of that vessel to ﬁew York for repairs.

. U. 8.8, GALATEA, .
Navy Yard, New York, June 7, 1864,

S1r: I have to report my return with the Galatea under my command
to this port, . ,

I left Sandy Hook at 1 p. m, on the bth instant, and soon found the
vessel to be leaking considerably, but continued on my course for
twenty-eight hours to be fully convinced that the leak was too serious
to permit me to prosecute the voyage to the West Indies,

encl H’F order for a survey, marked A, and the report thereof,
marked B, This examination by three officers was made in a smooth
sea, During the night, as the sea became rough, the leak increased to
more than twice the quzmtitg' reported by the survey.

The leak also increases with the number of revolutions of the engine,

It will be necessary to overhaul the ship's fastenings and to strengthen
her in spome way.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN (GUEST
Oommander, Commanding Galatea.
Hon, GipEON WELLES,
' Secretary of the Navy.

Order of the Seoratagu of the Navy to Oaptain Steedman, U, 8. Navy,
commanding U, 8. 8, Ticonderoga, to oruise for the protection of com-
mercial and fishing interests.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 9, 1864,
S1r: You will proceed with the U, 8, 8, Ticonderoga on a short criise
to the eastward for the protection of our commercial and fishing inter-
ests in that quarter, It is not advisable that yon should go into the
Gulf of St, Lawrence unless some emergenagy shoald require your pres-
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ence there,. You can cruige where our fishermen generally resort, and
return at the end of ten days to Portland, Me,, and await there the
orders of the Department, '

Very respectfully, ete.,

GipEON WELLES,
- Seoretary of Navy.
Captain CHAS, STEEDMAN -
Commanding U, 8. 8, fc‘conderoga, Boston,

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Messrs, Q. P. Low and others,
concerning protection of commerce,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 9, 1864,

GENTLEMEN: I have received your communication of the 4th instmft,
aud havo directed the U. 8. S, Ticonderoga to make a ocruise to the east-
ward for the protection of our commercial and fishing interests in that
quarter. \

Very respectfully, ete.,
_ GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of Navy.
GoruAM P, Low, :
BENJ, H, OORLISS,
Jos, O, PROUTER.
Committee, (loncester, Mass,

Report of Aoting Rear- Admiral Lardner, U, 8. Navy, conmanding West
India Squadron, of crvise of the U, S, flagship Powhatan.

FrLAGSHIP POWHATAN,
Oupe Huaitien, June 11, 1864,
Sir: Upon my arrrival at this port on the 8th instant a letter was
shown to me by the consul that mentioned a suspicious steamer, sup-
osed to be the Florida, was at anchor at the unfrequented port of Cape
icolas Mole, at the west end of this island
As it was about the time for the California steamer, I immediately
went there and arrived during the night, but the ship had sailed.
On the next day she was fallen-in with off Cape Maysi, and proved
to be the British sloop Kinaldo.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. I, LARDNER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Indie Squadron.

Hon. GinroN WELLES,
Seoretary of the Navy,

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U, 8. Navy, commanding West
India Squadron, transmitting report of Commander Sanford, U. S.
Navy, commanding U, S. 8, Neptune, regarding convoy of the steamer
Ucean Queen.

< FrAGsHIP POWHATAN,
Cape Haitien, June 13, 1864,
Sir: I have the honor to transmit a report of Commander J. . San-
ford, of the Neptune, describing the condition of a draft of United
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States scamen on board the Oalifornin steamer, with his reasons for
continuing the convoy as far as Aspinwall
b Commander Sanford’s action in the matter has been approved of
y me,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, s
- ' J. I, LARDNER,
Aocting Rear- Admiral, Commanding West India Squadron,

Hon, GinEoN WELLES,
Seorctary of the Navy.

- [Enclosure.)

U. 8, 8, NEPTUNR,
Cape IHaitien, May 30, 1864,

Str: T have to report that Commander Ammen, who had in charge
some two hundred men as a draft for the Lancaster at Panama, came
on board from the Ocean Queen in the Mariguana Passage on the 19th
instant, in the return boarding boat. He reported that the men-of--
this draft were mostly from the Army and were entirely undisciplined,
their conduct becoming outrageous. during the first day out, and on the
second day he apprehended much trouble with the most turbulent.
Toward the afternoon of that day the ringleaders of o party of some
thirty or forty (with, as he thinks, a much larger number in reserve)
who were ready to act if the ringleaders were at all successful, defie(
the authorities of the vessel, as well as his own and Boatswain Bell,
who was with him, and endeavored to force their way aft to get posses-
sion of the stores and liquors, and ultimately the vessel. He felt justi-
fied in shooting two of the men, The rest immediately retreated.

He secured in irons five of the most prominent and worst characters,
After this he appeared to have control of the men. Subsequently he
was informed that it was the intention of the party to have captured
the vessel for plunder, to have taken her to some convenient spot,
beached and (lestroye({ her., There were many women and children
on board. I was earnestly requested to furnish him (Commander
Ammen) with marines, which I did, but subsequently took them back,
and the prisoners on board this vessel for confinement till our arrival
at Aspinwall,  Commander Ammen, as well as Captain Tinklepaugh,
made o strong appeal to me to accompany them to Aspinwall, After
mature retlection I determined to do so. The reasons that controlled
me were as follows: , '

1, The possibility, if not probability, of the Ocean Queen’s falling in
with the rebel steamer Florida, in which ovent the captain of the
Florida would be able to receive a considerable accession to his crow
from among the men composing this draft, and by a transter of a part
of hig own be able to retain possession of the Ocean Queen for his own
purposes, land the passengers and crew when convenient, and parole
such of the draft as might not be willing to join him.

2, The Lancaster, in the above event happening, would receive no
accession to her crew, which Commander Ammen assured mo she was
much in need of, ' ‘

3. Although the marines which I could and felt it my duty to furnish
for the purpose of maintaining order and preventing desertion at Aspin-
wall and in transit would, to a certain extent, effect these objects;both.
would be assured if I extended the convoy to Aspinwall,

N W R—VOL IIl[——4
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4, There was yet a want of confidence on the part of everyone on
board the Ocean Queen as to their safety and that of the vessel,

0. The arrival aiid-presence at Aspinwall of a vessel of war, let it be
for never so short a period, as convoy, would have publicity, and for a
time be an actual protection over a considerable distance now known
to be without convoy. ‘ ; o ;

6. It would be practicable for me, by using every energy, to coal and
water at Aspinwall and return to my station in the Mariguana Passage
in season to meet the convoy of the 28th or 29th instant, which I did,
arriving close under the lee of Mariguana Island at dusk on the 28th.

The Northern Light did not appear till thé morning of the 29th.

My extending the convoy to Aspinwall has interfered in no way with
my regular convoy duty, but I believe had & good effect in several
respects, :

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, . :
J. P. SANFORD,
Commander, U, S. Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral J. L. LARDNER,
Oommanding West India Squadron, Oape Haitien, Haiti,

Report of Oaptain Winslow, U, S, Navy, commanding U, 8. S. Kearsarge,
:){ lggparmre of that vessel for Oherbourg, France, in search of 0. S, 8.
ama. g

U. 8. 8. KEARSARGE,
D Dover Roads, England, June 13, 1864.

Sir: Having been informed by Mr, Dayton that notwithstanding the
preparations made for immediate departure of the Rappahannock some
time would elapse before a final decision in her case would be made by
the French Government, I sailed in the Kearsarge on the 30th ultimo
for the Scheldt River to await events, which would determine my future
movements,

Yesterday I received a telegram from Mr, Dayton, informing me that
the Alabama had put into Cherbourg, when I immediately left on my
way coft that port,

After receiving a new trysail and topsail, ordered here by survey, I
shall proceed, and expoct to reach Oherbourg to.-morrow night.

I have deemed it expedient, as there are two passages at Cherbourg—
eastern and western—and we shall be wanting provisions, to telegraph
Commander Preble to take in stores in the St. Loudis, and proceed to
make a junction with this vessel at that place.

The season of the year is such that the St. Louis can very well opor-
ate off Cherbourg, and although she would be of very little use for
chaging, yeot, by keeping a good lookout on one of the entrances and
Bignulixing,’ she may be of great sorvice,

IHoping my course will meet the approbation of the Department,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

‘ JNO. A, WINSLOW,
Captain.

Hon. GinroN WELLES,
Seoretary of the Navy, Washington, D. 0.
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Report of Oaptain Winslow, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Kearsarge,
concerning the two steamers under construction for the Confederate
Government at Bordeaun. V

U. 8. 8, KEARSARGE,
Dover Roads, England, June 13, 1864,
SIr: Having been advised by Mr, Dayton that the two steamers
reported building for the Confederates at Bordeaux would sail under

Dutch colors for Amsterdam in the course of two or three weeks, and

that a sham sale no doubt covered the true character of these vessels,

at my instance the consular agent at Flushing has succeeded in discov-
ering the true nature of this transaction, It appears that the registers
of these vessels have already been issued and they are to proceed to -

Amsterdam, After due time they will leave Amsterdam, and what is

termed a sale at sea to the Confederates will be effected, when the reg-

isters will be returned to Amsterdam, I have directed the consular
agent at Flushing to forward copies of the letters embracing this infor-
mation both to Mr, Pike at The Hague and Mr. Dayton.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNo. A. WINsLoOW,
Captain,
Hon, GIDRON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. 0,

Letter from Captain Winslow, U. S, Navy, commanding U. S. 8. Kearsarge,
to the U. 8. minister to France, regarding two steamers for the Confed-
erate Government, s

U. 8. 8. KEARSARGE,

Dover Roads, England, June 13, 1864,

Sir: At my instance the consular agent at Flushing has succeeded
in discovering something of the nature of the transantion by which the
steamers at Bordeaux will sail under Dutch colors. It seems that s
party at Amsterdam, acting for the Confederates, have obtained reg-
isters which have already been issued. These vessels will proceed to
Amsterdam and after due time leave again, when what is termed a sale
at sea will be made to the Uonfederates and the registers returned to
Amsterdam, '

I have directed the consular agent to forward you a copy of the let-
ters embracing this information, but have had no time to communicate
with Mr, Pike,

I shall be off Cherbourg to-morrow evening, and have telegraphed
the St. Louis at Lisbon to eome up, as she will be of use in watching
one of-the entrances and signalizing,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO, A, WINSLOW,
" Oaptain,

IIon, WwMm, L., DAYTON,

Envoy Hatraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary
of the United States.

Letter from the U, 8. minister to France to the Seerotary of' State, reporting
the presence of the 0. 8. 8. Alabama at Cherbourg, France.
PARIS, June 13, 1864,

Sir: I was on Saturday telegraphed by our consular agent at Cher-
bourg that a Confederate vessel (supposed to be the Florida) had just
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anchored in'that harbor. Some two or three hours later in the day he
telegraphed me as follows:

The rebel steamer is tho Alabama, withi thirty-seven Federal prisoners. She has
capbured ship Rookingham, of New York and a bark oft' Cape of Good Hope.

EDpOUARD Li1Als,
; Vice-Consul,

I immediately telégraphed Captain Winslow, of the U, 8. 8. Kear-
sarge, now at Flushing, Oaptain Winslow has replied to me that he
will be off Oherhourg about Wednesday. He requests me to inform
consular agent at Cherbourg of this, and that he “will enlist twenty
Alabama prisoners,” which I have done. . . ‘

1 likewise immediately enclosed to Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys, minister of
foreign affairs, a note of protest of like character to that made in the
cages of the Florida and Georgia, a copy of which is herewith enclosed.
I thought, under all the circumstances, it might be better 1ot to neglect
this, though the policy of the French Government had been announced
in the case of the other vessels. But I remembered that on one ocea-
sion when, in the course of conversation about these vessels, I said to
Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys they needed but one ship more (the Alabama) to
make the French port a rendezvous for the entire rebel navy, and I
thought she would next be here, he hastily said, ¢ No; I will not per-
mit that vessel to come in.” 1t is just to say this was not said by
him nor received by me as a deliberate promise; it secmed rather an
impulse—an outbreak of annoyance at the use their ports were being
put to, which he truly remarked could not be the result of accident,
but was obvionsly intended to beget trouble between France and the
United States. Still, the character of this vessel is 80 obnoxious and so
notorious that it. is possible they may exclude her; but, if otherwise,
it is well to know and understand that they will apply their rules in
the most extreme cases. If they act upon these principles they can
scarcely complain if we, in return, when occasion shall arise, apply the
same to themselves, ;

If auy increaso of our naval force on this coast is contemplated, as
‘your late dispatch informs me, I hope that as little delay in sending it
may occur as possible, The arrival of the Alabama will spread universal
dismay among American shippers in these seas and all engaged in
American trade, Do not permit the Navy Departiment to await the
doparture of tho Alabama, as it has that of the Florida and Georgia,
before anything is done, !

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
Wn, L, DAYTON.

Hon, Ww. H., SewaArp,

Seoretary of' State, eto,
[Enclosure,) )
PARIS, June 11, 1864,

MONSIEUR LE MINISTRE: You have no doubt been informed that the
rebel corsair, the Alabama, arrvived to-day at Cherbourg with thirty-
seven I'edoral prisoners,

Like protests as made by me in the cases of the FKlorida and the
Georgia I beg, for still stronger roasons, to extend to the Alabama.

Accept, sir, the assurance of highest consideration with which I have
the honor to {)0, your excellency’s very obedient servant,

O Wn, L, DAYTON,

His Ixcellency M, DROUYN DE LHUYS,

Aintster of Foreign A flairs, Puris,
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Letter from the U. 8. vice-consul at Oherbourg, France,to Oaptain Winslow
U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Kearsarge, giving information received
from masters of American vessels regarding the O, S. 8. Alabama.

U. 8, UONSULAR AGENOY,
. Oherbourg, June 13, 1864, .

Captain Edwin A, Gerrish reports that his ship, the Rookingham,
sailed from Callao, bound to Cork with guano. On April 23, 1864,
being in latitude 15° 53’ 8., longitude 31° 44’ W, of Greenwich, his
ship was captured and plundered by the steamer Alabaina. Therewere
twenty-four souls on board, including a lady and child and a nursemaid;
all were transferred on board the steamer, Assgoon as the ship was
deserted, made a target of her, both ships being hove to, at 500 yards
distance, They fired twenty-four, shots, four of which hit in the hull
and thiree in the rigging; the water was very smooth at the time. After
this they went on board and set ber on fire, _ o

Captain Edward Ayers says that his vessel, the bark Tycoon, was
from New York, bound to S8an Francisco with a general cargo of mer-
chandise. On April 27, 1864, latitude 10° 55’ 8,, longitude 31° 25’ W,
his vessel was captured and plundered by the Alabama, and after taking
them prisoners of war §sixteon persons in all) they set his ship on fire
in the cabin and in the forehold, and then wore ship to northward, stand-
ing away from the burning vessel. :

Captains G|errish) and A[yers] further say that the first mate of the
Rockingham (hailing from 'Savannah) and a seaman of the Tycoon (an
Iinglishman) volunteered on the Alabama.

On approaching vessels supposed to be American the Alabama gen-
erally displays American colors, Boarded a number of vessels while
they were on board of her, . -

On the 9th instant three yards wore crossed on the mizzenmast for
the purpose of disguising the vessel, - : ,

Steam was got up for the first time on the 10th ingtant at 2 o'clock
2. m.§ took a Cowes pilot at nbout 4 o'clock p. m.; on thefollowing day
at 11 o’cloek a, m. took g Cherbourg pilet, and at 1 o’clock p. m, anchored
in the harbor, At 2 o’clock p. m, we were all paroled and made our-
selves ready for being landed, However, wo were not ordered to go on
shore or into the boats until 8:30 o’clock p.m. It was quite dark when
we reached the shore, , - ~

Her speed under steam alone was about 10 knots;-she needs now
copper, We do not think she ever had a speed of 15 knots, as thereport
was, ,

We were told by them that they left Cape Town on the 25th or 26th
of March, and that they got up steam only to leave the harbor. They
dist‘iill water for theirown use, 'I'hey have on board now about 200 tons
COR . y . b
Orow, 147 men, including 25 officers, oy L
Besidus tho alterntions spoken of in the gearing of her mizzenmast,
her two quarter boats and stern boat have been painted white, The
two boats amidships are black, as heretofore,

She carries six 32-pounder side guns, smootli bore; one 8-inch 08-
pounde]r pivot smooth-bore gun aft, and one 100-pounder rifie pivot gun
forward,

Ono of her boilers was repaired at sea; they may do yet more service,

. EpovArDp TaAls,
, , Vioe- Consul,

Captain Joun A, WinsLow,

Commanding U, 8. S, Kearsarge,
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Report of Commander Obll-ina, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. S. 8. Wachusett,
" of the return of that vessel to Bahia, Brazil.

U. 8. 8. WACHUSETT,
Balia, June 14, 1864,

Sir: I have the honor to report the arrival of this ship on the 9th
instant. } ‘ : : ;
We sailed from here on the 22d of May for the island of Fernando
de Noronha, and from thence to Ceard, on the north coast of Brauzil,
where the rebel steamer {lorida had last year coaled ship and landed
prisoners. From Qeard I should have gone to Rio de Janeiro but for
the injury to our beiler, the particulars of which are defailed in the
reports of the chief and assistant engineers, herewith enclosed.*
The boiler will probably be repaired within four or five days, when I
shall proceed to sea to carry out the orders of the Department.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N, CoLLINS,
- Commander.
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
SBeoretary of the Navy, Washington.

Refort of Commander Preble, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. S. ship St.
ouis, of intended departure for Oherbourg to join the Kearsarge, trans-
mitting telegraphic orders to that effect.

U. 8. Sroop oF WAR ST, Lovuls,
Tangier Bay, June 16, 1864—6 p. m,

S1ir: As I was about to sail ‘this afternoon for Madeira and the Oa-
nary Islands I received through our consul at Gibraltar the annexed
telegramns, and am now getting underway to proceed to Oadiz to take
in provisions for the Kearsarge without delay, and proceed to Cher-
bourg, as ordered by Captain Winslow, ‘ -

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Gro, HENRY PREBLE,
Commander, U, 8. Navy.
Hon, GIipEON WELLES, ‘

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. 0.
P, 8.—June 17th, arrived at Oudiz, 4
: G, H, D,
[ Encloaures,—Talograms.)
OAp1z, June 13, 1864,

I have received this morning the following order:

Deliver this dispatoh to Gommander Preble: Take on bonrd immediately provisions
and proceed with all possible haste in the St Louis to Cherbourg, for the-purpose of
Joining the Kearsarge, and at tho eame thne ordor Mr, [W, H.] Yoaton to take passage
in the St, Louts,

Signed by Captain Wiaslow,
K. 8, BGGLESTON,
. ) U. 8. Consul,
HorATIO J, BPRAGUR, ,
U, 8. Qonsul, Gibraltar,

* Not necessary to publiah,
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- Li1sBON, June 13, 1864—8.15 p. m.
If 8t. Louts is there tell Commander Preble {the] following order [is]
from Winslow: -~ ’ ‘ , ; '
Tnke in provisions and proceed with St Lowis to Cherbourg with all dispateh for
junction with Kedarsarge,

MunNro.
SPRAGUE,

American Oonsul, Gibraltar.

[ Enolosures.—Newspaper clippings.)
Nautical intelligence,

The Kent, from Melbourne, arrived in the [iEn'glish]‘Ohannel on the
7th instant; regorts that on the 24th April, in latitude 15° 8., longi-
tude 32° W,, she was boarded by the Confederate steamship Alabama,
which had burned on the previous day the Rockingham, from Oallao to
Queeenstown, laden with guano.

Signal foport.—-—From H, J, Sprague,

JUNE 14—12 o'clock noon.
A British steamer passed from west to east at 9: 405 this morning.

Letter from Oaptain Winslow, U. S, Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Kear-
sarge, to the U, 8. consular agent at Oherbourg, France, enjoining a
protest againgt inorease of orew of the 0. 8. 8, Alabama, in that port,

U. 8. 8. KEARSARGE,
Of Cherbourg, June 16, 1864,

DEAR SIR: I learn that the Alabama was to receive reenforcements
of officers and men from the Rappahannock,

The Kearsarge was denied even prisoners of war from apprehension
that her crew might be increased by them, and if any increase of the
complement of the Alabama over and above 147 persons—the number
she brought in—should take place, o representation and protest should
be made by yon, and you should guard against this by requesting the
adwiral in command to prohibit it.

Very respectfully. your obedient servant,
JNO. A, WINBLOW,
- Captain,
B, LiAig, H4q.,
U, 8. Consular Agent, Cherbourg.

Report of Aoting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U, S, Navy, commanding West
{ndia Squadron, of tho condition of the U, S. 8, Neptune, transmitting
report of her commanding officer, ,

o S FLAGSHIP POWHATAN, ;
. Oape Haitien, June 17, 1864,
SiR: A complaint of Commander Sanford, with a report of a survey
oh the steamer Neptune, herewith enclosed, shows that ship to be unfit
for émy present service, and hardly in a condition to reach a Northern
101t .
' The complaint of Chief Engineer Auchinleck appears not to have

“been called for by the condition of his engino.

The Neptune has beeun oxrdered to New York.
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It is with great regret that I am compelled to part at this time with
the only steamer in the squadron, It leaves the flagship alone to take
the duty of convoying California steamers and keep open the commu-
nication with the Department, ,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

; - J. L. LARDNER,
Acting Rear-Admiraly Commanding West India Squadron,

Hon, GipEoN WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.
{Enoclosnres. | .
U. 8. S. NEPTUNE,
; At Sea, June 11, 1864,

Sir: I would respectfully report to you that during my eighth con-
voy, on the night of the 9th instant, when the ship was rolling moder-
ately, she began to leak at the rate of 22 inches an hour, and during
all ot the 10th instant she leaked at an average of 22 inches an hour
also, After passing beyond smooth water to the westward of Oape
Tiburon, the swell became irregular; ship rolled a good deal; her leak-
age averaged 34 inches per hour, , :

I deemed it prudent to adandon the convoy of the Ariel about 26
miles to the northward of Navassa., The ship continued to average
this leakygo (34 inches per hour) till wo felt the influence again of the
smooth water under the lee of Cape Tiburon, Since then, being in
comparatively smooth water, we have leaked from 18 to 22 inches an
hour, The pumps have been going almost constantly, The spar deck
leaksdvary badly and is gradually yiclding to the weight of the 100-

rounder, o
! There are several very essentianl alterations and repairs needed to the
engine department of this vessel, ,

I would respectfully request that a survey may be held upon the hull
of this vessel for recalking; also upon the engines for repairs, Xnclosed
I hand you the report of officers who were ordered to asceriain canse of
leak, amouut, ete,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. P, SANFORD,
~ Commander, U/, S. Navy,
Acting Rear-Admiral J, L, LARDNER,
Commanding West India Squadron, Cape Haitien, Huiti,

U. 8, 8, POWHATAN,
Oape Haytien, June 14, 1864,
Sir: We have, in obedience to your order of this dute, made n care-
ful survey of the hull of the steamer Neptune, and find she requires
extensive calking, She appears in places never to have had but little,
if any, oakum in the seams, .About the water line there is evidence of
tho ship working much, Her spar deck about the forward rifle has
, sunken some two and & half inches,
VYery respectfully, your obedient servants,
WM, RONOKENDORFF,
Jommander.
OnAgiEs R, WILKINS,
Aoting Master,
SAMUEL W, THOMAS,
. , S Oarpenter’s Male,
Acting Rear-Admiral JAMES L, LARDNER :
. - Commanding West India AS}qua(lron.
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Letter from the U. 8. minister to France to the Scoretary offStdto,trahe- ‘
mitting copy of letter to Captain Winslow, U, 8. Navy, regarding
impending engagement between U, 8. 8. Kearsarge and O. 8. 8. Alabama,

~ PARIS, June 17, 1864,
SIR: You will doubtless have received before this notice of the arrival
of the Alabama in the. port of Cherbourg, and my protest to this Goyv-
ernment against the extension of any accommodations to this vessel,
Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys yesterday informed me that they had made up
their minds to this course, and he gave me a copy of the written direc-
tions given by the minister of marine to the vice-admiral, maritime
prefect at Oherbourg, a translation of which accompanies this dispatch,
But he, at the same time, informed mo that the United States ship of .
war the Kearsarge had appeared off the port of Oherbourg, and there
was danger of an immediate fight between those vessels; that the Ala.
bama professed its entire readiness to meet the Kearsarge, and he
believed that each would attack the other as soon as they were 3 miles
off the coast; that a sea fight would thus be got up in the face of
France, and at a distance from their coast within reach of the gunsused
on shipboard in these days; that the distance to which the neutral
right of an adjoining Government extended itself from the coast was
unsettled, and that the reason for the old rule, which assumed that 3
miles was the outermost reach of a cannon shot, no longer existed, and
that, in & word, a fight on or about such a dis’&mce from their coast
wouid be offensive to the dignity of Irance, and they would not permit
it. I told him that no other rule than the 3-mile rule was known or
recognized as a principle of international law, but if a fight were to
take place, and wo would lose nothing and visk nothing by its being
farther off, I had of course no objection, I had no wish to wound the
suaceptibifiti‘e‘s of France by getting up o fight within a distance which
makes tho cannon shot liable to fall on-the coast, I asked him if he
would put his views and wishes on the question in writing, and he prom-
ised me to do 8o, I wrote to Captain Winslow this morning, and here-
with enclose you a copy of my letter. I have carefully avoided in this
communication anything which would tend to make the Kearsarge risk .
anything by ylelding what seemed to me to be an admitted right,
To deliver this letter and understand some other matters in respect to
the alleged sale of the two clipper ships at Bordeaux, I have sent my
son to Cherbourg, ~ A :
I am, sir, your obedient servant, o
' Wn, L. DAYTON,

_ [Hon, WiLLIAM I 8RWARD, Seoretary of State.)

{ Enolosures.} N .
) , ‘ o PARIS, June 16, 1864,
Srr: This will be delivored to you bymif son and assistant secretary
of legation. I havehad a conversation this afternoon with My, Drouyn
de Lhuys, minister of foreign affairs, IHe says they have given the
Alabama notice that she must leave Cherbourg, but in the meantime
ou have come in and are watching the Alabama, and that this vessel
18 anxlous to meet you, and he supposes you will attack her.as soon ag
she gets 3 miles oftf the coast; that this will produce a fight which will
be at best a fight in waters which may or may not be French waters,
a8 accident may determine; that it would be offensive to the dignity of
France to have a fight under such circumstances, and France will not
permit it; that the Alabama shall not attack you. nor you her, within
the 3 miles, nor on or about that distance off, : ,
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Under such circumstances I do not suppose that they would have, on
principles of international law, the least right to interfere with you if
3 miles off the coast, but if you lose nothing by fighting 6 or 7 miles
off the coast instead of 3 you had best do so. You know better than I
(who have little or no knowledge of the relative strength of the two
vessels) whether the pretense of the Alabama of a readiness to meet
you is more than a pretense, and I do not wish you to sacrifice any
advantage if you have it. 1 suggest only that you avoid all unneces-

sry trouble with France, but if the Alabama can be taken without
violating any rules of international law, and may be lost if such a
principle is yielded, you know what the Government would_expect of
you, You will of course yield no real advantage to which you are
. entitled, while you are careful to so act as to make uselessly no unneces-
sary complications with this Government. I ought to add that Mr.
Seward’s dispatch, dated 20th May, 1864, was in the following words:

The Niagara will proceed with as much dispatch uésmibm to oruise in European
waters, and the IMotaMﬁso soon as she shall be ready for sea (which is expected

to be quite soon), will follow her, unless in the meantime advices from yourself and
Mr. Adams shall be deemed to furnish reasons for n change of purpose in that respect.

That yon may understand exantly the condition of things here in -
regard to the Alabama, I send you herewith a copy of a communication
from the minister of marine to the naval prefect at Cherbourg, furnished
me by the minister of toreign affairs.

Respectfully, your obedient servant, '
- W. L. DAYT0N,
Ouptain WINSLOW,
U. 8. 8. Kearsarge. .

[ Translation.)

MINISTER OF 'I'HE MARINE' AND THE COLONIES
Cabinet of the Minister, Paris, June 15, 1864— Noon,

The Minister of the Marine and the Colonies to Monsieur the Vice-Admi-
ral, Mayitime Prefect at Cherbourg:

We can not permit the Alabama to enter into one of our bhasins of the
arsenal, that not being indispensable to place it in a state to go again
to sea. This vessel can address itself to commerce (commerecial accom-
modations) for the urgent repairs which it has need of to enable it to
go out, but the principles of neutrality recalled in my vircular of the
6th of February do not permit us to give to one of the belligerents the
means to augment; its forces, and in-some sort to rebuild itself; in fine,
it is not proper that one of the belligerents take without ceasing our
ports, and especially our arsenals, as & base of their operations, and, so
- to say, a8 one of their own proper ports.

You will observe to the captain of the Alabama that he has not been
forced to enter into Oherbourg by any accidents of the sea, and that he
could altogether as well have touched at ports of Spain, of Portugal, of
England, of Belgium, and of Ilolland, :

As to tne prisoners made by the Alabama, and who have been placed
ashore, they are free from the time they have touched our soil, But
they ought not to be delivered up to the Kearsarge, which is a Federal
ship of war, This would be for the Kearsarge an augmentation of mil-
itary force, and we can no more permit this for one of the belligerents
than for the other,
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'Ir}ngagemcnt between the U. 8. S, Kearsarge and 0. S, 8, Alubama, June
, 19, 1864,

Report of Captain Winslow, U. 8. Navy, commanding U, 8, 8, Kearsarge.

U, 8. 8, KEARSARGE,
Oherbourg, France, June 19, 1864— A fternoon.

Str: I have the honor to inform the Department that the day subse-
quent to the arrival of the Kearsarge off this port, on the 14th instant, I
received a note from Captain Semines, begging that the Kearsarge would
not depéu‘t, as he intended to fight her and would not delay her but a
day or two.

According to this notice, the Alabama left the port of Cherbourg this
morning at about 9:30 o’clock, , L e

At 10:20 a. m. we discovered her steering toward us. Fearing the
question of jurisdiction might arise, we steamed to sea until a distance
of 6 or 7 miles was attained from the Cherbourg breakwater, when
we rounded to and commenced steaming for the Alabama. As we
approached her within about 1,200 yards she opened fire, we receiving
two or three broadsides before a shot was returned. ’l‘im action con-
tinued, the respective steamers making a circle round and round at a
distance of about 9000 yards from each other. At the expiration of an
hour the Alabama struck, going down in about twenty minutes after-
wards, and carrying many persons with her. ‘

It affords me %reat gratification to announce to the Department that
every officer and man did his duty, exhibiting a degree of coolness and
fortitude which gave promise at the outset of certain victory.

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

- JNo. A, WINSLOW,

- Captain.
Hon, (L iDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, C.
Report of Uaptain Winslow, U. 8, Navy, com U, B, 8, Kearsarge, of casualtios on board

m
that vemel in the action with the 0, 8, 8, Alabama,

U. 8, 8, KEARSARGE,
Oherbourg, France, June 20, 1864,
Sir: I enclose herewith the surgeon’s report of the casunealties on
board this vessel in the late action with the dlabama. Although we
received some twenty-five or thirty shots, twelve or thirteen taking effect
in the hull, by the mercy of God we have been spared the loss of any
3110 lilft"e,lwf\ereas in the case of the Alabama the carnage, I learn, was
readful,
The ships were about equal in match, the tonnage being the same;
the Alabama carrying one 100-pound rifle, with one heavy 68.pounder
and six broadside 32-pounders; the Kearsarge carrying four broadside
32.pounders and two 11.inch and one 28-pound rifle, one gun less than
the Alabama.
The ouly shot which I fear will give us any trouble is one 100-pound
rifle, which entered our sternpost and remains at present unexploded.
It would seem almost invidious to particularize the conduct of any
one man or officer in which all had done their duty with a fortitude and
coolness which can not be too highly praised, but I feel it due to my
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oxecutive officer, Lioutenant-Oommander Thornton, who superintended
the working of the Lattery, to particularly mention him for an example
of coolness und encouragement of the men while fighting, which contrib.
uted much toward the success of the action. ,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

: ‘ JNO, A. WINSLOW,
‘ Captain,
Hon. GiproN WELLES, X
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, . O.

[ Enclosure.}

U. 8. 8: KEARSARG,
‘ ~ Oherbourg, France, June 19, 1864—Afternoon.
Sir: I report the following casualties resulting from the engagement
this morning with the steamer Alabama:
John W, Dempsey, quarter gunner, compound comminuted fracture
of right arm, lower t‘ﬁrd; and forearm; arm amputated.
William Gowin, ordinary seamau, compound fracture of left thigh and
leg; seriously wounded, o
James Macbeth, ordinary seaman, compound fracture of left leg;
severely wounded, _
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant
JOHN M. Brownm,
Surgeon, U. S, Navy.
Oaptain JNO. A, WINSLOW, ‘
Commanding U. S, S, Kearsarge, Cherbourg, France.

Additional report of Captain Winslow, U, 8. Navy, commanding U, 8, 8, Xearsargo, vegardin
the engagement of that vessel with the O, B, 8. Alabama, ' §

U. 8, 8. KEARSARGE,
_ . Cherbourg, France, June 21, 1864,

Sir: I have the honor to report that toward the close of the action
between the Alabama and this vessel all available sail was made on
the tformer for the purpose of ngain reaching Cherbourg, When the
object was apparent the Kearsarge was steered across the bow of the
Alabame for o raking fire, but before reaching this point the Alabama
struck, Uncertain whoether Captain Semmes was not using some ruse,
the Kearsarge was stopped, It was seen shortly afterwards that the
Alabama was lowering her boats, and an oficer came nlongsido in ono
of them to say that they had surrendered and were fast sinking, and
begging that boats would be dispatched immediately for saving of life.
The two boats not disabled were at once lowered, and it was apparent
that the Alabama was settling, This officer was permitted to {ezwe in
his boat to afford assistance, An Bnglish yacht, tho Deerhound, had
approached near the Kearsarge at this time, when I hailed and begged
the commander to run down to the Alabama, as sho was fast sinking, and
wo had but two boats, and assist in picking up the men, He answered
affirmatively and steamed toward the Alabama, but the latter sank
olmost immediately, The Deerhound, however, sent hor boats and was
actively engaged, aided by several others which had come from shore,
These boats were busy in bringing the wounded and others to the Kear-
sarge, whom we were trying to muake as cowmfortable as possible, when
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it was rei)orbed to me that the Deerhound was moving off, I could not
believe that the commander of that vessel could be guilty of so dis-
graceful an act as taking our prisoners off and therefore took no means
to prevent it, but continued to keep our bouts at work rescuing the men
in the water, I am sorry to say that I was mistaken; the Deerkound
made oft with Captain Semmes and others, and also the very officer who
had come on board to surrender.

I learned SuDSeQuentl{ that the Deerhound was o consort of the sAla-
bama, and that she received on board all the valuable personal effects
of Captain Semmes the night before the engagement,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNOo, A, WINSLOW,
Captain,
Hon, GIDEON WERLLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, O,

Report of Captain Winslow, U. 8, Navy, commanding U, 8, 8, Kearsarge, transmitting reports
of officers of that vessel and abstract of log.

U, 8, 8. KRARSARGE,
- Oherboury, France, June 21, 1864,

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith reports of the executive
ofticer, chief engineer, hoatswain, and gunner of this vessel, with copy
of' log book, containing minutes of the action.

1 fully colncide in the recommendations of the executive ofticer, and
such cases as deserve special reference to will be subjects of future
communication, ,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNOo. A, WINSLOW,
' Captain,

Hon, GIDXON WHLLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington.
{

{ Encloaures, |

U, 8, 8, KEARSARGE,
. Port of Cherbourg, June 21, 1864,

Sir: I have the honor to forward to you the reports of the damage
sustained in the different dopartments of this vessel during the recent
action with the Alabama, ;

In connection with this engagement, I take great pleasure in inform-
ing you, officially, that the conduct of both men and officers equaled
in every respect my most sanguine expectations. In the gun divisions
the utmost coolness provailed throughout the action, the details of
the manual of exercise being as carefully attended to as if in ordinary
exercise; and to this cause may be attributed the excellent condition
of the guns and gear after a rapid firing of an hour’s duration, The
powder division received my particular attention, and its important
service was promptly and thoroughly rendered,

The ecircumstances under which the battle was fought aftorded no
opportunity of displaying special acts of individual heroism, but while
every man aud boy in the ship displayed the atmost coolness, zeal, and -
courage, there were some who by their position and peculiar duties
attracted special attention and deserve special mention, '
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The marines fought the rifle gun upon the topgallant forecastle under
the charge of Acting Master’s Mate Chatles H. Danforth. The actionon
our part was commenced by this gun, and its fire was rapid and effective
throughout. The high reputation of their service was nobly sustained
by the marine guard of this ship, The boatswain, James O. Walton,
was observably active and effclent. Gunner F. A, Graham’s duties
were all performed efficiently and merit commendation. The carpen-
ter’s mate, Mark G. Ham, is well known to you, sir, a8 a faithful and
competentman. Hisconductin the battle was distinguished by the cool
and intelligent performance of his duties. It is unnecessary for me to
call your attention to the officers commanding the gun or master’s
division, as their duty was performed under your own eye. I am happy
to commend Acting Master’s Mate Ezra Bartlett, in charge of the shell
supply, for his coolness and efficiency. ,

})n the surgeon’s department every arrangement that experience or
humanity could snggest was made for the comfort of the wounded,
Fortunately, we have but three of our own crew in that condition, but
after the action the wounded of the enemy, numbering fifteen persons,
_ were consigned to the care of Surgeon J. M. Browne, who was entirely
without professional assistance. The duties of his department were
th:;ebyrgnd'ered extremely arduous, but were coolly and successfully
performed, ,

William Gowin, ordinary seaman, was severely wounded by the explo-
sion of a shell. He dragged himself to the forward hatch, refusing to
allow the men to leave his gun for the purpose of assisting him, His
cheerful willingness to sacrifice his life for victory’s sake was expressed
in terms that animated and encouraged others. John W, Dempsey,
quarter gunner, wounded at the same time, losing an arm, displayed
similar heroism, James Macbeth, ordinary seamen, another of the
wounded men, displayed both courage and patience, ,

All the men on the sick list voluntarily went to their quarters and
rendered such service as they were able to perform. The enginéer’s
division was admirably and efficiently conducted under the command
of Chief Engineer W, H, Oushman. Sidney L. Smith and Ienry
McConnell, third assistant engineers, were stationed on deck, and their
conduoct came immediately under my observation, It was distinguished
by coolness and vigilance. The other assistants, Mr., W. H, Badlam
and Mr, F, L. Miller, were on duty in the engine and fire rooms, and,
judging from the prompt manner in which the orders from the deck
‘were executed, 1 know that their (uties were creditably performed.
The ship is indebted to Paymaster J. A, Smith for efficient service dur.
ing the action. His clerk, Mr. D, B, S8argent, performed his duty on
deck in the third division, The orderly sergeant, 0. T, Young, and the
_ master at arms, Jason R, Watrous, also deserve special mention for

admirable performance of their duty, ~

I will hand to you the names of those men specially mentioned by
divisional officers.as soon as I receive them,

In conclusion, sir, let me congratulate |you] on the success of your .
fnlan of battle and compliment you on the skill and judgment displayed

its execution, N : i
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JA8, 8, THORNTON,
Lieutenant-Commander and Hreoutive Officer.

JOHN A, WINSLOW,
Oaptain, Commanding U, 8, 8. Kearsarge,
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U. 8. 8. KEARSARGE,
, . : ~ COherbourg, June 21, 1864,

~ Bir: I respectfully report that the only injury received in the engine
department during our engagement with the Alabama on the 19th
instant was to the smoke pipe, which was perforated through both sec-
tions by a 100-pound rifle shell, which exploded as it was coming
through, tearing out a ragged hole of about 3 feet in diameter and carry-
ing away three of the chain guys, and to the top of engine-room hateh,
which was cut completely through and across by a shell.. I would fur-
ther report that all the assistant engineers and the firemen and coal
heavers behaved with perfect coolness, and were attentive to their duty -
through the actioné'.and that by the self-possession and attention of
Second Assistant Engineer William H, Badlam in the management of .
the engines, Third Assistant Engineer Fred. L. Miller, in charge of the
boilers, Third Assistant Engineer Sidney L. Smith, on deck at the fire
and hot-water hose, and Third Assistant Egj%ineer Henry McCOonnell,
at the engine signel bell the efficiency of the engine departmentis
to be attributed. I would also mention First-Olass Fireman Joseph
Dugan for his coolness and competency in assisting Mr, Miller in fire
room, First-Olass Firemen Jerry Young, William S8mith, Benjamin H,
Blaisdell, William H, Donnelly in assisting Mr, Badlam in charge of
the engines, and First-Olass Fireman True W. Priest for quickness
and attention in charge of the after fire hose during the alarm.of firein
the action, ' o ‘

Very respectfully,

WiILLIAM H., CUSHMAN,
Ohief Engineer, U. S. Navy.

Captain JN0. A, WINSLOW, U. 8. Navy, ;
Commanding.

U. 8. S, KEARSARGE, - .. -
, . Oherbourg, June 20, 1864,
Sir: I respectfully submit to you o statement of injuries sustained
by the U. 8. 8, Kearsarge in her hull, sails, rigging, etc., during our
})ama, on the iQt_h instant.
off this port: .

IN HULL,

1 shot in starboard gangway, out chain | 1 shell through top of the engine house,
and-bruised plank, . 1 shell through port netting abreast main

1 ghell undor waist gun, eut chain:and ri,gging.‘_ o —
exploded, outting outslde planking, 1 shot and 2 shells throu?\'port‘natting‘

1 shell under starboard main chaunel, out |  forward of mizzen rigg ng{‘, ~ _
off chain plate, going through and ex- | 1shell through smokestack, exploding.

loding, =~ inside stack, ;

1 32.pounder solid shot entered forward | 2 shots through tafirall, , :
of forward pivot port; shot lodged in- | 1 shot through netting forward of miz-
side, orushing waterways zen rigging on starboard inside,

pos !
. e IN' BAILS,
Bpanker, badly torn by shell.

- IN RIGGING,

Fore-topmast backstay ont away. After shroud, starboard side of the main-
1shroud in main rigging out away. | --tomut\rig ing.
1 agrew in port wain rigging. =~ ‘Btarbosrd swifter of mizzen rigging.

Starboard " maintopmast backstay out | 1sorew in’'port main ri(.%gin i
AWAY. ~{ 1plate in nwbmd main channels,
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) : noATs, ‘
Third cutter, 1 shot through bottom, star- | Gig, badly shutteroa.
bourd gunwale shot away.
The sparg all in good order,
Respectfully,

J. €, WALTON,

: - DBoatswain.

- J. 8, THORNTON, »
Tieutenant-Commander and Hreoutive Officer,

Nuxxnber of shot and shell struck the ship in various places, 28,

U, 8. 8. KEARSARGE,
A o Oherbourg, June 20, 1864,
8IR: I respectfully submit the following report of the expenditure of
ordnance stores on board of this ship during the engagement with the
rebel steamer Alabama on the 19th instant:

55 16-pound service charges. 48 rifle peroussion shell,
6b 11-ineh-5-second shell, 100 friction primers.
60 8-pound sorvice charges. 240 peroussion [i)_ri'mers.
18 32-pound 5-second shell, Fixed ammunition for boat howitzer:
42 32-pound solid shot. © 0 shrapnel, Bormsun fused,
48 24-pound service charges, rifle, 1 canister, ‘
. RECAPITULATION, ,
Duration of aetion..ceeeeoiiii e iiiiiiiin e, N 65 minutes.
Number of rounds:
YT U b5
12728 110 T ) S 60"
B0-pounder TIlo. .. ool i i i teeieieeeeeere e aaas 48
12-pound HOWIbZeT. ... iie i it ieieas it aereciaanecveteennns care s anne 10
Total roundB. .o et vt it ittt c e ter e baarae seeiaranaans 173

Very respectfully, ‘
: ‘ I'RANKLIN A, GRAHAM,

. ; Gunner, U, 8. 8. Kearsarge.

JAs, 8. THORNTON,

Lieutenant-Commander and Hxeoutive Officer.

Abstraot log of U, S. S. KRearsarge, Captain John A, Winslow, June 14 to 21, 1864,

. June 14—Bteering in for Oherbourg Breakwuter, Stopped the engine
off the entrance (eastern) and sent & boat in to communicate with the
American consul, Found the rebel privateer Alabame lying at anchor
in the roads. ; -

June19.—Lying off and on off Cherbourg, Moderate breezo from the
‘westward; weather, b, ¢, [blue sky, cloud], At 10:20 a, m, discovered
the Alabama steaming out of the port of Oherbourg, accompanied by a
French ironclad steamer and a fore-and-aft rigged steamer, showing the
white English ensign and a %'acht flag, Beat to general quarters and
cleared for action, . Steamed ahead, standing offshore, being distant
from the land about 2 leagues; altered our course and approached the
Alabama, At 10:57 the Alabama commenced the action with hor star-

board broadside at 1,000 yards range, At 11 we returned her fire and
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cpme fairly into action, which we continued until wmeridian, when,
observing signs of distresy in the enemy, together with p cessation.of -
her fire; our fire was withheld, At12:10 a boat, with'an officer from
the Alabgma, came alongside and surrendered his vessel, with the infor-
~matian that she was rapidly sinking and s reqnest for assistance,  Rent
the launch and second autter,the other boats being disabled by the. fire
of the enemy. - The English yacht, before mentioned, coming within

“hail, was requested by the captain to render assistance in saving the

lives of the officers and crew of thasurrendered vessel. At 12:24 p.m,
the Alghama went down in 40 fathoms water, leaving wost of her crew
struggling in the water. Seventy persong were regeied by the hoats, -
Two pilot boats and the yacht also sssisted. One'pilob boat came
alongside of us, but the other returned to the, port. - The English,.
yacht steamed rapidly away to the northward without -reporting the -
number of our prisoners that she had picked up. Troip meridian to

4 p. m, hoisted up our boats and three of thie ¢neniy’s cutters, Repaired
our rigging temporarily. Took a French pilot and steamed away for
‘Cherbourg. At 3:10 let go tlie port anchor in 7 fathoms water. From

4 to 8 paroled and sent on shore 63 prisoners,

Report of Captain Winslow, U, 8, Navy, cqmmahd.in»g"'U.' 8. 8. Kearsarge, of the number of
- - ‘prisoners recelved from the 0, 8, 8, Alabama.

- U, 8, B. KEARSARGE,
, BT e : Oherbourg, France, June 21, 1864,
Sir: I have the hopor to report that the number of prisoners brought
on board the Kearsarge belonging to the Alabama was 70—06 officers and
64 men; 1 officer (carpenter) and 2 men dying and 17 wounded are
included in thisnumber, 0
As we have very contracted accommadations for-onp own crew with-
out increase, it became indispengable to send. these prisoners on shore,
and their parole was token, with exception of the dactor, noncombatant, -
who was put on parole that he might attend to his wouuded; the officers
were held a3 prisoners of war. - o R
I learn that 3 officers with 6 men were carried on ghore at Cherbourg
by pilot boats, but of the number who reached England in the Deer-
hound I have no reliable accounts, S '
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNo. A, WINSLOW, |
: ) o Oaptain,
Hon, GivroN WELLES, o ‘
Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Acting Master Wheeler, U, 8. Ravy, commending the conduot of the division under
his command in tre action between the U, 8, 8, Kearsarge and the C, 8, §, Alabama,

3
U, 8, 8, KEARSARGE,
o | Port of Oherboury, June 23, 1864, -
SIR: In obedience to your order I respectfully report that during the
recent engagement with tlie Alabama tho men of the first division, com-
prising the 11-inch forward pivot gun'and riﬂeu’?()i'x forecastle, without
~u single exception, displayed cpolness and fortitude to & degree not -
N W.R—VOL II———J U TR
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anticipated under the excitement of receiving an enemy’s fire, Indeed,
Ifoantn‘ot sufficiently express my commendation of their parformance
of duty, . ‘ .
~'While I render to every man a praise 8o justly merited, I would make
especial mention of Janmes Haley, captain, John I, Bickford, first loader,
Oharles A, Read, first sponger, Bdward Wilt, second sponger, of pivot
gun, for their deliberation and coolness during the discharge of their
respective duties,
he marine guard, stationed at the rifle gun openly exposed to the
fire of the Alabama, showed great coolness and efficiency in the dis-
charge of their respective duties,
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES R. WHEELER,
Aoting Master of First Division, U, 8. Navy.
Lieutenant-Commander JAMES 8. T'HORNTON,
Faecoutive Officor.

.

Report of Aoting Master Stoddard, U, 6, Navy, commending the conduct of the division under
his command in the action between the U, 8, 8, Kearsargo and the 0. 8, §, Alabama,

U, 8, 8, KBARSARGE,
© Cherbourg, June 22, 1864,

Sir: In obedience to your order I respectfully report that [in} an
action like that of this ship and tho Alabama it is nlmost impossible to
mention any one where all performed their duties so faithfully and so
satisfactorily, those serving the gun of the second division conducting
themselves with as much coolness ay though nt general quarters fiving
nb targot, ,

Willinmn Smith, scecond quartermaster, eaptain of the 11.inch pivot
gun of the second division; Charles Moors, seaman, and George Hur-
riton, sepman, sponger and loader, deserva gpecial notice for the delib.
orato and cool manner in which they performed their duties,

Respeetfully, ote,,
I, M. STODDARD,
. Acting Master, U, S, Navy.
Licutenant-Commander THORNTON,
U. 8. 8. Kelisarge,

P, St is stated by rebel officers that the pivot gnn of second divi-
sion was more destructive and did more damage than any other gun of
this ship, .

-

Report of Acting Maater Sumner, U, 8. Navy, commending the conduct of the division under
his command in thowotion betwoen tho U. 8. 8, Kearsarge and the 0, §, 8, Alabama,

U, 8. 8. KEARHARGY,
Chorbourg, June 20, 1864.
Sir: In obedionce to your desire I beg leave to submit my report of
the conduct of the men of the third division, under my command, in
the recent action with the rebel steamer Alabama., During the wholo
action entirve steadiness of conduct prevailed among the men, and no one
‘man conld bo distinguished from another in courage or fortitude. But
asmong those showing still higher qualifications I am pleased to name
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Thomas Perry (boatswain’s mate) and John Hayes (coxswain), first and
second captains of No, 2 gunj George H, Read, fivst loader of snme gun;
also Robert Strahan (captain top), fiest captain of No, 1 gunj James H,
Lee, sponger, and Joachim Peasge (colored seamai), londer of snvme gun,
The conduct of the latter in battle fully sustained his reputation as
one of the best mon in tho ship, ,
I am, sir, vory respectfully, your obediont servant,

: D, H. SUMNER,
- . Aoting Master,
JAMES 8. THORNTON, , , -
Lieutonant-Commander and Haeoutive Ofioer, U, 8. S Kearsarge,

D

Boporh)f Midshipman Preble, U, 8, Navy, commending the conduct of the division under his
oommand in the action between the U, 8, 8, Kearsarge and the 0. 8, 8, Alabama,

U, 8. 8. KEARSBARGE,
‘ - Oherbourg, France, June 22, 1864, -

Sir: In the late engagement between this' ship and the Alabama, 1
would call to your notice the cool and effective manner in which the crew
of the master’s division conducted themselves during the action, Asgno
acts of personal prowess were called for, those men who were especiall
noticed for their courage, coolness, and ability in their ditferent posi-
tions I will recommend to receivo such reward as may bo awarded by
the Government.

Henry Cook (captain of afterguard) and Oharles Butt (quartermaster)
fought the 12-pound howitzer with much spirit, and delivered shrapnel
to tho enemy with great rapidity.

Jamos Saunders (signal quartermastor) was prompt in reporting dam-
ages dono to ourselves and to thoe enemy. :

Willianm B, Poole (quartormastor), stutioned ab the holm, steered the
ship during the engagoemont in a cool aud most creditable manner,

Yory respectiully, your obedisnt servant, '
IBpwanp 1, PrEBLE,
Midshipman, Acting Master,
Japtain JOIN A, WINSLOW.

ST ———

Roport of Captain Winslow, U, 8. Mavy, commanding U, 8, 8, Kosrsarge, requesting thut
aotion of the Department bo aunulled in tho caso of cortain oficers of that vessel, -

U, 8. 8, KBEARBARGE,
Oherboury, Irance, June 22, 1864,

Sime: T have the honor to statoe that o lettor, reporting Acting Mastor
D, H., Sumner for refusal to perform duty, was dispatched to the Depart-
ment on the 23d ultimo. This was nccompanied with applications from
tho acting mastors for a leave of absence,

In these communications it became necessary under the circulay
instructions to comment upon, for elucidation. 1 have now to infoym
the Department that when the action between the Alabaima and this
vessel was imminent Mr, Sumuer volunteered for duty, and 1 conld not
under the circumstances refuse to accept an offer which afforded him the
opportunity of redeeming his position, Mr, Sumner performed his duty
in & creditable manner, and Mr. Wheeler fully regained tho estimation
I hod had of him at the carly part of the cruise,
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~ I'min'donvinted' that these gentleitien; ioktive frovh tho'éffedti'of the
hird labor and’ exposure of & exttise it the Fngligh Ohurinel thirough 4
long wititer, forgot for & monent thé déitand of their cowntry, ~
~ They hive riow reinstated tliemselves By theli conduct, and I shoald
bo pleaséd, if any action' has been taken by thid Deépartment in tlisir
casoy, to have it annulled, . T , ‘
1 huve tho honor t6 be, very respectfally, your obédient sérvant,
JouN A, WINSLOW,
Uaptain,
Hon. GIpEON WELLES, A L
Secretary of the Nuvy, Washington, D. 0.

i i et

Report of Oaptaln Winslow, U, 8. Nuvy, comrishding U, 8: 8; Mearsarge, forwarding. the names
gfm t%o;;_ of the orow of that vessel especially commended for their conduct in the action of
U, 8. 8, KBARSARGE, =
, Oherbonrg; France, June 25, 1864,
S1it: I have tho hotof to encloge u list of tlie names of the men who,
during thio engagement of the Alabania and’ Kearsarge, extiibited m arked
coonlhesy and govd conditet, and of such as ligve beon recommended by
thio’ divisionul commonders as doserving apecial reforence to, - ‘.
It uffords me pleusurs to roport that Willinm Smith; quarterthaster,
was captain of the 11-inch gnn, which, according to the rebel accotnts,
did' sich excvutiont that wreward was offtred by Oaptain Semnres to
gilence hiy gun,  Smith is well worthy, both from education and other-
wise, to the appeintment of o master’s mate. ‘ ,
John I, Bickfordj whio, during tho engagement and’ froth long exam.-
plo and good conduet, and also edueation, 18 entitled to this reward,
Both ot tliess men are mliighly spokon ot by tho officers that it is
but their duo that my voport should refer in a special maniner Lo therm,
I have the honor to be, vory respecttully, your obediont servant,
JNO. A, WINSLOW,
Captain,
Hon, GipxoN WELLES,
Seeretary of the Nuvy, Washington, D. O,

¥, 8,1 omitted to stato that the carpenter’s mate of this vessel,
Mark (i, ITam, of Portsmouth, iy most particularly vecomiionded foy
promotion by tho excentive officer. 110 is, in my opinion, fully entitled
to it from his conduct in thanetion, but not more than from his taithtal
and over-willing performance of duty during the cruise,

(Enolosuro,]

James Haloy, Nf()fﬂhl’ forveastio, Jolin Hayos, coxswal,

John F, Biokford, onptain top, Goorge I, Rowd, sonman,

Charles A, Rend, coxawanln, Robort 8trahan, eaptain top,
Williatn Bmith, quartsrninstor, | James . Loo, sorman, -
Wililam Bond, hoatswain's mate, Jodolilti Poare (coloredl), soatiat,
Charles Moore, seamun,; *William B, Poolb, qnarterniastor,
Gmrgﬁ‘[lh);ﬂ'&rrimu, BEAMAI, ‘Miohnel Ahern, paymaster’s stoward,

Thomas Porry, boatawain’s mato, Mark (1, Ham, carpenter’s mato,
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Baport of Burgeon Browns, Ui §, Navy, U. 8, 8, Kearsarge, warding fhe £ of thoss
A e D T e e et o

. U, B, 8, KBARSARGE,
: , _ Deal Roads, Fingland, July 23, 1864,
" DEAR Bir: Ideem it pppropriate to nequaint you with certain detapils
~ appertaiiing’to the engagement, and its resplts, between this vessel and
the Alabania, Ll e L T AT R
The guns’ crews wore ingtructed in the application of tourniquets
madp for the oceasion, and an ample supply furnished egep divisfon;
cots for the transportation of the wounded were in convenient posi-
«ﬂ,o'nﬁ;é{éﬁ;i‘)eithor’ﬂw;we“bro'ug’ht into use, This has explination from
the fact that the wounded réfused assistance from their comrades, con.

cealing ‘the severity of injury, and one (Gowin

the sever , nd one (Gowin, ordingry seaman)
dragged himself frofn the after pivot gun to thefore hateh, unwillin gto.
take anyoiie from lis station, ‘While I should ever make similar prep-
arations on the eve of a contest, the example of the one in question
woul(‘teach me that, under the excitement of battle, little religncecould -
be placed upon the fulfillment of my instructions, Thig vessel is
exceedingly deficient in ’ipréyisimr of conveniences for wounded men;
there i8 f10 approprinte place for the performance of operations,  ~ *
Acting upon my recommondation, Lieutenant.Commander Thornton,
executive officer, caused the forehold to be arranged for the accommo:
dation of six wounded, nfter the application of temporary dressiugs,
that they might have immunity from the oxposure subjected to whilg

upon the berth deck, o o o ,

“T'he netion continued for eiglitesn minutes without casuplties, Then
a 68.-pound Blakely shell passed through the starboard bulwarkshelow
main rigging, exploded upon the quarter-deck, and wonnded thrge of
the crew of the pivet gun. One, William Gowin, ordinary seaman,
received v compound fracture of loft fomur pt lower and widdle third,
nnd tibia and fibula, upper third, cmnplicutipﬁ tho kneo joint, No fyag-
ments of shell were found in the wounds, The hemorrhago was pro-
fune, ohiefly venous.  Buitable dressings and stimulants were employed.,

Another, Johm ‘W, Dempsey, quarter gunner, had compound com-

minuted fracture of right arm, lower third, and clbow, tho forearm
being complotely lacorated-—n shapeless mags, Arrangements were
madae for amputation before the close of the action, but its unexpected
cessntion cansed the performanco immediately after.  Ghloreform was
administered, with happy results, T'he arm wag amputated at the mid-
dlo third, upper border, ' |

The thim‘,’ James Macbeth, ordinary seaman, received a compopnd
fmct\;{e of left tibia, upper third. No pieces of shell wore found in the
wound. ' -

The above comprises the total casualtics, It is cortainly surprising
that the percontage should have been 8o small, considering the oxpo-
suro sand number of shots recelyed. Probably np future similar combat
will ocoasion like results, Shell wore bursting over this vessel from
the commencoment, to the termination of the fight, and a few of the
ship’s company were knocked down by the concpgsion derived from a
passing projectilo, ' o V L
" Owing to the system of unshipping bulwarks at pivot guns, a consid-
erable apaco is thereby exempt trom the danger ﬂr}ain‘g{; from splinters,
The Kearsarge fired 173 shots, the Alabama about twice that number
her firing béing rapid and nearly inc,egsmut;fu})‘to the period of the
striking of colors, The carnage on'board the latter is roported terrific;
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many of her crew wero )iterally torn in pieces by an 1l.inch shell;
others were much mutilated by splinters, By a merciful Providence
our ship's company were spaved such appalling accidents,
Thé wounded of the Alabanma were brought on hoard for treatment,
Those whose names and nature of injury were noted are borne upon a
list appended to the quarterly report. Others, with injuries less
severe, were treated and subsequently went on shore with the uninjured
paroled erew, ; . ,
- Assigtant Surgeon Dr, A, [David H.1) Llewellyn was drowned. The
surgeon, 1%, I,, Galt (acting paymaster), introduced himgelf while I was
ongaged in the amputation and proffered hiy assistance, I requested
he would assist in attending to the wounded of his vessel, but as he
was prostrated by excitement and fatigue, and had received certain
contusions, he was inadequate for the duty, I sent him to my room,
and without other professional aid attended to all the injured. Sur-
geon Galt was paroled tho same evening, , A .
_Upon the arrival of the Kearsarge at Cherbourg, owing to the number
of wounded and the want of proper accommodation on hoard, all were
traunsferred to the Hospital de Ia Marine, by permission of the admiral
commanding the department. It is oxtremely fortunate that such
" facilities were afforded to the injured; overy cure and attention were
bestowed upon the unfortunates. The skill and benevolence displayed
by Monsicur Dufam, surgeon-in-chief, and Monsiour Aubin, surgeon of
second class and provost of the hospital, claim especial commendation,
I am pleased to report that his Hxcellency Mr. Dayton has made a
proper roprosentation of the valuable services rendered by these gen-
tlemon to the minister of the marine at Paris and to the Department
of 8tate at Washington.

I have previously reported the death of the brave Gowin, Hopes
were reasonably entertained that his recovery would-ocour, but, anwmic
from hemorrhage and debilitated by previous attacks of malarial fevers,
littlo vital power remained; phlebitis supervened, soon succeeded by
death. Gowin was brought with a smile upon his fuce, although suf-
foring acutely from his injury. . He said, “It is all right and I am satis-
fied, for we are whipping the Alabmn'a," adding, “ T willingly will lose
my ieg or life if it is neceasary.,” During the progress of the action he
comforted his suffering comrades by assuring them that “Vietory is
ours!” Whenovor the guns’ crows cheered at the successful effect; of
their shot, Gowin would wave his hand over hig head and join in the
shout. In tho hospital he was calmly resigned to his fate, repeanting
nfgs&n and again his willingness to die, since his ship had won o glorious
vietory. B
- His patience and cheerfulness during intense sufforing and his happy
regignation attracted general notico, enlisted sympathies for his recov-
ery, and occnsionod sincero regrots for his deceaso, To record the gal-
Iant conduct of this noble sailor ig to mo o gratifieation and my apology
for mentioning theso minorincidents, Iis shipmates will erect a proper
monumont to his memory at Cherbourg,

I have in my possession s st of money given by the resident Amer-
icansg in Paris for o like memorial in his native town in Michigan,

The coolness and fortitudo displayed by our crow and the precision
of the firing wero remarkable, One was almost compelled to regard
their conduct as that witnessed at the ordinary turget practice. In the
hour of victory they were generous, rofraining from exultation in the
presence of the captives and bestowing upon them every attention
necessary for their comfort, I send by mail a pamphlet descriptive of
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the engagement, written by Mr, Edge, an Englishman, It is the best
account yet published, being composed from data furnished by the
officers of the Kearsarge, although o few inaccuracies exist,
Captain ‘Winslow desires me to present his rogards.
I remain, dear sir, very truly, yours, ‘
SR , ‘ JOHN M. BROWNE,
Surgeon W. WHELAN, ,
Ohief of Bureau of Medioine and Surgery, Washington, D, 0O,

1

chott of Captain Winslow, U, 8, Navy, commanding U, 8, B, Kearsarge, regarding the death
- of William Gowin, seaman, of that vessel, v

U, 8. 8, KEARBARGE,
. . Oherbourg, France, July 5, 1864,
S81r: I have the honor to enclose the certificate of death of William
Gowin, one of the wounded in the late action of this ship with the
Alabama, Ie was a brave and gallant sailor, and by his ¢heerfulness
when suffering under a most exeruciating wound afforded a wmost
encouraging example, : ; . ‘
When the cheer was heard on the surrender of the Alabama he
insisted that the doctor should go up and join, saying he would be will-
“ing to bear u dozen such wounds to hear that cheeor, ‘
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ¥
JNO., A, WiNsLOW,
‘ Oaptain,
“Hon, G1bEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Oaptain Winslow, U, 8. Navy, commanding U, 8, 8, Kearsargo, transmitting list of
yaroled prisoners from the 0, 8. 8, Alabm{m.

U, 8. 8, KBARBARGE,
: Oherbourg, Franoe, July &, 1864,

Sir: 1 have the honor to enclose herewith o list comprising the
names of ‘prisoners from [the] Alabamae landed at Oherbourg under
parole not to serve against the United States. :

The Alabama brought into Cherbourg & crew of 149 in number, all
told,

It is supposed that nvhe recoived an addition, as soveral oflficers and
othors were arrested by the police of Cherbourg endeavoring to evade
the Inws by joining her, - -

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Jno. A, WINsLOw,
Japtain,
Hon, G1pEoN WELLES, ,
Seoretary of the Navy,

{Enoclasures.)

U, 8. 8. KBEARSARGE,
; . Port of Oherbourg, France, June 19, 1864.
We, the genmen and othors lately bolonging to the stenmer Alabama,
and captured in the action between that vessel and the U, 8, 8, Kear- -
sarge off this port on the 10th day of June, 1864, now prisoners of war,

-
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do Weteby solemnly pled gt our saured wotd of lionor not to engige in
griis. against or ofliorigise ciiipioy ouvkelves agailist tho iitérest of the
Government of the United Stated of Aierich nutil wo slidll be regli-
larly exchanged, . . LT T S

_ [Si{)nafturei;; —William Olarke, seaniany Wm:. MéKen#zié, coxwain;
Jas, Brotleriek, coxawalit; Wm, Fonestall, quartermaster; Jno. Emery,
_ordinary Lseammi& W, Wilson, coxswain; Edwd, Rﬁwé’é,&ii}j&‘ét‘é&‘,'&;é
arms;j Henty Tusker; offivers’ cook; David Leggett; sedmiin; IJno, Rus-
gell, seaman; Frank Ounian, first-class fireman; lien'x'y Godson, ordi-
nary seaman Samuel Henry, 3eum;mi ‘Jno, Horrigan, flrst-class fireman
Edgar Tripp,ordinary seaman A;Da.vi( ‘Williams, ordinary seaman; Rich-
 drll Parkig6n, officerd steward; Wrn, Bariés; qiniter gininer; Gieo: Fiee-
mantle, (‘uartermast'ét; Thos, Brandon, ordinary seaman; Henry Hes-
take, ordinary seamans Thos: Watson, ordinary seaman; Jno, Johnson,
‘ordinary seaman; John Smith, seaman; Houry McCoy, sgaman; Thos,
Parker, boy ; Jas,Ochure, seaman ; Edyd, Buprell, seaman ; James Higgs,
SEAMAN ;. Patk, Bridley, fireman; Mateh .udick, ordinary seaman;
William Miller, ordinary seaman; Jno, Benson, coal heaver; Joseph
Buison, coal heaver; James Maguire, coal heaver; Jno, Oasen, seaman;
~ Heénry Higgin, seaman; Frank Hammas, seaman; Nicholas Adamy,

lnadsmpn; (Ij&ﬂ(}hwl ‘Shields, geaman; Peter Laperty, second.-cluss fire-
man; Geo, Jonroy, ordinary seaman; David Thurston, seaman; Richd.
Evans,ordinary seamin ; Thos, Potter, sepond.clags fireman; John Wil-
sony boy;. Jas., Olemens, yeoman; Geo, Peasey, scaman; Jolin Riley,
fireman; Henry Yutes, seaman; James Wilson, boy. ~

In presence of J. Adums Smithi, paymaster, U, 8. Navy; Juo. M,
Browno, surgeon, U, 8. Navy. . :

U, 8, 8. KEARBARGE,
- Poré of Cherboury, France, June 19, 1864,

We, the wounded prisoners of war, Inty seamen and others oh boakd
the Alabama, captured in the action offt Cherbourg by the U. 8. 8,
- Kearsarge on the 19th of Juné, 1864, do solemnly affirm upon our sacred
word of honor tlint wo will not éhr arms against or otherwise operate
agninat the interest of the Governnient of the United Btates in uny

‘manner whatsosver until we shall have been regularly exchanged
Names—Thos, (his x mark) Winter, second-class fireman; Jacob
(his x mark) Verbor, seaman; Jno, (his x mark) Neat; seamunin; Robt,
(his x mark) Wright, captain maintop; Wm, (his x mark) McGinley,
coxswainy Willlam (his x mark) Maguire, captain foretop; Martin
}his x mark) King, first-class firoman; Samuel (lilg x mark) Willinms,
irst-class firemany Poter (his x mark) Hughes, boatswain’s mate;

Robt, (his'x mark) Devine; ordhiary senman,

Witnesses—dJ, Adums 8mith, paymaster; Jno. M, Browno, surgeon,

saz

‘Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to Oaptain Winslow, U, 8, Navy, commanding U, 8, 6,
Kearsarge, sxprossing the thanks of the Dopartment to the officers and orew of that vesssl,

‘ R NAvY DEPARECMENT, July 6, 1864,

Stir: Your véry briof dispiitslies of tlie 10th and 20th ultimo, inform.
ing the Department that the piratieal craft Alabama, or 290, had béen
sank on tho 19th June, near unietidiang by the Keardarge, under younr
command,; were this day received, l"con’gratulaw you on your good for-
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biille iri fiieating the Aldbamé,; which had solohg ulgided tﬁ?‘fa‘s‘tb‘sﬂiﬂni 8
diitl Sohd of thé most: vighdiit A hitelligent oMcdis of the eryicy;
and fo’l"ﬂ’\'db'itbility displayed i the dontest yon hive the thaiiks of the
Departinent, o e

You will' plenss express to the officery dnd ovotw Gf tHe Kéurddrge the
satisfaction of the Government at this vietory o%‘l‘“i’p’ vEgsel stipjerior i
tonnage, superior in the number of guus, and siljjerior 1l the fumber
of her crew. The battls Wals so brief, the victory so decisive, and the
compaiative résilts do striking that the country will be reminded of
the brilliant actions of our infant Navy, wiich lave Been' fopatéd ahd
illustrated in thi¥ engagemers,. ‘ - S

The Alabama represented the best maritime effort of the most skilled
English workshops., Her battery was composed of the well-tried 32- -
pounders of 67 huudreglweig}ht,;ot‘ tho 68-pounder of the British navy,
dnd of theoiily siicdesifl ri gé%}ioﬁ{ﬁdmli er, yet ‘Prddjib‘é'ﬂf in Bhglaiid.
The crew wete gelierally recruited i Great Britain, and many of them
rﬁcéi}}ed; superior . training on board her -Majesty’s gunnery ship the
] @'Q eﬁt‘a.;- VA gt e i i .H.*' gk RN e S & e

‘Thie Kearsdrge s ohis of the ikt gunboaty built at ok Hayy yardsat
the commelicement of the rebellion, and lncks the improvements, of
vessols now under constriction, Tho principal guns composing, her
battery Iiad never bieen previously tried i an exclusively naval engage-
maiity yet in one hour you ét&@ﬂ@@d@(\ﬁl\»?!,'.tkipe.«; your antagonist, thus
fitly ending lier predatory career, angl ,kri,éqm@my of Jior crew, without
injuty fo tho Kearsdrge or, the Toss of w singld lifq,@r\i;ywr vessel, ..
D éQitgfl'yli\ei; have redson to he satistled that in thig, as {“:eyqf:y.
nival ‘:'x,'(‘stti;qxviwqf‘ this uphappy war, neither the ships, the guns, nor the
crews have deturiotated, but that they maintain ﬁgb ability and con-
tite thie renown which hiave ever adorned our naval annals, .~

The Diesident lias signified Lis intention to recommend that y?g
receivo i vote of thanks, in order tliat you ihay Lo gg]%;n'cggl; to the
grade of commodore, Lieutonant-Oommgider James 8. Thornton, the
execeutive officet of the Kearsarge, will be recommended to the Senate
for advancement ten numbers in his grade, and you will report to the
Department the names of any othersof the offleers or crow whose good
conduct on tho oceasion ontitles them to especial meiition,

Very respectfully, ete,,

GInRON WERLLES,
: b bbiess & garn i Seoretary of the Navy.
Captiin JOHN A, WINSLOW,

Commanding U. 8, 8. Kearsarge, Cherbourg, France,

Lottér from the Becretary of the Nayy to Capthin Winslow, U. 8, Navy, commanding U, 8, ¥,
Kearsarge, requesting supplemental report of the engagomeut of June 19,

- NAVY DepAltidiNT, Jily 7, 1804,
Sr: T oriclodt Tidréwith extriiéts* fom regiilations renpecting the
duties of a?ixs'mm‘;glihg officéis, and suggest tho Importanes of your s Tk-_
ing o dappléiéntal ioport of hwﬁ‘i“ﬁ*ib‘}f-‘"?fﬁ the I{q&rsaégéﬂm «i lio
Alabanta, bribrading points iientioned In the oxtract, It is to bé
régrﬁﬁt&f tliatyour réports of an tction of 8o muoh jnterést and fmpor-
tance to the downtry shottlil ot have bebn thore in (.«}'taj), JFull reports
of al “tliﬂ;(’sii'(;il'n‘)_étxitméé Wwol(ld havé beeli more gratifying to your coun.
teymen and to the Depurtindiit, S o

s

)

*Nob found‘
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- I would also remind you that no muster roll of the Kearsarge has
been receiyed at the Department since the departure of the vessel from
the United States, It is especially important now, in anticipation of
legislation by Oongress, that the Department should be in possession
of a complete muster roll of the Kearsarge at the time of her engage-
ment with the Alabama,
Very respectfully, ete., o _
: , : GIDEON WELLES
o , Seorctary of the Navy.
Captain JNo. A, WINALOW, : o
Oommanding U, 8. S. Kearsarge, Oherbourg, Franco.

Order of the Biiretary of the Navy to Oaptain Wiiulow, U, 8. Navy, commanding U, 8, 8,
Koarsarge, to forward to the Department muster roll of that vessel. :

| NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 8, 1864,
Sir: The Department will recommend to Oongress to appropriate for
distribution on board the Kearsarge the value of the Alabama, and you
will please send a muster roll of your ship and all the information you
‘can obtain as to the armament of the Alabamae and her complement of
officers and men, o o ‘
You do not inform the Department of the circumstances under which
the yacht Deerhound was permitted to act as a tender to the Alabama
and carry off, under your guns, the pirate captain and his first lieuten-
ant and many of his crew, I notice by the last mail from England that
it is reported you have paroled the foreign pirates captured on board
the Alabama. I trust you have not committed this error of judgment.
They should be held at every sacriflce, and either sent home in the St
Louis or brought here by yourself.
Very respectfully, oto,,
GiroN WrLLEs o
Seerctary of the N. avy.
Captain JonN A, WINSLOW,
Commanding U, S. 8. Kearsarge, Cherbowryg, France,

‘

Latter from the Becretary of the Nav'y to Captain Winslow, W, 8, Navy, commanding U, 8, 8,
Eearsaryge, regarding his action in the matter of the survivors from the C, 8. 8, Alebama,

NAvy Drvawvrsene, July 12, 1864,

Sir: Your dispateh of the 21st ultimo is received, stating your eftorts
to save the lives of the survivors of the Alabama after the battle of the
19th of June, and after thoe formal surrender and destruction of that
vessel, Your efforts in the cause of humanity in striving to rescuo
these men, most of them aliens, who have, under their ignoble leader,
himself a desertor from our service and o traitor to our flag, beon for
nearly two yoars making })imticu.l war on unarmed merchantmen, are
rightly appreciated, 1t is to bo regretted that the confidence and

enerous sympathy which you exercised, and which would actuate all

onorable minds ander similar circums{unces, should have been so
requited and abused by the persons on board the Deerhound, an English
vesgel of the Royal Yacht Squadron, That the wretched commander
of the sunken corsair should‘imv‘e resorted to any dishonorable means
to escape after his surrender; that he should have thrown overboard
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®

‘the sword that was no longer his; that before ehcountering an armeéd

antagonist the mércenary rover should have removed the chronometers
and other plunder stolen from peaceful commerce, are not matters of
surprise, for each act i3 charactoristic of one who hag been false to his
country and flag. You could not have expected, however, that gentle.
men, or those claiming to be %entlemeu',' would on such an occasion act
in bad faith, and that having beon called upon or permitted to assist in
resouing persons or property which had been surrendered to you, would
run away with either, "It is now evident that your confidence in the

Deerhound and the persons connected with her was misplaced, The

Department commends your efforts to save the lives of drowning men,
although they had been engaged in robbing and destroying the property -
of those who had never injured them, -~ ..
In pavoling the prisotrers, however, you committed a grave error, . The
Alabamae was an English-built vessel, armed and manned by English-
men; hag never had any other than an English register; has never
sailed under any recognized national flag since she 1 ,fbjthe ghores of
England; lias never visited any port of North America, and her career
of devastation since she went forth from England is one that does not
entitle those of her crew who wero captured to be paroled. - This Depart-

ment expressly disavows that act. Extreme caution must be exercised

that we in no way change the character of this English-built and
HEnglish-manned, if not English-owned, vessel, or relieve those who may
be implicated in sending forth this robber upon the seas from any
responsibilty to which they may be liable for the outrages she has
committed. o : , :
Very respectfully, ote., o ;
GipEON WELLES,
; o o Seoretary of Navy.
Captain JNo. A, WinsLow, U, 8. Navy, '
Oommanding U. 8. 8. Kearsarge, Oherbourg, France.

Roport of Captain Winslow, U, 8, Navy, commanding' U, 8, 8, Kearsarge, of the of

Tleutanasit Josoph D, Wilson, 0. 8, Navy, and u‘a‘mitung sommunlogtions on thmbj%

U, 8. 8, KHRARSARGR,

. Of Dover, July 15, 1864,
, Srr: I have the honor to enclose herewith copies of two communica-
bions, - L I N :
"~ Onreceiptof the letter of Mr, Adams, and deeming the circumstances
warranted it, I pavoled Mr, Wilson, handing to him the note, o copy of

which is forwarded, ‘ ; '
I am, very respeotfully, your obediont sorvant,
JNO. A, WINSLOW,
‘ Oaptain,
Ion, GIDEON WRLLES,
Secyetary of the Navy, Washington, D, O, |
Kol . : o .

| et yonnoN, July 13, 1664,
My DrAr Sir: Mr, Wilson, ono of the persons taken at the time of
the action with the Alebama, and now a prisoner on parole in your ship,

has called to see mo to ask a word from me to you in favor of giving
him his liberty on parole. ; SRR
I decline to assume any authority with you in regm'd to the disposi-
tion you think propor to make of your prisoners, At the same time, I
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xeamn m pwsfa mat this youn, 8’? tl wan hpsacted hon rab
g&m “ﬁ s lijs oblig m themf?mﬁ (imu
gx;g p g ;gger eque no ;n xe 9;;& treptment in returu
g}x ne who.d & o) &rd gerve.
ncter ese ,c gmaéaxm% O ymar mdzment*thi.s opse, for any
10 Lp,egaon ATy 9 thor .good canse, j,one in
fvo wn !? ake gu excoption, having o relignee on the | %mmr of
p mdi ualy that he will take no improper advantage of it, I will
NOry ¢ eeuu ly conenr. in your apinjon and upprow your pat.
- Lpmy vory truly, yours,
0. F. ADAMS.

 [Envey Eatraordinary and Mmstcr lei}}otmmqr,j,} ,
[Oaptain JNo. A, WINSLOW,
* Gommmdmg U. 8.8 Kefmargﬂ, COherbouryg, Framqe.]

[Endorsement.]

Notify General Butler of this, .
- , ‘ [WeLLES.]

U S ‘8. Knmsm(m
ﬂ" Dover, July 14, 1864,

’,P,he q;md,qgt of JQBeph D, Wilson, late he itenant on bo;x the Ala
h@,sbman 80 hg or;;;lue,h ?rat,?u Ipreese}x}\;w jhi??q on'| ggfd] ‘the
rsarge. and surrendering himself when it was in wer.to huve
g(fge’gg boa}(l h?gI)eerhound and’ anined his libertv in th%%ishoporable
manner Which others had taken, and again, in h{g repudiamon of the
means pursged by those who obtained their liberty in” this way, and
his .depor; m;mt Ej le a prisoner having been of the same honorable
standard, at the instance of Mr. Ada 8, minister of .the United States
at the court of 8t. Jamey, [ have parol ed the said Wilson, and feeling
a full confidence and’ tmsb in his word :md honor, I recominend that all
‘priviloges which ean be given a prisoner of war sliould be oxtended to
him, believing fully he will never violate any obligation which he
Pledges himself to fulfll,
JNo. A. WINSLOW,
' Oaplain,
{Lieutenant J. D, *WILSON, 0. 8. Navy.]

pove—

Mo! fapiain WM% V.8 Haguwmmwmmﬂ 8. B. earsarge, forperding mustor

U. 8. 8. KKARSARGE,
Bnglish Ohaunel, July 29, 1664,

Sir: I havedho -honor to enclose herewith the muster roll of the
Kearsarge, comprising the names of the officers and crew at the time of
the action with-the Alabama,

The letter of the Department states that nomuster roll, ()f thig vessel
hag been received since her departuye from the United States. Iwould
beg Jeave to l?y that o regular quarterly pay and muster roll has been
{ngn;dgd to the Fourth Audit{qr at the end of pach qcugwbev, and amus-
t@r 1;0,\1 Was, diﬁpat;oheﬁ immerl atcs tullowin Y the adtion, ;

pry regpectfully, your ol anb serv;mt
. NO A, WinsLow,
Oaﬁtain

KON WELL
Hm&w taw;1r of the Igﬁfy, Vashmgtou, D. 0.



OPRHATIONS 0% THE CRUISERSL-UNION. 7

| Eholddlire;)
Muater voll of officers and oraw of U. 8. 8. Kearsarge, June 19; 1864, in engagement with
. . . Illabamdn
OFFICERS,
John A, Winslow, captuin, Jo Adams Sniith, jinymaster, -
Jomes - 8, 'Thornton, leutenant-com- ‘Willtam I% Qushman, chief englneer,
BHdey, L ‘Willlsin H, B, sboond deslataht en-
Jumes R, Wheeler, acting niuster, gineer, ,
Eben M. Stoddard, suting master, Fred, L, Millor, third nesistant engineer,
David H, Bumner, acting master, Henry MoConnell, third assistant engl-
Charles H., .Dunforth, acting master's | mneer, i A e
mate, TR Stdpoy L, ai'llﬁith;’thli‘dfgsalﬁtﬁﬁtcn'ghi"d(a‘i“.
Ezra Bartlott, notiug nistérd mate, Jaities O, Waltti; Bostawain, .
William H., Yeaton, noting master’s mate, | Franklin'A, Graham, gunner,
Edward B, Préblé,midshipmsan, © | Soth K, Hartwell, captain’s clerk,
JohivM; Brownb, surgeon; ~

[Oftivers, 19} oreW, 144].

Report of Captain Winslow, U, 8, Xavy, comm U, 8, 8, Kearsa ving the crew and
o ¥ T ey or, o 0. 8. Alabatm % BIViog the erow and
,  English Ohannoly:July 30,1864

Sir: The dispatoli of the Deépartment of the 8th instant, calling:for
information of the Alabuma’s armament and complement of officers and!
men, and also of the'proceedings of the Deerhdund, has beern recdivéd.

I haye the honor to inform'the Department; thiut, decording. to & emo-
randum -handed to me by American captaing who were prisonérs'in the'
Alabama, that she darriéd: into'Gherbourg a orew (officers antl men) of
either 147 or 149; but what number joined' her thieré' I' liave o' meéans:
of uscerta»inin?. Several porsons wer'd prevented by the policé at Ohér-
bourg from gohiig.on board, but it uppears that Mr. Sinclair (lietiteuant)’
was one of those whio'sticegeded in joining her. ; L ,

The rebel officers stato their crow (officers ad méon) to' have' been
about 160, I have no means of either falsifying or verifying thise
statements, but the American captainy-who were prisonors réport that
13 men had been-left at one port, and 4 at another, before the arrival’of
the vessel at (")horbmzrg) aid her complement, therefore; when filled,
was about 170°all told: The statcthentof some -of the prikoners is thut
o number of men ¢came on board at Clierbourg, sid the uniglit bfore
the action that boats were going to snd from the Alabwia to the Deér-
houndy, and in the morning: of the svtion thoy suw strange miei’ who'
were made captains of guns, who were supposed to Ve navaliréyerve:
men, brought in-tlie Deerkound..

In my dispatch of the 19th ulthmo ¥ informied’ the Depirtmént thit'
the battery of tho Alabama consisted of one 100-poundér rified' pivos;
one heavy 08-pounder (9,000 pounds); and six 32-pounder guis. ,

My dispatoh of the $1st ultime informed the Departmeéilt of the pro-
ceedings of the Deerkound yacht, her gradual edging to'leoward, lead!
ing us to supposo she was seeking men who were drifting iii thie'current;
and then- teking.tdvantage of thie hary weather to nvake off whillg'olr
boats were ont, busy in rescuing the larger parf of the prisoners, who
wore struggling in the water, : '
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It was my mistake at the moment that 1 could not recognize an
enemy who, under the garb of p-vithd, was affording nssistance,
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNo. A, WINSLOW,
Caplain,
Hon, GIDEON WRLLES, 4 v
Seoretary of the Navy, Washington, ), 0.
P, 8.-—[100-pounder above mentioned| since found to be u 110-pounder,

Report of Captain Winslow, U, 8, Navy, commanding U, 8, 8, Kearsarge, glving his reasons
for paroling the prisoners from the C, 8, 8. Alabama,

U, 8. 8, KEARSARGE,
English Channel, July 30, 1864,

Sir: The latter part of the dispateh of the Department of the 8th
instant refers to the parole ot the prisoners in these words: .

It is reported you have paroled thoe foroign pivates eapbured on hoard the Alg-
bama, Itrust you huve not commiitted this orror ot judgmont, ‘hey shiould bho held
at every sncrifico, und ¢ither sont home in the St. Louis or brought hore by yourself,

Ibeg the Department will consider the circumstances in which this
vessel was placed at the termination of the action with the Alabuma.
The berth deck, contracted as it is, with insufficient stowage for our
own men, was covered with bedding of the wounded; the quarter-deck
was similarly crowded, and the forward part of the ship on the spar
deck wasg filled with prisoners under guard. The ship was damaged
both in rigging and hull; o shot had entered the sternpost, raising the
transom frame.-and binding the rudder so hard as to require four men
at the helm, - It was therefore important that an examination should be
made of the damages sustained, On our arvival ot Oherbourg I received
tiinformation from our consul at London that the Florida was in the chan-
nel on the French coast, and at the same time information came that
the Yeddo was out, and the Rappahannock wns expected to follow, and
in addition to this, that the St. Louis had sailed for Madeira, The Iear-
sarge had been acting alono and independently for thelast nine months,
and I was not aware that any of our eruisers had been ordered in the
[English] Channel. It beeame, therefore, to my mind, of the utmost
importance that the Kearsarge should at once be put in o state to meet
these vessels and protect our commerce,  This could not be done with
prisoners on board equaling the half' of our erew, and the room ocen-
pied by the wounded taken to the exclusion of onr own men; to have
kept them would have required a quarter wateh as guards, and tho
ship would have been wholly ineffective as a man.of-war to meet, this
emergency which threatened,

-+ Under these siveumstanedSyand-without an American vessel in port,
by which any arrangement could be made for transshipping the pris-
onors outside, I'felt it my duty to parole them, ;

A. report appeared In the papers that the prisouers were paroled con-
trary to My, Dayton’s instructions; this is ervoncous, Communication
was had with My, Dayton on the subject of' the officers, and after these
moen wero paroled, ‘

I have the honor to be, vory respeetfully, your obediont servant,

JNo, A, WinNsLow,

- Captain,

Hon, GIDEON WLLLES, : '

Seoretary of the Navy, Washington, D, 0.
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Supplementary report of Captain Wimiow, U 8, Navy, commanding U, §, 8, Kearsargo, of the
ongagement between that vessel and the 0, 8. 8. Alabama, ~ :

, ~ English Channel, July 80, 1864,

SIr: Inobedience to instructions of tlie Department I have the honor
to make the following supplementary repert of the action between the
Kearsarge and Alabama: On the morning of the 10th ultimo, the day
being fine, with o hazy atmosphere, wind moderate from the westward,
with little sea, the position of the Kearsarge at 10 o’clock was near the
buoy which marks the lino of shoals to the eastward of Cherbourg,
and distant about 3 miles from the eastern entrance, which bore to
the sonthward and westward, At 10:20 o'clock tho Alabame was
descried goming out of the western entrance, accompanied by the Qou-
ronie (ironelad), - 1 hiad, in an‘interview with the admiral at Cherbourg,
“assured him that in the event of an action occurring with the Alabama
the position of the shipg should be so far offshore that no question
ccould ho advanced about the line of jurisdiction, Accordingly, to
perfect this object, and with the double purpose of drawing the Ala-
bama o far offshore that if disabled she could not return, I directed
the ship’s head scaward; and cleaved for action with the battery piv-
oted to starboard. Having attained a point about 7 miles from the
shore, the head of the Kewrsarge was turned short round and the ship
steered directly for the Alabama, my purpose being to run her down,
or, if circumstances did not warrant it, to close in with her, Hardly
had the Kearsarge come round bofore the Alabama sheered, presented
her starboard battery, and slowed her engines,  On approaching her,

at long range of about a mile, she opened her full broadside, the shot

cutting some of onr rigging and going over and alongside of us.  Imme-
diately I ordered more speed, but in two minutes the Alabamae had
loaded and again fired another broadside, and following it with a third,
without damaging us except in vigging, Wo had now arrived within
about 900 yards of her, and I way apprehensive that another broad-
side, nenrly raking as it was, would prove disastrous, Accordingly, I
ordered tho Kearsarge sheered, and opened on the Alabama, The posi-
tion of the vossels was now broadside and broadside, bub it was soon
apparent that Captain Semmes did not seek close action, I became
then fearful, lest after someo fighting he would again make for the
shore. To defeat this, T determined to keep full speed on, and with a
port helm to run under the storn of tho Alabame and rake, if he did not
prevent it by sheering and keoping his broadside to us. e adopted
this mode as o preventive, and as a consequence the Alabama was
forced with a full head of steam into a circular track during the
engagomoent, L

The oftect of this maneuver was such that at tho last of tho action,
when the Alabama would have made offy she was near 5 miles from the
shore, and had tho action continued from tho first in parallel lines, with
hor head inshore, the line of jurisdiction would no doubt have boen
reached, The fiving of the Alabame from the firgt was rapid and wild,
Toward the closo of the action her firing beeameo better, - Our men, who
had beon cautioned against rapid firing without direct aim, wore much
moro deliberate, and the instructions given to point the heavy guns,
below rather than above the water line and clear the deck with the
lighter ones was fully obgerved, I had endoavored with a port heln to
cloge in with the Alalama, but it was not until just before the close of the
action that wo wove in position to use grape, - This was avoided, how-
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ever, by her surrender. The effect of the training of our m@pwt&ﬁevi-
dent. "Nearly every shot from our guns was telling fearfully on the
Alabama, and on the seventh rotation on the circular track she winded,
setting fore-trysail and two jibs, with head inshore. Her speed was
now rg arded, and, by winding, lier port broadside was presented to us,
with only two guns bearing, not having been able, as I learned after-
wards, to shift over but one. 1 saw now that she was at our merocy, and
a few-more guns, well directed, brought'down her flag. I was unable
to ascertain whether they had been hauled down or shot away, but.a
white flag having been displaycd over the stern, our fire was reserved.
Two mimites had not more than elapsed before she again opened on us
with the two guns on the port gide. This drew our fire again, and the
Kearsarge was immediately steamed ahead, and laid across her bows
for raking. The white flag was still flying, and our fire was again
reserved., Shortly after this her boats were seen to be lowering, and
"an officer in one of them came alongside and inforined us that the ship
had surrendered and was fast sinking, Intwentyminutes from thistime
the Alabama went down, her mainmast, which had been shot, breaking
near the head as she sank, and her bow rising high out of the water as
her stern rapidly settled. ,

The fire of the Alabama,although it is stated that she discharged 370.
or more shell and shot, was not of serious damage to the Kearsarge.
Some thirteen or fourteen of these had taken cftect in and about the
hull, and sixteen or seventeen about the masts and rigging. The cas-
ualties were smsall, only three persons having been wounded; yet it is
a matter ot surprise that so few were injured, considering the number
of projectiles that came aboard. Two shot passed through the ports in
which the 32’s were placed, with men thickly stationed around them,
one taking effect 1n the hammoek netting and the other going through
the port on the opposite side; yet no one was hit, the captain of one of"
the guus being only knocked down by tlie wind of the shot, as supposed.
The fire of the Kearsarge, although only 173 projectiles had been dis-
charged, according to the prisoners’ accounts was terrific. One shot
alone had killed and wounded eighteen men and disabled the gun;
another had entered the coal bunkers, exploding, and completely
blocked up the engine room, and Captain Semmes states that shot and
shell had taken effect in the sides of the vessel, tearing large holes by
explosion, and his men were everywhere knocked down.

Of the casualties in the Alabama no correct account can be given,
One hundred and fifteen persons reached the shore, either in Bngland
or France, after the action. It is known that the Alabama carried a
crew (offieers and men) of about 150 into Cherbourg, and that while in
the Southern Ocean her complement was about 170; but desertions
had reduced this complement. The prisoners state that a number of
men came on board at' Cherbourg, and the night before the action boats
were going to and fro, and in the morning strangeé men were seen who
were stationed as captains of the guns,  Among these there was one
lieutenant (Sinclair), who joined her in Cherbourg. o

The Alabama had been five days in preparation; she had {aken in
3560 tons of coal, which brought her down in the water, The Kearsarge

-had only 120 tons in, but as ap offset to this, her sheet chains were
stowed outside—stopped up and down as an additional preventive and
protection te her more empty bunkers. The number of thecrew of the
Kearsarge, including officers and sick jnen, was 163 and her battery

numbered seven guns—two 11-inch and one 30-pounder rifle, and four
light 32-pounder guns,
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The battery of the Alabama numbered eight guns—one heavy 68,
of 9,000 pounds, ono 110-pournider rifle, and six heavy 32-pounder guns.
In the engagement the Algbama fought seven guns and the Kearsarge
five, both exercising her starboard battery until the Alabama winded,
using then her port side with one gun, and another shifted over.

The collateral events connected with this action have already been
laid before the Department. I enclose a diagram, showing the track
which was described during the engagement, by the rotary course of
the vessels. - ' ; . ‘

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. A, WINSLOW,

: Captain,
HHon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D). C.

Report of Captain Winslow, U, 8. Navy, commanding U, B.. 8. Kearsarge, commending the
conduot of certain officers of that vessel. )

' U. S. 8. KEARSARGHE,
English Channel, July 30, 1864,

S1rR: The Department having given ingtrictions by letter of the 7th
instant to report in cases of officers or men who, for conduct in the
action of the Kearsarge and Alabama, were deserving of special men-
tion, I beg leave to reply that in the report of the executive officer,
which was fully endorsed by me, immediate attention was devoted to
this subject, and the names of such officers and men were indicated as
were deserving of merit by special mention.

The divisions commanded by Acting Masters James R. Wheeler,
Ilben, M, Stoddard, and David II. Sumner were all well served, the
officers in command setting an example of coolness and zeal worthy of -
commendation. And I beg to refer particularly to the services of Acting
Master James R. Wheeler, who, in connection with the action, has been
otherwise active in command of the Annette, and on other duty in the
[English] Channel during the past severe winter; and his efficiency as
an officer being of the highest standard, I deem a spécial mention in
his case should be made. , ,

I would also refer again to Acting Master’s Mates Charles IT, Danforth
and Bzra Bartlett. Both of these gentlemen, for services rendered in
the action, for ability, and for unexceptional good conduet during the
cruise are deserving of reward. ; , ;

T have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. A. WINSLOW,
Captain.,
Hon, GinnoN WELLES
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. 0.

Report of commandant navy yard, Boston, regarding the sternpost of U, 8. 8, Kearsarge.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, U. 8, NAVY YARD,
Boston, January 28, 1865,

S1rR: Understanding from Captain Winslow that the President desired
the shell from the sternpost of the Kearsarge, I have had the sternpost

N W R—VOL III 6
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sawed off and the piece containing the shell has been bo*zed up and
seut by the Supply to Norfolk, with a request to the commandant of the
station that he would 101'w.u'd the box to you at the earliest oppor-
tunity.
1 am, respectfully, your obedient servant, e

S. . STRINGHAM,
; Commandant,
Hon, GIpEON WELLES, ;

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, C.

Lotter from late Acting Master Sumner, U, 8, Navy, U. 8. 8, Kearsarge, to the President ot the
United States, setting forth the neglect of the Government to reward the crew of that vessel.

FEBRUARY 23, 1865.

Sir: TFor nearly a year the Kearsarge alone wmtched thrce rebel
cruisers in the [Bnglish] Channel, and notwithstanding the enemies of
the country gave them every support, such was the watch kept that
not one of them could inflict any piracies. She relieved three or four
hundred American vessels, who took shelter for fear of the pirates, and
although taunted everywhere by remarks that the Alabamae would soon
use her up, yet quietly awaited, The Alabama at length came, and she

was sunk by her. The effect in Europe was astounding, and the country
rose in the estimation and fear of every enemy. Therebel Government,
however, rewarded their officers and men—promoted their captain to-
admiral, promoted the second officer to commander, with- advancement
to others and double pay to the men. Well, what has our Government
done for the victors? Advanced the c'lptam a few numbers, cq]lmg
him commodore; advanced the second officer a few nwnbers, with
nothing given to the other men and officers; and now the amount due
them as prize money, according to the Jaw of the land ever since we
had a navy, is not appropriated. Had the crew been on blockade duty
and filled their pockets, as those have done with no ﬁghtmg, some
excuso mightbe alleged; but they have never had a cent, Sailors have
no friends; politicians get for relatives for doing nothing all the rewards,
but those who serve the country faithfully go to the wall. Truly this
may be called for the Government a small-potato business.

Respectfully,
D. H. SUMNER,
Late Acting Master in the Kearsarge.

The PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.
[ Endorsement.]

D. H, Sumner late acting master on board the Kearsarge, asks that
something be done in the way of a reward to the men and officers on
that ship for the destruction of the Alabama.

Respectfully referred by the President to the honorable the Secre-
tary of the Navy,

JNo. G, NICOLAY,
Private Secretary.
FEBRUARY 23, 1865.
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Report of Commander Preble, U. 8. Navy, commandmg U. 8. ship St.
Louis, of change of plans in vicw of the destruction of the O. S, S.
Alabama.

- U. 8. SLoor oF WAR St. Louls,
Gadzz, Spain, J une 21, 1864.

Str: We arrived here froin ’_l.‘:mgler on Friday, the 17 th 3 were quar-
antined,and therefore unable to receive stores on i)owrd until yesterday.
We would have sailed to- day noon for Cherbourg but for the annexed
telegram from Captain Winslow, revoking his previous or der,
I shall now sail for the islands on the eruise L had previously intended.
Very respecttully, your obedient servmlt
GEo, HENRY PmmLL,
‘ 6'01)&’”&((72(16’ U. S. Navy.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, :
Seeretary of the Navy, Washington, 1. C.
[ Enclosuro. —*l'elegram.}
CHERBOURG, June 20 [1864).
Keep St. Louis on station.  Alabamae destroyed.

WINSLOW,
Commander PREBLE,

Report of Acting Master Clark, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. ship
Onward, of the cruise o/ that vessel in Brazilian waters.

© U. S. Surp ONWARD,
Pernambuco, June 21 1864,

Str: I have the honor to make the 1ollowmg ‘report sinco my last
letter to you: Iremained in the port of Rio de Janeiro, by the order of
the American minister, eighteen days, until the Gracie was nearly ready
for sea, 1 then (,Nlle(l oft’ the port outside the jurisdiction of Brazil-
ian waters two days. The Gracie evaded us Uy towing to Cape Frio in
neutral waters, convoyed by an Lnghsh gunboat., We then returned
to port to make necessary repairs to our boats that had Dbeen injured
by the heavy seas running and by the tugboat that had been sent to
communicate with us by the American minister and consul, 'We then
cruised to the northiward twenty days and touched at Bahia to water
ship and communicate with the consul and Wachusett; then cruised
along the coast to the northw ard, looking in at Maroine &Maroun] and
this port to send amail and receive information which will be our guide
for future movements.

I am sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W, H., CLARK,
Acting Master, Commanding.
Hon, GIDIEON WELLES,
Secretary of tho NavJ, Washington, D. C.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Bell, U. S. Navy, commanding DPacific
Squadron, admsnu/ the continual presence of a United States eruwiser at
San Franeisco.

U, S. FLAGSHIP LANCASTER,
Callao, June 23, 1864

Sir: In a communication recently received from Commodore Poor :
commanding the U, 8, 8, Saranae, he informs me that on the 12th May,
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while lying at San Franeisco, he received information from the master
of a Dutch merchant ship that a suspicious vessel was cruising off the
port; that a pilot boat was scen to communicate, when both vessels
stood oft to seaward and disappeared. It was supposed she was a rebel
privateer and had captured the pilot boat. The Surande was soon
underway and stood to sea. She made a circuit of about 100 miles,
gpeaking and examining many vessels, and learning that the pilot boat
was safe, returned to her former anchorage, ‘ o

I think it advisable to have at all times a cruising vessel at anchor at
San Francisco for the purpose of going after suspicious vessels at a
short notice:  Although I donot apprehend that any ot the rebel ships
from the Atlantic will appear on this coast, yet it will prevent enter-
prises of this kind from being fitted out by disloyal persons and their
friends, of whom there are many on the Pacific, . o

As 1 consider it my duty toremain with the flagship at Callao at the
present crisis for the protection [of| large American interests, I feel
more than usual the necessity of a larger for¢e whenever the Depart-
ment can spare it from important operations elsewhere. ’

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours,
CurAs, H. BeLy,
Adeting Rear-Admiral, Commanding Pacific Squadron.

Hon, GIDEON WELLES, _
Secretary of the Nawvy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Commander Sanford, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. 8. Neptune,
of the arrival of that vessel at the Brooklyn Navy Yard.

U. 8. 8. NEPTUNE,
- Brooklyn Navy Yard, New York, Junc 24, 1864.
Sir: I have the honor to report my arrvival in this port last evening
at 8 p. m,, six days from Cape Haitien, with the U. S, 8. Neptune, under
orders of Acting Rear-Admiral J. L. Lardner, commanding the special
West India Squadron, , o
The vessel i8 sent to the United States for recalking, I would respect-
fully suggest to the Department that the upper works and decks be
surveyed, my experience teaching me to believe that they are not sufli-
ciently strong and properly kneed to sustain the battery, especially in
heavy weather, '
A few repairs and improvements are suggested for the engines,
Yery respeetfully, your obedient servant, ,
J. P. SANKroRrb,
Commander, U. 8. Navy.

Hon, GIDEON WELLES, ,
Seeretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
[ Endorsemont, |
Admiral Paulding has been directed to turn the Neptune over to
Admiral Gregory,
J. L[ENTHALL).
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Letter from the prqfet maritime at Oherbourg, France, to Oaptain Winsiow,
U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Kearsarge, requesting to know the.time
of departure of that vessel.

[Translation,]

I‘RFFEOTURE MARITIME OF THE IIRST ARRONDISSEMENT,
Oherboury, June 24, 1864,
OAPTAIN O]mrged with guardmg in this port the execution of the
laws of neutrality that the French Government has thought it a duty
to impose upon itselt between the ships of the belligerents, I have the
honor to beg that you will be so kind as to inform me of the time when,
your repairs having been finished, you will be ready to go to seca, in
conformity with article 4 of the instructions of Tebruary b, 1864, which
were communicated to you on your arrival.
Receive, captain, the assurance of my distinguished (onsule'rdtlon,
AT Durouy,
- Vice-Admiral, Prefet Marzt?mp

The CAPTAIN OF THE FEDERAL CORVETTE THE KEARSARGE,
Cherbourg.

-

~Report of Oaptain Winslow, U. S. Nmn/, commanding U. S. 8. Kearsarge,
giving information of the sailing g Jrom Bordeaux of supposed Confeder-
ate vessel Yeddo. s

U. S. S. KEARSARGE,
Cherbourg, France, June 25, 1864.
S1R: T have the honor to inform ¢he Department that on the (lestru(,
tion of the Alabama 1 tologx'aphcd Commander Preble, of the St Louis,
of the fact, and directing him to continue on his station.
1 onclo% herewith an extract announcing the sailing of the Yeddo
from Bordeaux for Amsterdam,
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. A, WINSLOW,

Captain,
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy y, Washington.

[Enclosuro.—Newspuper clipping.]

“The stcam vessel Yeddo,” says the Gironde, ¢ which has just been
constracted in the building yard of M, Arman,of this city (Bondeau\),
and which is. supposed to belong to the Oonfederute Government, left
the roadstead yesterday morning. She had made a trial tripon Monday
Iast, and completed her preparations on the following day. The Yeddo
measures 682 tons, and has a crew, entlre]y Irench, of sixty-five men.
She is commanded’ by Captain Pater, who is a native of France also,
and was for a long time master of vessels belongmg to Bordeaux, She
is freighted with different kinds of goods, and is dmputched by M.
Arman himself, through M. Oaussé, Bhlp broker. The Yeddo is bound
for Amsterdam ) butz everything concernmg her departure and the object
and aim of her voyage remained a profound mystery. To the laut
moment the freighters, officers, and scamen maintained an absolute
silence to all the questions put to them.”
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Reportof Capmm Steedman, U.S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Ticonderoga,
of the arrival of that vessel at Portland, Me.

U. 8. 8. TICONDEROGA,
Portland Harbor, Maine, June 26, 1864,

SIR: 1 have the honor to report my arrival here this afternoon from
a cruise to the eastward, having proceeded up the Bay of Fundy as far
as Bastport and on the eastern ‘coast of Nova Scotia as far as Halifax,
vm!tmg the several fishing banks frequented by our fishermen. Noth-
ing of interest occurred during the cruise.
I did not communicate at Halifax, but ran into the mouth of the har-
bor and mghted the shipping.
I am, sir, very 1espectfully, your obedient servqnt
, CHAS, bThED\IAN,
Captain.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

———————

Report of Commander Preble, U. S. Navy, commanding U, S. ship St.
Louis, of the arrival of that vessel at Funchal, Madeira.

U S. Sroor or WAR 81, Louis,
Madeira, June 27, 186‘4

Sir: I have the honor to report the arrival of the St. Louis in Fun-
chal Roads last night,  After o fine run from Cadiz of threo days we
were becalmed and baffled by the current for thirty hours within 5 miles
of the anchorage, and had the mortification of seeing his Majasty’s
French mail steamer Mindello, from Lisbon, pass us into the roads with
the news we had hoped to communicate of the destruction of the Ala-
bama by the Kearsarge. Thisis the thu‘d time this steamer has passed
us at sea and anticipated our arrival in port,

To-day noon a largebrig- ugguI side-wheel steamer, showing Enghsh'
. colors, her decks crowded with men, came from the westward to within
3 miles of the anchorage, and when ‘abeam of the St. Louis steamed oft
rapidly to the southward.,” It wasimpossible for us to weigh andoverhaul
her, as the wind was very light and from the southward and westward.
No such steamer was expected here and on shore her movements were
considered suspicious, and it was thought she was driven away by the
gight of our ship.

The Sacramento arrived here on the 20th and left on the 23d instant
for the coast of Iurope, in pursuit of the Alabama,

I intend remaining here until after the 4th of July, and to sail on
the 5th for the Azores.

I enclose a photostereograph which has portmlts of the Florida,
St. Louis, and blockade runner Julia, at anchor in these roads on the
28th of I'ebruary last.

Gontlemen here who were on board the Flaride confirm her having a
large gun, unmounted, on her deck, which her ofticers said they ¢ picked
up afloat.” ;

Very respectfu]ly, your obedient servant,
GEo. HENRY PREBLE,
Commander, U, 8. vay.
Hon GIDEON WELLES
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.
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Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U. 8. Navy, commanding West
- India Squadron, of the arrival at Oape Haitien of U. 8. S. Galatea.

FLAGSHIP POWHATAN, ,
~ Cape Haitien, June 27, 1864.
Sir: I have the nonor to report the arrival from New York to-day of
the U, 8. 8. Neptune | Galatea], Commander J. Guest.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. L, LARDNER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Indie Squadron.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES, |
Seeretary of the Navy.

Ovder of the Secretary of the Navy to Captain Taylor, U. S. Navy, com-
manding U. S. 8. Juniata, to proceed to duty in the West India
Squadron. ' ;

- NAVY DEPARIMENT, June 27, 1864.
Sir: Proceed with the U. S. 8. Juniata to the West Indies, and report
to Acting Rear-Admiral James I. Lardner for duty in the squadron
under his command. The coal depot of the West India Squadron is at

Cape IMaitien, at which point you may fall in with Acting Rear-Admiral

Lardner, or learn of his movements,

Very respectfully, ete.,

; : GIDEON WELLES,
; ~ Secretary of the Navy.
Captain WM. RoGERS TAYLOR, U. 8. Navy,
] Commanding U. 8. 8. Juniata, Philadelphia,

Letter from the Secretary of State to the Secretary of the Navy, transmit-
ting information from the U. 8. consul at\ Paris.

DEPARTMENT QF STATE,
, Washington, 'June 27, 1864,
Sir: In regard to the vessels now building in Fr‘aﬂc% for the service,
as it is supposed, of the rebels, I beg leave to transmit herewith for
your information an extract from a dispatch received'from the U, S,
consul at Paris,
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
WiLLiAm H, S KWARD,
; [Secretary of State.]
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, .
' Secretary of the. Navy.

{Enclosure—Extract.]

Confidential.] CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES,

, Paris, June 8, 1864,
- Smr: * * * If our Government means to prevent those vessels
entering the Confederate service it has got to make its determination
sensible on this side of the water promptly, and it was with extreme
pleasure that.I learned from one of your dispatches to Mr. Dayton,
received last evening, that one or two vessels of war were soon to be
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on their way to western Europe. They should be instructed to appear
in the different ports and disappear frequently. Their arrivals and
-~ departures will be telegraphed ; they awaken surmises and speculations;
spread the idea that we are alive and are anaval power. People forget
the names of the vessels that are announced, and with active, dashing
commanders two vessels would soon be multiplied, in the estimation of
the public, to twenty.. The moral effect of this—I think I do not exag-
gerate when I say it—would be worth more just now than anything Mr,
Dayton can say to the Xmperor’s ministers, whicli, be it what it may, is
sure never to see the publie eye, for nothing written in English, unless
it is, occasionally, a popular novel, ever reaches the French people.
* * * » * * *
Yours, very respectfully, ;
JOIN BIGELOW,
L o , U. 8. Consul,
Hon, Wn, . SEWARD,
[ Sceretary of State.|

Letter from the U. 8. minister to the Netherlands to Commodore Craven,
U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Niagara, regarding the stcam corvette
Yeddo.

UNITED STATES LEGATION,
‘ The Hague, June 27, 1864,
Sir: I am informed by Mr. Dayton, our minister at Paris, that the
corvette Yeddo, built for the rebels at Bordeaux, has been allowed to
leave that port for Amsterdam, being professedly sold to an Amsterdam
house.
She left on the 22d, but I have not yet heard of her arrival, and, while
I doubt her coming, Mr. Dayton seems to feel confident she will be soon
heard of at her port of destination. V
Should she coine, it is difficult to say what course things may take.
At any rate, I think in that event it may be found serviceable to have a
ship of war in these waters, ’
I am, with great respect, your most obedient servant,
. . JAMES 8, PIKE,
[U. 8. Minister to the Netherlands.)
COMMANDER OF THE U, 8. STEAM FRIGATE NIAGARA,
; Antiwerp.

Report of Captain Taylor, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. 8. Juniata, of
the receipt of orders for duty in the West India Squadron. |

U. 8. S. JUNIATA (Second Rate),
Philadelphia, Pa., June 28, 1864,
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your order,
dated 27th instant, directing me to proceed with the U. S, S. Juniata to
the West Indies, and to report to Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner for
duty under his command.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wnu., RoGERS TAYLOR,
o , Captain, U. 8. Navy.
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navu. Washington, D. 0.
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Report of Commodore Craven, U. S. Navy, commanding U, 8, S, quum,
of the arrival of that vessel at -Antwerp, Belgium, from cruise in scarch of
Confederate oruisers.

U, 8. 8. NIAGARA
Antwerp, Belgium, June 28, 16(‘1

SIR: I have the honor to inform you that the Niagara mlchored in
front of the city of Antwerp yesterday forenoon at 11 o’clock,

In obedience to your confidential instructions* of the 80th May I fol-
lowed the course indicated until reachmg the English Channel, and,
whenevel the weather would adinit of it, boarded or spoke all vcsaclv
appearing in sight, satlstymg myself of their character and seeking
information conccmmg all pirates, etc.

In but one instance could I obtain any information of the Florida,
which was the same previously received by the anntment—tlmt slie
left Bermuda on the 14th of May. This information was cbtained from
the schooner Empire, of and from Bermuda, eleven days out, bound to
New York, boarded on the 3d instant in latitude 390 49/ N., longitude
700 44/ w.

The greater part of our passage out was attended with tresh winds
and strong gales, which forced us over the ground, particularly that
part of it to the westward of longitude 459, which we had reached on
the 14th instant, mueh faster than desir able.

On the 25th mstanb 8 miles south of the Isle of Wight, I was boarded
by a chmme] pilot, who gave us the glorious news of the destruction
of the pirate Alabama by the Kearsarge. He also inforined mo that the
two rams built at Bordeaux had been sold, he believed, to some Dutch
merchants, and would soon sail for some pmt in Holland. This intel-
ligence prompted me to pu%h on for my port of destination. Since my
arrival here our consul, Mr, Crawford, has corroborated my pilot’s state-
ment, and says he is hourly expecting to hear of the arrival of one of
those rams at Amsterdam or Rotferdam,

Wlen oft Flushing the day before yesterday I requested our vice-
consul there, Mr. Hector, to announce by telegraph to our ministers at
Paris and '.l‘be Hague that I was then on my way up-to this city, and
yesterday I telegraphed to those gentlemen that I had arvived here
and would wait for information. T also wrote to Mr. Dayton by last
evening’s mail.  This afternoon I shall communicate in person with our
minister at Brussels.

In the meantime, sir, I am filling up our coal [bunkers] and making
every endeavor to be prcpared to move promptly in any direction where
my services may be required. -

The Rappahannock is said to be still at Calais, and ready forsea. We
have no vessel there to watch her movements,

The Kearsarge will leave Cherbourg to-morrow or next day and prob-
ably look in at Flushing.

b101u all appearances there will be ample work in these waters to
require the most vigilant attention of at least four of our fastest
steamers,

Writing in great haste for this evening’s mail, I am, sir, your obe-
dient servant,

Tios, T. CRAVEN,
Commodore, Commanding.
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Ncwy, Waslngton, D. C.

See p. 41.
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Report of Captain Walke, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. S. Sacramento,
of the arrival of that vessel at Lisbon, Portugal.

U. 8. 8. SACRAMENTO,
, Lisbon, June 28, 1864.
S1r: I have the honorto report the arrival of the Sacramento at this
port yesterday afternoon, four days from the island of Madeira. On
our way from Cape Town we touched at St. Paul de Loanda, Porto
Praya, Porto Grande, Santa Oruz, and Madeira for coal, repairs, and
intelligence of the enemys I shall proceed to Brest as soon as I can
fill up with coal. I left Cape Town six weeks after the Alabama, and
arrived here ten days or a fortnight after she arrived at Cherbourg.
I await your further orders. ,
‘I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. WALKE,
. Captain,
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.

Instructions from the Secretary of the Navy to Captain Taylor, U. 8. Navy,
commanding U. 8. 8. Juniata, regarding search for Confederate priva- .
teers while en route to join the West India Squadron.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 2, 1864.

Sir: On the way to the West India Squadron, in pursuance of the
orders of the 27th ultimo, you will touch at Bermuda. A recent tele-
gram reports the arrival of the rebel privateer Florida at that port.
Shcald you find her there you will take such steps as your judgment
may dictate to detain her there or to intercept her on her departure. I
enclose herswith a printed copy of the Queen’s proclamation of neu-
trality, which you will take care not to violate by any act of yours. I
also enclose & photograph of the Alabama and a description of the
Florida and Rappahannock. , , ;

Be vigilant to intercept and capture vessels engaged in the service
of the insurgents or in violating the blockade. Iinclosed are some
extracts from consular dispatches descriptive of vessels that are
suspected of being blockade runners. ,

For your guidance in searching and seizing vessels on the high seas,
1 enclose herewith a copy of the Department’s circular letter* of August
18,1862, , '

On arriving off or at Bermuda put yourself in communieation with
the U. 8. counsul there, C. M. Allen, esq.

Very respectfully, ete.,
GIDEON WELLES
, Secretary of l(fa.vy.
Captain WM, RoGERS TAYLOR,
Commanding U. 8."8, Juniata, Philadelphia.

Order of the Secretary of* the Navy to Commander Rodgers, U. S. Navy,
commanding U. 8. 8. Iroquots, to proceed to the coast of France and
* cruise for the protection of American commerce.
NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 2, 1864.

SIr: The instructions addressed to you on the 18th of May last are
hereby revoked.

*See Vol. 1, p. 417,
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As soon as the U, 8. 8, Iroquois is ready for sea, proceed with her to
the coast of France for the protection of the interests of the citizens
and commerce of the United States in that quarter. You will visit first
the port of Brest, and from that point communicate with the U, §. min-
ister at Paris, notifying him of your arrival and of the general object
of your presence. You will give the respect which his high position
demands to any of his suggestions as to the movements of your vessel,
having in view the welfare of our Government, and will keep him
advised of your movements, - e

These orders are not to bo regarded as restricting your cruising to
the coast of France on the Atlantic. The interests of our country and
the movements of rebel privateers may require your presence else-
where on the Atlantic coast of Europé, and you are therefore, in such
an event, authorized to exercise your discretion in the matter. ‘

You have already been provided with the Department’s circular
ingtructions respecting the searching and seizure of vessels on the high
seas, which you will carefully observe. 1 enclose a printed copy of the
neutrality proclamation of her Majesty the Queen of England, which
is to be regarded should you have occasion to visit any English port.

Keep the Department advised of your proceedings and movements
and how dispatches or other mail matter should be directed so as to
reach you, Until otherwise requested they wili be sent to Brest, care
of the U. S, consul,

Very respectfully, ete.,”
GipEoN WELLES,
Secretary of Nuvy,

Commander O. R. P, RopcERS, U. S. Navy,

Commanding U. S. 8. Iroquois, New York.

\ ——

Report of Commodore Oraven, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Niagara,
transmitting letter addressed to the U. S. minister to Belgium, regarding
vessels for the Confederates. ;

U. 8. S. NIAGARA,
Antwerp, July 2, 1864.

S1r: For the mformation of the Department I take leave to enclose
herewith a copy of a letter addressed to our minister at Brussels, and
which Mr, Sanford sent to me by express yesterday afternoon, As1
am yet without instructions from the Department, and as it is possible-
that the Ioride may be fallen in with somewhere upon' the French -
coast, I shall get underway immediately and proceed in search of her,
and if possible communicate with Commander Winslow,

The opinions expressed by Mr, Beckwith are in accordance, I believe,
with those entertained by our three ministers at Paris, The Hague,
and Brussels. ; : (

After making a thorough search for the Florida I purpose in the
course of two weeks to return to this port, where I hope to receive
further and full instructions for my future guidance.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Tros, T. ORAVEN, -
Commodore, Commanding.
Hon., GipEON WELLES, ‘

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
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[Enoclosure. ).
PARIS, June 30, 1864.

My DEAR SANFORD The two cruisers I'saw at Bordeaux, the Yeddo
and Osaco, were (in general terms) about 220 feet by 30; drawing (heavy)
some 16 feet; three masts, full rig; wooden hulls, coppered said to be
lined" abrea.sb machinery with five-eighths or three: tourths inch boiler
plate; single screws to unship and hoist; 400 horsepower; six ports on
B slde, places for two pivots; slight shear bowsprits sholt and hori-

_zontal; their bows rather [too] low in'the brea% to be strong, but on
the whole fine lines and likely to be fast; tonnage about 1,500,

About those at Nantes 1 know nothmg, but suppo% them to be
similar to the above. '

1 formed the opinion that the Yeddo wanted about s month and the
Osaco about two months to get rmdy for sea, and this was, I think,

about the 25th May.
~ If you bear in mind that tho rebels have in hand nine vessels (ﬂnt

are known of), the large sum this locks p, the small resources at their
command, the serious obqt..lcles and de]ays in getting their vessels to
sea and m arming, manning, and paying for them, the uuproductive-
ness of the work ﬁmmcmlly, its complete failure po]ltxc.ﬂ]y, and con-
sider this and such like in connection with the assurances-and apparent
concessions of the Prench minister, perhaps you and Mr, Blgelow may
incline more to the opinion 1 expressed that the two vessels in question
wére sold in good faith. I think the rebels wish to diminish their
investments in this line, and in view of the great wants of Prussia,
Denmark, ete., I think tixe Yeddo and Osaco may not turn up in Hol-
land, nor glve us any trouble,

The rogues can sell half a dozen and still have enough lett for their
friends and our cruisers, ;

As regards the Niagara, if you will permit me to express a decided

“opinion, it is that she should not go to Bordeaux, nor to any port in
France, at present, but drop down to I‘Iushmg, the best port for obser-
vation, commumcahou, supplies, departuroe in any direction, and quick
action, all combined,

I regret that I can not come down and have a talk with you and
Bigelow to-day, but I am one of a pfwt;y who glve a dinner this evening
to Oaptain Winslow, and must remain,

Oaptain W[mslow] is here to consult an oculist in regard to an oye
the sight of which is lost and the other threatened, and he will proba-
bly be here till Monday, if not summoned. Vessel at Cherbourg.

If the commander of the Niagara is free to run up for a few hours
“would it notbe well for him to do so?

Winslow must have considerable local information of (new) ports,
rates, ctc., as well as facilities useful to know. Some concert also might -
be desirable.

The fuller and more complete the understandmg of the commanders of
cruisers among themselyes and with the ministers and consuls on both

- sides of the | Imglish] Ohannel, the more likely they will be to receive
such information as will enable them to seize on the right moments for
rendering public service and achieving distinction by acts of greater
moment than merely cruising in terrorem. ,

With kind regards to Bigelow, whom I always need when ho is not
here, very truly, yours, ;

- N. BECKWITH,
[H 8. SANFORD ‘ . '
U. 8. Minister to Belgium, |
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P, 8.—S8ince writing the above I hear ﬂmt the Florida is off the coast,
and that Winslow has been‘notified and will leave after dinner,
I have not time to see him before closing this, I thevefore give tae
rumor, but without affirming its accuracy.
B.

Letter from A, L, Drayton* to the Secretmy of the Navy, concerning infor-
mation of C. 8. 8. Florida. -

Fort WARREN,
Boston Har bor [Massachusetts), July 3, 1864.

Sir: In reply to your favor of the 30th instant 1 may say that I can
give date, place, and month in which the Floride will meet & tender, I
presume for the purpose of receiving coal, etc. The point of meeting
is not under the Jmisdlctlon of any powel I can also give the name
of a port that she i8 expected to go into in the interim, and, judging by
the past, it is a place that she will receive a warm welcome.

Previous to leaving the Floride I came into the possession of a cipher
that was to be used between two parties in case of separation or cap-
ture. That cipher has been used. I firmly believe the information to
be correct, for if the Florida was ab Bermuda on the 19th of last
month it i 13 evident that she is pursuing the track as laid down,

I 1espe(,ttully suggest an interview, from the knowledge that I have
of obstructions, batteries, and vessels built and being built. I allude
particularly to Mobile. .

I consider it the duty of any man euntertaining the opinions that I
do, and sumerely wishing the restoration of the ‘Union, to speak of any
information that may prove beneficial to the Union cause and i injurious
to that of the rebels, I have noothermotive than to forward the inter-
ests of the (,ountx'y, and for this reason I respectfully tender you my
services, believing that I can render important aid; and knowing your
desire to forward her interests, I sincerely trnst that you will view this
communication in its true light, and worthy of more than mere passing
attention.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. L. DRAYTON,

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Report of Captain Winslow, U, S. Navy, commanding U. S. S. Kcarsarge,
of the rumored presence of the C. 8. S. Florida on the French coast,
and the departure of the corvette Yeddo from Bordeaux.

U. S. S, KEARSARGE "M
Cherboury, France, July 5 1864
Sir: I havethe honor toinform the Department that the reports that
the Florida is lurking somewhere on. the coast of France have decided
me to return up the Ahnghshl Channel. I shall proceed to-day toward
Dover, and touch oftf some of the intermediate places for communica-
tion with our consuls and verification of ths reports.

"Ono of the crew of the Confederate vessels Clarence-Tacony-drcher, 6co Vol, 2,
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The Yeddo, which sailed from Bordeaux, is reported to have passed
into Prussian hands and has entered the Weser.

I have received notice from Lisbon that the Sacramento Wlll sail for
Clierbourg. The twenty-four-hour law prevents my remaining to com-
municate with her.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. A. WINsLOW,
Captain.,
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

[P. 8.]—The Sacramento arrived at Cherbourg three hours before the
departure of the Kearsarge.

Report of Captain Winslow, U. S. Navy, commanding U, 8. 8. Kearsarge,
regarding the impaired condition of that vessel.

U. S. 8. KEARSARGE,
Cherbourg, France, July &5, 1864,

Sir: I have the honor to report that the temporary repairs of this
Shlp have been completed by knotting the main and reeving new run-
ning rigging .md patching over the shot holes in the bulwarks and
sides, and repairing tho old sails,

I would beg leave to state that, owing to there being but one suit of
sails furnished this vessel so much.of them as remains is in o very poor
state, Of the main nggmg, that which is left unknotted, the core only
remains unaffected by injury from smoke from the furnaces. Itis there-
fore necessary to support the masts by pennant tacklesin rongh weather,
I have already informed the Department that we received a bad shot
in our sternpost from o 100-pound rifle gun, This has cut away more
than half the wood, and by its action of wedging has made the rudder
more difficult to tum

On examination it was found that if the shot was cut out so little of
the wood would remain that tlie slightest sea would no doubt carry
away rudder and sternposb It was therefore advisable to let it rest
for the present, during summer months,

Under these clrcumstances I feel it my duty to state that it would be
hazardons to continue the cruising of this ship in anything like the
heavy weather we experienced during thelast winter, The ship can be
repaired at Flushing, or some other port in Kurope, but the 1ep‘urs must
be extensive.

1 also feel it my duty to state that if the Department has in view
ordermg this ship to the United States the order should be issued in
time for us to cross the Atlantic before the cquinox sets ‘in, for should
it be delayed after this I'hold the necessity imperative that we should
enter dock and repair our sternpost.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant

JNO. A, WINSLOW,
Captain.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Seoretary of the Navy, Washington,

P, 8.—Letters addressed care of the U, 8. consul, London, will find
most expedition in reaching us,
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Report of Oaptain Taylor, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Juniata, of
the receipt of orders and enclosures from the Department.

U. 8. S, JUNIATA (Second Rate), -
; - Philadglphia, Pa., June [July] 6, 1864,
S1r: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your order dated
2d instang, directing me to touch at Bermuda on my way to the West
Indies, and of the papers enclosed with 1t, viz, a copy of the Queen’s
proclamation of neutrality, a description of the rebel vessels Alabama,
Florida, and Rappahannock, and a copy of the circular dated 18th
August, 1862, in relation to searching and seizing vessels on the high
seas.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM, ROGERS TAYLOR,
Captain, U. 8. l<'wvy.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.

Report of Captain Price, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. ship Janiestown,
of the arrival of that vessel at Yokohama, Japan, and of condition of
affairs in that port. : o

U. 8. SHIP JAMESTOWN,

Yokohama, Japan, July 6, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to inforin the Department of the arrival here
of this ship on the 27th ultimo; also the receipt of the Depurtment’s
communication of the 30th of March, , e

The American minister has notified the Government at Yeddo that
he will proceed to that place in a few [days] in this ship; and land with
100 men, as an escort, te resume his residence temporarily in the capital.
I am awaiting his readiness, N -

The right to pass through the inland sea (Strait of Shimonoséki) is
still refused by the Japanese to foreign flags. War in consequence
is threatened, The English are daily expecting o regiment from Hong-
kong, in addition to the force already here. The English have fifteen
ships of war now in this port; the Dutch four, The French admiral is
alone in the Semiramis, nor do I think he is inclined to aggressive
hostilities at this time, fromm what he told me a day or two since, espe- .
cially as the French soldiers formerly on shore here have recently been
sent to Mexico. o )

The Fourth was very handsomely celebrated here, all the foreign
ships of war participating by dressing their ships, as well as saluting.
It was very marked on the part of the English,

1 am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
OICERO PRICE,
, ' Captain, U. S. Navy.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy.

Letter from the commissary-general of prisoners to Major-General Hal-
leck, U. 8. Army, requesting additional protection for prisoners on
Johnson's Island.

OFFIOE OF COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS,
; Washkington, D. 0., July 7, 1864,
GENERAL: I have the honor respectfully to recommend that the
honorable Secretary of the Nayvy be requested to direct, if not incom-.
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atible with other pubho interests, that the U. 8, 8. Michigan lie oft
ohnson’s Island, in Sandusky Bay, Lake Erie, to afford additional
security to the depot of prisoners of war on that island.

If this arrangement can be effected, all but one regiment of the com-
mand now stationed there and any artlllery that may be present can
readily be spared for service in the field.

I am general, very respectfully, your obedle.nt servant,
W. HOFFMAN,
Colonel Third Infantry, Commissary-General of Prisoners,

Major-General II. W, HALLEOK,
Chief of Staff, Washmgwn, D. 0.

Oyder of thc Secretary of the Navy to Commander Carter, U. S. Navy,
%mmanqu U. 8. 8. Michigan, to prooeed to Johnson's Island, Lake
rie
NAvY DEPARTMENT, July 8, 1864.
Sir: Proceed with the U. S, S. Ma’okegan to Johnson’s Island and
remain there until further orders, to give addmoml security to the
depot of prisoners of war on the island.
Very respectfully, ete.,
GIDEON WELLES,
. Seeretary of Navy.
Commander JNO, C. CARTER,
Commanding U. S. S, Michigan, Erie, Pa.

Letter from the Scerctary of the Navy to Major-General IT«lleck U.s.
Army, regarding measures for security of prisoners at Johnson's
Island,

Navy DFPARTMFNT, July 8, 1864.

Sir: I have to acknowledge your reference to the Dopartment of a
letter addressed to you on the 7th instant by the commissary-general
of prisoners, and to state that Commander John O. Carter has been
instructed to proceed with the U. 8. 8. Michigan to Johnson’s Island
and remain there until further orders, to give additional security to
the depot of prisoners of war on the island.

ery respectfully, otc.,
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of Navy
Major-General 11. W. HALLFROK,
Chief of btaﬁ', Washington,

Report of Captain Walke, U. 8. Navy, wmmandmg U. 8. 8. Sacramento,
of the arrival of that vesscl at Cherbourg, France.

U. 8. 8. SACRAMENTO,
Cherbourg, July 8, 1864.

~ 8m: I have the honor to report the arrival of the Sacramento at this
port on the 5th instant, four days from Lisbon.
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We have seen no vessels of a suspicious appearance thus far on our
cruise. I herewith enclose the copy of a letter which I received from
the U, 8. congul at Cape Town, as it may be of use to the Government.

I am, sir, very respectfuily, your obedient servant,
HENRY WALKE,
. Oaptain.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, . '
Seoretary of the Navy, Washington, D, 0.

[Enclosure.] Lo
~ U. 8. OONSULATE,
: = _ Oape Town, April 30, 1864.
S1r: I have received two dispatches from the consul-general of India,
informing me that three vessels, named, respectively, the Johannisberg,
Texan Star, and Virginia Dare, are sailing under the Confederate flag
and requesting me to notify all men-of-war belonging to the United
States touching at this port of these facts.
Very respectfully, ete. .
WALTER GRAHAM,
U. 8. Oonsul,
Captain HENRY WALKE,
Commanding U. 8. S. Sacramento.

Report of Oommander Murray, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Wateree,
of the cruise of that vessel from Montevideo, Uruguay.

U. 8. 8. WATEREE,
San Oarlos, Island Ohiloe, July 8, 1864,

Sir: I respectfully report our arrival at this port yesterday in fifty-
five days from Montevideo, having passed through the Strait of Magellan
and all the passages on the west coast of Patagonia as far as the Gulf
of Peiias, through the Corcovado and Ancud gulfs and a portion of
that of Chonos. '

To account for our long passage from Montevideo, a detailed account
of our proceedings since leaving that port will be necessary, We left
the Rio de la Plata on the 13th May, and although forced by heavy:
weather to take refuge in Nuevo Gulf and afterwards in Camarones
Bay, our voyage progressed satisfactorily until our arrival off the
Chonos Archipelago, when, during u gale of wind from the northward,
I found our stock of coal reduced to 16 tons, I immediately ran for the
island of Narborough, and on the 7th June anchored in Scotchwell
Harbor, where we remained eight days cutting wood for fuel. On
leaving this port we ran into the Chonos Gulf and slowly pursued our
voyage to the northward, frequently stopping to cut wood at the islands,
With this fuel our speed rarely exceeded 3 knots an hour, and we were
several times obliged to seek an anchorage, from our inability to make
way against the northerly winds which prevailed almost without inter-
mission, At Oastro we obtained from the inhabitants a supply of d
wood, which has enabled us to reach this port. After filling np wit
wood here, for we can obtain no coal, I shall Froceed to Valparaiso,

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully,
» F. K. MURRAY,
_ Commander.
Hon, GIDEON WELLES, '
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O,
N W R—VOL I—--7
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Report of Commander Collins, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Wachu-
sett, of the movements of that vessel in Brazilian waters.

U. 8. STEAM SLoorP WAOHUSETT,
, Rio de Janeiro, July 9, 1864,

S1R: I have the honor to report that we left Bahia on the 17th day
of June, called at Pernainbuco on the 20th for news, and left the same
day for the south. 'We anchored in the good.and secure harbor of Qape
Frio on the 29th, in consequence of heavy weather, where we had con-
firmed the report that a bark-rigged, long, low, black sieamer with two
smokestacks had been seen off the cape about the 20th day of May last,
which may have been the Alabama (rebel), with a black wind sail to
represent the second smokestack. o -

We left Cape Frio on the 30th, arrived here on the 18t instant, and
left again on the 3d, after having coaled ship and visited Cape Frio
again to make arrangements for receiving information at this place of
any suspicious steamer which might be seen from the cape, and arrived
here again, all well, on the 7th instant,

We will be ready for sea again as soon as the defective crank of the
after engine can be repaired.

" I send enclosed the report of Chief Engineer Rutherford, in relation
to the crank. ,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N. CoLLINS,
' Commander.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Report of Lieutenant MoNgair, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. bark Gems-
bok, of the arrival of thdt vessel at New York from the West Indies.

U. 8. BARK GEMSBOK,
New York Harbor, July 10, 1864,

S1r: I have the honor to report the arrival this day at this port of
the U. 8. bark Gemsbok, under my command.

We sailed from the island of St. Thomas, West Indies, on the 18th
of June last, and have met with calms and light winds during the
entire passage. ; : -

Ienclose herewith a copy of my orders* from the Aeting Rear-Admiral
commanding the West India Squadron. ’ -

I beg leave to ask an early detachment from this command, in order
to rejoin my ship, and have the honor to await the orders of the
Department. : , ,

Very respectfully, A.'R. MONAIR,
Lieutenant, Commanding.
. Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington City.

['rélegmm.'j
NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 10, 1864,
Proceed to New York with all dispatch and await further orders.
- GIDEON WELLES,
[ Secretary of the Navy.]
Captain CHAS. STEEDMAN,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Ticonderoga, Portland, Me

“Boo 3 4. ,
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{Telegram.] ; .
NAvY DEPARTMENT, July 10, 1864,
The Ticonderoga, at Portland, is ordered to New York, where she can
remain ready. Send any vessels which are ready to Washington with-
out delay. )
. GIDEON WELLES,
' o [Secretary of the Navy.)
Rear-Admiral PAULDING,
Commandant Navy Yard, New York.

Extract from letter from the U. 8. consul at Iiverpool to the assistant
secretary of U. 8. legation at London, giving information regarding
Confederate cruisers and blockade runners.

UNITED STATES CONSULATE,

: Liverpool, July 10, 1864,

DEAR SIR: * * * The pirate Sumter (called Gibraltar) is laid up
at Birkenhead. The Japan (called the Georgia) has been dismantled
and is in one of the Liverpool docks. It is said she is to go'to China..
Her name no doubt will be changed. The Alexandra has had her
insides taken out and houses put up on her decks, indicating her as a
blockade runner, and has sailed from Liverpool. It is said her name is
to be changed and sheis to go to Nassau or Bermuda as a blockader. I
think they will send her out as such, and arm her out there. The
A. D, Vance has sailed for Bermuda. The Fugenieislaid up and adver-
tise(ll) for sale. Do not know the whereabouts of the Agrippina or Emily
St. Pierre. L , : , -

‘We have several new steamers preparing to run the blockade: The
Hope, a large and fast steamer belonging to Fraser, Trenholm & Qo,,
entered to load, and will sail most likely to-morrow, Colonel Lamb, a
rather fine steamer, belonging to same parties, not quite finished, The
Bat and Owl, two very fine boats, not quite finished, said to have been
recently purchased by the Southern Confederacy. The Night Harwk,
recently launched at Preston and brought here to receive her engines.

Yours, etc.,
THos. H. DUDLEY.
B. MorAN, Esq.

Reporé of Commander MecDougal, U. 8. ~N¢wy, co’mmanding U 8 8
Wyoming, of the cruise of that vessel from the East Indies to Phila- -
delphia, forwarding information regarding Confederate cruisers.

U. 8. 8, WyoMING,
\ Philadelphia, |July 13, 1864.)

Sir: I have the hounor to report the arrival of this ship, ninety-
four days from Anjer, via the Cape of Good Hope, St. Helena, and
St. Thomas, arriving at Cape Town May 15, St. Helena June 4, and St. .
Thomas July 5. ,

From Batavia I informed the Department of my intention of pro-
ceeding to the United States, in compliance with the instructions of
November 12, G . : ,

At the cape I learned that the Alabama had returned there from her
cruise in the China Sea and Indian Ocean, and had left on the 26th
March, supposed for Brest, for repairs. About ten days before our
arrival the U, 8, 8. Sacramento left Table Bay on a cruise, '
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Noother captures in the Indian Ocean had been made by the Alabama
since the destruction of the Emma Jane on the coast of Malabar in
January last, , ,‘ , :

At Bt. Helena I wag informed by Oaptain Emery, of the American
ship Sparkling Wave, that the Alabama had sent in a boat at Bombay,
but had been refused admittance to that port by the authorities.

The Confederate privateer Tuscaloosa was still at S8imouw’s Bay, but
orders had been received from the home Goyernment to give her up to
her officers, or to Captain Semmes should the Alabama return,

At St. Thomas the Florida was reported in the neighborhood of
Bermuda on the 14th June.

At the request of our consul at St. Helena, I gave passage home to
three invalid American seamen,

I would respectfully state that this ship has been within a few days
of five years in commission, and that she will require extensive repairs

- in her hull, spars, rigging, sails, and machinery to make her eflicient
for another cruise, ‘ ,

I have to report the death of David Segarson, paymaster’s clerk, on
the 27th May, of paralysis.

The Lealth of the officers and crew, I am happy to state, is good.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

‘ - D. MoDougAL,
: Commander,

Hon, GIDEON WELLES, .

Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Appearance of the U, 8. 8, Florida on the Atlantic coast, and consequent

. operations.

[Telegram.}

HAMPTON ROADS, July 10, 1864. :

, - (Received at Vi’ashington 1:45 p. m.)
The steam tug America, just in, reports that yesterday evening at 6
¢'clock the rebel steamer Florida, or some similar vessel, captured and
burned the bark Greenland, 50 miles east by south from Cape Henry.
The Greenland was loaded with coal for the Western Gulf Squadron,
and was in tow of the America, which escaped. After firing the Green-
land the rebel steamer stood off N, N, E,, and was seen last at 7 o’clock
steering about N, N, B, The rebel vessel is described as being long,
low, painted black, bark-rigged, long lower masts, two smokestacks,
patilpted white. I shall dispatch several vessels in pursuit and report

action. : . -
: S, P. LEE,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comdg., North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Seoretary Navy.

[Telegram,) : R
- NEW YORK, July ‘10, 1864, .
(Received at Washington 2:40 p. m,)
Confederate steamer Florida was spoken by a vessel at this port July
7, latitude 35° to 402, longitude 69° to 59°,
» ; MERCHANTY EXCHANGE NEWS RoomM,
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, ‘ ‘ ‘
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(Telogram.] ;
FORTRESS MONROE VA, July 10, 1864—11 a.m,
, (Received at Washmgton 4:35 p.m,, in cipher.)
At time of telegraphing about depredations of Florida I telegraphed
commandants at Philadelphia, New York, and Boston. Have dis-
patched Tno to be towed to an offing by tug America. Have sent Monti-
cello and Mount Vernon, under Lieutenant-Commander Adams, to cruise
together this side Nantucket. Have required Shenandoah from Com-
modore Livingston, but fear she will not be ready for a day or two.
State of Georgia here, broken down. Shall dispatch the intelligence to
Beaufort and blockaders off Wilmington,
‘ S. P. LEE,
‘ o Acting Rear-Admiral,
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, : o :
Secretary of the Navy.,

[Telegram.]
FLAGSHIP MALVERN, July 10, 1864—2: 45 p. m.
. (Received at Washington 9:15 p. m.)
Shenandoah prepared in time. Departs now to cruise between Cape
Lookout and the capes of the Delaware, . '

L o . 8 P. LER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, ; '

Secretary of Navy.

[Telegram.) ,
R NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 10, 1864,

The rebel steamer Florida burned a vessel off Cape Henty last even-
ing, and is probably bound up along the coast. Go to sea at once in
pursuit, : ’

Answer by telegraph. . R

o ‘ GIDEON WELLES, ‘
, " , o [ Seoretary of the Navy.)
Captain CHAS. STEEDMAN ; ; ‘ '
Commanding U. 8. 8. I’icohderoga, Portland, Me.

; [Tele'gram'.k]: o
PORTLAND, ME,, July 10, 1864—~7 p. m.
. (Received at Washington 7:30 p. m.)
Telegram received at 5 p. m.. Will proceed to ses immediately.
OHAf, STEEDMAN,
‘ Captain, U. 8. 8. Ticonderoga,
Hon. GIDEON WELLES. ‘ ,

- {Telegram.} S S S

- NAvVY DEPARTMENT, July 10, 1864.
The rebel steamer Florida burned a vessel off Cape Henry last even-

ing at 6. p. m. She is probably on the coast. Admiral Lee has sent

several vessels. - Use every exertion to get the Juniata off in pursuit.

' GIDEON WELLES, .
S [Becretary of the Navy.]

Commodore O, K. STRIBLING,

Commandant Navy Yard, Philadelphia.
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[Tolegram.) .
NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 10, 1864,

The Florida burned a vessel off Cape Henry last evening mld has
probably gone up the coast. She only has four guns. Let your vessels
cover the Vineyard waters and send out the Marblehead in pursuit.
She will probably go to your neighborhood.

GIDEON WhLLh 8,
, ) | Secretary of the Ncwy ]

Commodore GEO. 8. BLAKE,

“Naval Academy, Newport, K. I.

[Telegram.) )
NAVY DEPARTMENT, [July 10, 1864.]

Juniata from Philadelphia, Twonderoga from Portlaud and all the
Naval Academy vessels have started in pursuit of the Florida. She
ouly has five guns., Several telegrams sent you to-day.

GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary.

Acting Rear-Admiral S. P, LEg,

Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Hampton Roads.

[Telegram.)
NAVY DEPARTMENT, [July 10, 1864.]

Departmentwould prefer that you should send Commodore Godon or
any experienced ofticer. Plenty of officers can join them at Baltimore.
Take two howitzers and ammunition complete, though the men are
mostly wanted for the forts. ,

The Florida burned a vessel off Cape Henry last evening. You can .
send out any vessel that is ready. We have several after her from
Hampton Roads. Keep sailors enough for your own wants,

The Ticonderoga has gone out for the Florida from Portland. Commu-
nication will probably be cut to-morrow, so you must remain at the yard
to act for the Government, Our naval force here is pretty strong, and
the destruction of the rallroad should cause no anxiety.

G1pEON WELLES, Secretary.

Rear-Admiral PAULDING, :
Commandant New York Navy Yard.

['Telogram.]
PHILADELPHIA, July 11, 18(‘1
~ (Rucened 11 p.m,)
The Florida has burned several vessels 40 miles from Cape May.
Captured crew landed at Cape May this a. m, Are now on way to -
Philadelphia.

W. P, WESTERVELT,
Superintendent American Te lu/raph Line.

Major ECKERT. v

{Telogram.)
CHARLESTOWN, MAss,, July 11 1864,
(Received at Washmgton 11 a. m.)
' chassmn has arrived at this yard.
8. H. STRINGHAM,
Oommandant
Hon. GIpEON WELLES.
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[Telegram.}
‘  NAvY DEPARTMENT, July 12, 1864,
Send Circassian immediately after tho Florida. The Florida has cap-
tured vessels off capes of Delaware and is probably bound northward,
‘ * GIDEON WELLES,
T Sl Secretary of Navy.
Rear-Admiral 8. H. STRINGHHAM,
Commandant Navy Yard, Boston.

Report of the commandant navy yard, New York, of the capture of Acting Master Gibbs, U. 8.
Navy, in the steamship Electric 8park, by the C. 8. 8. Florids, v
S - NAvy YAwp, New YoRK, July 12, 1864,
~ Sir: Acting Master William I, Gibbs, who left on’ the 9th instant
on the mail steamship Hlectric Spark to join his vessel, the Pinola, off
* Mobile, was captured.by the Florida on the 10th instant about 66 miles
8. E. by 8. from Cape Henlopen, and paroled by the commander of that
vessel, copy enclosed. = , e o
Mr. Gibbs arrived at this port this morning in the Knglish schooner
Lane, and I have allowed him to go to his home to await the orders of
the Department. . :
His address is East Wareham, Mass. ,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ; .
H. PAULDING,
. s ; o Commandant.
‘Hon, GIDEON WELLES, ‘
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Report of the commandant navy yard, Boston, of the departure of the U, 8, §, Circassian in
) search of the C, 8, 8. Florida. : ‘
COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, U. 8. NAvY YARD,
; v ; o - Boston, July 13, 1864.
Sir: In compliance with your telegraphic order of the 12th instant,
the Circassian has been sent to sea, having left this yard this morning
at half past b o'clock, Lo , o :
I deemed it advisable, in view of the important duty to be performed,
to place on board a senior naval officer, and therefore put her in charge
of Commander J. B, Oreighton for the cruise. =~ -
To fill vacancies caused by the sickness of some of the officers of that
vessel, I detailed for temporary duty Acting Ensign J. A, Slamm and
Acting Ensign William Knight, of the Massasoit, and Acting Ensign
A. Hornsby, of the Sex Foam. 1 also detailed for that vessel Lienten-
ant Hale, of the Marine Oorps, and Acting Gunner William Lordan, of -
the Massasoit,
Respectfully, your obedient servant, o ‘
‘ , S, H. STRINGHAM,
; , o Gl Commandant.
Hon. GipEON WELLES, - '
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.

Report of tise Superintendent of the Naval Academy, Newport, B. L, of the exscution of the
Department’g orders in view of deprodations of thp C. 8, 8, !’Iorida.

U. 8. NAVAL AOADEMY, =
" Newport[R. L) July'14. 1864,
Sir: I beg leave to report that on the receipt of the telegram of the

Department of the 10th instant, which reached me at 7 p.m. on the day
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of its date, I communicated by telegram with Edward Prentis, esq.,
collector of New London, who immediately forwarded my instructions
by the revenue cutter Campbell to Commander Fairfax, at Gardiner’s
Bay, aéxd that they reached him by 4 o’clock in the morning of the:1lth
instant. . ; ,
~ Qommander Fairfax, with the most commendable promptitude, was
underway in a very few minutes, and the sailing vessels of the practice
squadron were distributed us directed by the Department. The Mar-
blehead was compelled to run over to New London for coal, which she
obtained in a few hours, and ran from thence to Provincetown, Cape
Cod, and has proceeded from that point to the vicinity of the light-boat
off Nantucket South Shoal, a point which I think should be carefully
watched. I will add that, in concert with Colonel Oliver L. Shepherd,
of the Fifteenth Infantry, and now commanding Fort Adams, I have
taken every precaution In my power te meet any rebel enterprises
which may be attempted in this bay, which seems to be in a very
defenseless state. y :

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

: G. S. BLAKE,
. ) Oommodore, and Superintendent Naval Academy.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, '
' Secoretary Navy.

Report of the commandant navy yard, Philadelphis, transmitting copy of orders to Captain
;lmu‘gd, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8, 8, Wyoming, to proceed in search of the C. 8. 8,
COMMANDANT'S O¥FICE, U, 8, NAVY YARD,
, . .- Philadelphia, July 14, 1864.
S1r: The Wyoming arrived last evening.from China. Considering it
important that every effort should be made to take the Florida, I have
ordered Oaptain McDougal to proceed in search of her. Although the
Wyoming requires extensive repairs, I have concluded that she can
keep the sea a week longer, which is the time I have given for her
cruise, : .
I enclose a copy of my order to Captain McDougal.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' 0. K. STRIBLING,
T ‘ Commandant.’
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Seerctary of the Navy, Washington, D. O,

[Enolosure.)

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, U. S. NAVvY YARD,
Philadelphia, July 14, 1864,

S1R: You will proceed with the vessel under your command to search
for the rebel privateer Florida. ;

After leaving the capes of the Delaware you will shape your course
to Georges Bank, and if you do not hear anything of the Florida before
you reach the bank you will return, keeping inside the Gulf [Streamn]|
to Oape Hatteras, and then return to this port, unless you should haye
such information as to induce you to continue the pursuit.

It is with regret that I send you on this service. After so long a
cruise, and one in which you have rendered such important service,
yourself, officers, and crew were entitled to a respite from active service;
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but the great importance of capturing the robel privateer wxll I hope,
be an incentive to all under your command cheerfully to perform this
service. )
One week is the time, I suppose, sufficient to make the cr uise above
designated.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
0. K. S'I‘RIBLING,
Commardant.
Captain I)Avm MoDOUGAL,
Commanding U, 8. 8. W yoming, U. 8. Navy Yard, thludclphm

Enguiry by the Becretary of the Navy of the commandant navy yard, Philadelphia, regarding
i the U, 8. 8. Juniata. .

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 14, 1864,

The paymaster of the Juniata, without nuthmlty, tolegl aphs for money
to-day. Oan the Juniate have remained in Philadelphia since the first
order was sent to go out after the Florida ?

GIDEON WELLES,

, [Secretary of the Navy.|

QCommodore O. K, STRIBLING, -
Commandant Philadelphia Navy Yard, Philadelphia, Pa.

{Telegram.)
PHILADELPHIA, July 14, 1864,

(Received at Washmgton 9:40 p.m.)

SIR: Telegram received, Cause of Juniata’s detention heretofors
explained. Expect hier to leave on Saturday. , ,
C. K. STRIBLING,
Commandant,”
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Nawvy.

Report of commandant of Phxladelphia Navy Yard to the Becretary of the Navy concerning
the detention of U, 8. 8. Juniata at navy yard.

COMMANDANY'S OFFICE, U, 8. NAVY YARD,
Philadelphia, July 15, 1864.

Sir: I received your telegram of yesterday und replied briefly to it.
1 beg leave to reply somewhat more in detail.

Mr. Schenck did ask my permission to telegraph to you about money
His not mentioning it, I suppose, was to avoid multiplying words in a
telegram, As to the Juniate’s not being off, you can not be more
anxious about it than I am, On Sunday evening last T received your
order to gend her in pursuit of the Florida; since then the completion
of the repairs of the machinery has been hastened as much as possible.
Without their completion the vessel is not in a condition to go to sea.
In such extensive repairs as have been made to the machinery of -the
‘Juniata it is impossible to estimate beforehand with any certainty the
time required to complete them, In fact, the most experienced machin-
ists can not form a correct estimate of time and expensa until the
machinery is taken apart. The engines of the Junriate have been
taken entirely apart and many new pieces made to replace those unfit
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tobe put in again. The great delay in completing the repairs of this
ship is, however, owing to the difficulty of obtaining men competent to
do the work. , ‘ ;

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. K. STRIBLING,
; ' Commandant.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, ; ‘
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

i [Telegram.) ‘
NAVY YARD, PHILADELPHIA, July 15, 1864,
(Received at Washington 5:35 p. m.)
Telegram received. Will use every exertion to sail as soon as pos-

sible.
JNo. H. RUSSELL,
Lieutenant-Commander, Commanding U, S. 8. Pontiac,

SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.,

[Telegram.}

HAMPTON ROADS, July }5, 1864,
(Received at Washington 3:40 a. m.)

Cuyler, Fort Jackson, Monticello, and Mount Vernon arrived this
morning. Nothing heard of the Florida. Fort Jackson captured the
blockade runner Boston; Gettysburg captured the Little Ada; both
inward bound. The Zritonia arrived this morning, having lost one
barge, foundered; another in a sinking condition. Nothing heard of
Mount Washington or Cactus. Bay rough, The Florida probably car-
ried the mails of the Hlectric Spark to Bermuda. Shall I detain any of
the blockaders now coaling here for any emergency, or dispatch them
when ready to their usual stations? We are short of coal. Nights are
growing light. Might make short cruises after Florida, return, coal,
and join blockade ten days hence, AMinnesotd is at Psoin£ Lookout.

. P, LEg,
. Aoting Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,

Hon. GIDEON WELLES, -
Secretary Navy.

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Adams, U, 8. Navy, commanding VU, 8, 8, Mount Vernon, of
the oruise of that vessel in mroh of C. 8, 8. Florida.
U. 8. S. MoUuNT VERNON,
July [15], 1864.

Sir: In obedience to orders from Acting Rear-Admiral S, P. Lee, I
left Hampton Roads Sunday, July 10, at 9:46 a. m,, with the U, S,
steamers Mount Vernon and llfonticello, to pursue and capture the rebel
steamer Florida or other rebel steamer reported to be off' the coast of
the United States, After getting outside I steered N, B. by E,, and at
6:46 p. m,, in latitude 37° 30’ N.,, longitude 76° W., I came up with a
vessel on fi_re. She appeared to be a vessel of about 400 tons, and had
probably been on fire all day. ~After inspecting the vessel by steaming
round her, I steered off N, &. by K, at full speed. At 9:46 p.m, I came
“up to within 700 yardsof another vessel on fire, which went down before
I could get closer. I judged her to be about 400 tons. Position, lati-
tude 37° 40/ N,, longitude 74° 40’ W, Believing now that I was on the
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track of the Florida or other rebel steamer, I went ahead at fall speed,
steering N, E. by E., hoping to overhaul her by morning. After getting
to the N. B, of Cape May, I changed my course frequently, and spoke
vessels with the hope of getting some information, but was not success-
ful. The weather on the 11th and 12th was very uncomfortable for a
search, At noon of July 12 my position was latitude 40° 5’ N,, longi-
tude 71° 4/ W, 1 then steered off to the westward on my return,
speaking vessels, none of which could give me any information in regard
to any privateer on the coast. I anchored in Hampton Roads on the
mornirllg of the 156th, in consequence of the Monticello being nearly out
of coal.

Very respectfully, your cbedient servant,

H. A. ApAms, Jr,,
, Lieutenant-Commander.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. CO.

Order of the Becretary of the Navy to Aoting Master Gibbs, U, 8. Navy, to forward informa-
tion regarding the capture by the 0. 8, B. Florida of the steamship Electric Spark.

NAvY DEPARTMENT, July 16, 1864.
Sir: You will forward to the Department a full account of the cap-
ture of tho steamer FElectric Spark, as also all information obtained
regarding the Florida—the number and caliber of her guns, number of
crew, ete. _ ' _
You will inform the Department if you consented to any parole, or
gave any yourself, and if so, forward a copy.
Very respectfully, ,
GipEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Acting Master WM. P.'GIBBS, U. 8. Navy,
East Wareham, Mass.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Lieutenant-Commander Russell, U. 8, Navy, commanding
U. 8. 8, Pontiao, to proceed in search of the C. 8, 8, Florida.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 16 [15 7], 1864.

Sir: Leave the navy yard to-day at 7 p. m. with the U. 8. 8. Pontiac
in search of the pirate Florida, last heard of 40 miles east of the capes
of the Delaware. Whether she has gone off to the northward or east-
ward, or departed altogether, can only be ascertained by speaking ves-
sels and touching into Nantucket or some adjacent port for telegraphic
news,

Very respectfully, ete., ? )
GIDEON WELLES,
. Secretary of Navy.
Lieutenant-Commander JNo. H. RUSSELL,
‘ Commanding U. 8. 8. Pontiac, Wazhington.

[Telegram.]

o NAVY DEPARTMENT, [July 16, 1864.]
Send an order off Wilmington for the Shenandoah to got[on],a. cruise
among the Windward Islands, as far as the French jsland o Lt[artnmqm}i
in pursuit of the Florida. She can not go into an English port unt
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ninety days from the 21st June. The Fort Jackson should be kept ready
for sea until some further information is obtained, The Minnesota will
remain at Point Lookout for two or three days longer. Dispose of the
other vessels as shall appear best. The sailors at Baltimore have
returned to New York.
: ~ GIDEON WELLES,
Seoretary.

Acting Rear-Admiral 8. P, LEE,

Oomdg. North Atlantic Blockadmg Squadron IIampton Roads, Va.

[Telegram.)

NEw Yorx, July 17, 1864,
- (Received at Washington 6:50 p. m.)
The Ticonderoga just arrived No news of Florida. Comes for coal.
Will dispatch her at once,
H. PAULDING,
, - Commandant.
Hon., GIpEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

Report of Captain Steedman, U, 8. Navy, commanding U, 8, 8, Ticonderoga, of the crnise of that
vessol in search of C. 8, 8. Florida,

! U. 8. 8. TIGONDEROGA
Brooklyn Navy Yard, July 17, 1864.

S1r: I have the honor to report my arrival here from a cruise, my
supply of coal beh)g reduced to H0 tons,

During the cruise I kept well in the track of vessels bound to and
from New York and Europe, running as far east as longitude 719, and
twice to the southward as far as Absecon Light and the mouth of
Delaware Bay.

1 could hear nothing of the Flerida from the numerous vessels I spoke
both from the northward and southward, and I am inclined to believe
that immediately after she captured the steamer PElectric Spark she
made the best of her way back to Bermuda, |

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
OHAS. STEEDMAN,
Captain.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Telegram.)

HAMPTON ROADS, July 17, 1864—3:830 p.m
(Received at Washmgton 6 a, m,, July 18.)

Telegram of 16th is received. Shenandoak is cruxsmg for Florida ; is
ordered to return here for supplies.
S. P. Lee

Acting Rear-Admiral, Comdyg. North Atlantic Blookadmgéquadron.

Hon, GIDEON WELLE
Secretary of the Navy.
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Report of Acting Master Gibbe, U. 8. Navy, of the capture by the O. B. 8. Florids of the Ameri-
can steamship Eleotrio Spark.

- BAsT WAREBAM, MAss,, July 18, 1864,
S1g: I sailed from New York for New Orleans on the steamer Elec-
tric Spark the 9th instant, 3:30 p. m., to join the U. 8. gunboat Pinola.
On the 10th, at 1 p. m., saw a sail standing toward us., When about
8 miles distant she set the English blue ensign and gained npon us
very fast. When about 1,000 yards distant hoisted the Confederate
flag and fired a rifle shell across our stern, Our steamer not stopping,
another was fired, passing over just forward the mainmast; another
‘fired forward the pilot house. The steamer was then stopped_’,'Florida
distant about 400 yards. She steamed across our stern, hailed, and
asked, “Where from and where bound?” saying, “I will send a boat
on board.” Two boats came alongside, full of men and well armed, in
charge of Second Lieutenant Stone, of the Florida. Theship was then
taken possession of and the captain ordered on board the Florida, with
his papers, and the mails were sent to the Florida, The captain imme-
diately returned, and myself, with two Army officers, were ordered on
.board the Florida to be paroled. I wason board the Florida two hours
and a half. Her armament consists of four 8-inch rifle guns aft, four
large rifle guns forward, but did not ascertain the caliber of them; one
120-pound pivot rifle midship; has one spare gun lashed on side of
engine hatch, covered with tarpaulin, The Florida is o long, rakish
vessel, long lower masts, bark-rigged, which can be easily altered to a
three-masted schooner by sending down the yards. She is English built
and steams and sails 14 knots 6 fathoms; consumes 10 tons coal per
day; has crew, as near as I could ascertain, [of] 225 men, mostly for-
eigners, except officers. : o
Was put on board of British schooner Lane with the passengers and
sent to New York, at which city I arrived on the morning of the 12th.
Immediately on my arrival I reported to Rear-Admiral Paulding, com-
manding New York Navy Yard. Enclosed you will find a cop% of my
parole, a duplicate of which I left with the commandemof the Florida,
with my signature affixed.
Respectfully, yours,
. Wu, P. GiBBS,
Acting Master, U. S. Navy.
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

[Enclosure,)

William P, Gibbs, acting master in the Navy of the United States of
Anmerica, is hereby paroled upon his word of honor not to serve against
the Confederate States or do garrison duty or other military duty until
duly exchanged.

O, MANIGAULT MORRIS,
: Commanding 0. 8. 8. Florida.

JuLy 10, 1864. ‘

Report of Lieutenant-Commander Carpenter, U. §, Navy, commanding U, 8, 8, Marblehead, of
the movements of that vessel in search of O, 8, 8, Florida.
' U. 8. 8. MARBLEHEAD, ,
Holmes Hole, July 18, 1864.
S1r: I arrived here early this morning from Nantucket South Shoal,
where I have been since Friday last. I have seen very few sail. 1
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spoke the light-ship Friday afternoon. They had seen nothing, or had
no news, of the Florida, 1 think since the war there are few vessels

assing near the light-ship, or we would have seen more, having been
in sight of the light-ship many times. The last two days have been
very thick and foggy, occasionally lighting up, but nothing in sight.
1 thought I would come in here and learn the news; shall return this
afternoon. I have just come on shore and learned that there was a
man on board one of the vessels here a few days since who was on
board the Florida. He reported that that vessel made preparations to
come through here and destroy the vessels in the sound, but something
prevented it. I doubt it it is true myself, yet it could easily be done,
a8 there are a large number of vessels going through here constantly
and no protection. The people here seem to think some vessel ought
to be here. x

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, '
C. C. OARPENTER,
Licutenant-Commander,
Commodore (. S. BLAKE, U. 8. Navy,

4

Report of commandant of Philadelphia Navy Yard to the Secretary of the Navy concerning
delay in getting U. 8. 8, Juniata ready to go to sea.

CoMMANDANT’S OFFIOE, U, 8. NAVY YARD,
. Philadelphia, July 19, 1864.

SirR: When the Juniata was getting up steam on Saturday to pro-
ceed to.sea a small elbow burst.in the donkey steam pipe and other
small defects prevented hier machinery from working. These defects,
etc,, have not been made good. I enclose a report from Chief Engineer
Folfansb’e@, explaining the causes of delay in getting the Juniata oft,
When I received your telegram to send this vessel after the Florida she
was still in the machinists’ hands. By working night and day it was
thought the work was finished on Friday night, but upon attempting
to get up steah (there had been no time for trial of machinery) the
defects as above stated prevented it. I shall have the Juniata towed to
Wilmington to-day, where she can take on board the piece of machinery
refeired to by Mr, Follansbee, which I have ordered to be made there,
as it will save time, and the sﬁip get to sea two days sooner than if she
remained here,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant.

C. K, STRIBLING,
Commandant,
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, O.

Report of the commandant navy yard, Philadelphia, of the return of the U, 8. 8. Wyoming
from cruise in search of C. 8. 8, Florida.

COMMANDANT’S OFFIOE, U. 8, NAVY YARD, |,
Philadelplia, July 19, 1864.
Sir: The U. 8. 8. Wyoming returned to the yard to-day from a cruise
after the Florida. I enclose herewith report of Oaptain McDougal.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. K, STRIBLING,
' Commandant,
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Seoretary of the Navy,
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[Enclosure.] ,
U. 8. S. WYOMING,
- Philadelphia, July 19, 1864.
Sir: I have the honor to réport my return,
In obedience to your order of the 14th instant I proceeded to sea and
1sto‘;ﬁl to the eastward, contending against fresh northeast winds and
1ead sea. ;
Arriving in-the meridian of Nantucket on the evening of the 17th
the chief engineer reported the feathers on the shaft where it is couple«i
were working loose; that with leaky boilers, and a tube burst in the
condenser, which caused a great flow of water in the ship, I deemed it
prudent to return, . -
I regret to report the drowning of George Fowler (ordinary seaman),
when off Wilmington on my passage down.
I have the honor to be. very respectfully, your obedient servant,
- D. MoDoUGAL,
; Uommander.
Commodore C. K. STRIBLING,
Commandant Navy Yard, Philadelphia.

Report of Lientenant-Commander Russell, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8, Pontiao, ¢f the
arrival of that vessel at New York from cruise in search of C. 8, 8. Florida.

U. 8. 8. PoNTIAQ,
New York Navy Yard, July 19, 1864,

Sir: I have the honor to report that on my cruise for the Florida I
spoke the steamer General Sedgwick on the 17th instant, bound from
Port Royal for New York, who had heard nothing of the Florida. On
the same day [spoke] the Bremen bark Schiller in longitude 73° 10’ [W.,],
who could give us no information. On the18th, 60 miles 8. E. [of| High-
land Lights, spoke and boarded the English brig Blue Jacket, from New
York for Falmouth, and from her learned that the Florida was bound for
Cherbourg, and, in connection with the New Alabama,lying off Calais,
was coutemplating attacking the Kearsarge, and that the Tuscarora
[Niagara?] had left Antwerp, and had gone to the assistance of the
Kearsarge.

The machinery requiring some repairing, I will leave as soon as they
are made and cruise to the northward-in search of the Florida, as per
your orders.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNo. H. RUSSELL,
: ILieutenant-Commander,
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, 1. C.

[Telegram.]

NAvYy DEPARTMENT, July 19, 1864.
If Ticonderoga has not sailed, retain her for further orders. Answer.
/ ' GIDEON WELLES
Secretary of the Navy.
Rear-Admiral H, PAuLDING, U. 8, Navy,
Uommandant Naval Station, New York.
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) (Telogram.)

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 19, 1864.

Have the Ticonderoga filled full of coal and ready to go to sea to-mor-
row night. Do nothing to detain the Susquehanna, and report when she
can leave certainly,

- GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of Navy.
Rear-Admiral HIRAM PAULDING, :
Oommandant Navy Yard, New York.

Report of the commandant navy yard, Poston, transmitting report of Commander hton,
U. 8. Navy, commanding U, 8. 8, Cirarssian, of the oruise of that vessel in search of C. 8. 8.
Florida. :

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, U. S. NAVY YARD,
Boston, July 20, 1864.

S1r: I have the honor to enclose herewith the report of Commander
Creighton of the crnise of the U. 8. 8 Circassian in search of the pirate
Florida.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
8. H. STRINGHAM,
; - Commandant,

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

[ Enclosure.]

U. 8. 8. CIRUASSIAN,
Navy Yard, Boston, July 20, 1864,
Sir: In obedience to your order of the 12th instant I went to sea on
the morning of the 13th in search of the pirate Florida. - :
I cruised in all places where I supposed she might be found, keeping
in the tracks of vessels bound to and from our coast, between the capes
of Delaware and Cape Sable, speaking a number of vessels each day,
but could not hear or see anything of her. On the banks off Cape
Sable I spoke a number of fishermen, but with no better success.
My coal getting short, and feeling that I had carried out your order
to the best of my judgment, I have returned to this port.
Acting Master Churchill gave me every assistance in his power.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. BLAXELEY CREIGHTON,
; Commander.
Rear-Admiral 8. H, STRINGHAM
Commanding U. S. Navy Yar(%, Boston, Mass.

{Tolegram.)

NEW YORK, July 23, 1864,
e (Received at Washington 12 m,)
From the Merald of to-day:

Captain Chirles Richards, of the bark Occan Gem, reports July 17, Halifax, bearing
N. W.about 22 miles, anw n steamer painted black, bark-rigged, with two smoke-
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atacks, painted ‘whifo, snpposod to ho thopirata Florida. A bark and brig near by
were on fire. ‘There was also another steamer close at hand, painted black.

! G. W. BLUNT,
G. V. Fox,

| Assistant Sceretary of the Navy.)

Lotter from George W. Blunt, esq., to the Secrelary of the Navy, regarding the movements of
the O. 8, B, Florida,

179 WATER STREET, New York, July 23, 1864,
S1R: Captain Richards’s location I can not ascertain. The article
telegraphed to the Department was taken from the Providence Journal.
The opinion here among intelligent men is that the article is true, and
that the captain of the Florida will try and land his goods m some of
the British provinces, as I wrote to Mr. Fox this day.
Yours, respectfully,

4 Gro. W, BLUNT.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES.

{Telegram.}

PHILADELPHIA, July 23, 1864.
(Received at Washington 1:25 p. m.)
The Florida is reported off Ialifax on 17th instant. Another
steamer with her, supposed to be the Flectric Spark.

Ww. J. [8.1] TAYLoR & Co.
Ilon. GIDEON WELLES.

[Telogram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 23, 1864,
If the Juniata has not sailed, retain her, and further orders will bé
given.
' GIDEON WELLES
Seeretary of the Navy.
Commodore O. K. STRIBLING,
Commandant Navy Yard, Philadelphia.

Report of the commandant navy yard, Philadelphia, regarding the U. 8, 8. Juniata.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, U. S, NAVY YARD,
_ Philadelphia, July 23, 1864.
SIr¢ The Juniata had left Wilmington for Hampton Roads to await
the orders of the Department before your order to detain her here was
received.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
0. K. SBTRIBLING,
Commandant.
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.
N W R—VOL III—38 '
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[Telegram.) )
NAvyYy DEPARTMENT, July 25, 1864,
Sir: Remain at Hampton Roads until further orders, unless some
emergency like the late appearance of the Florida |arises|, in which
case-act 1mstantly, according to your best judgment.
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of Navy.
Captain WM, ROGERS TAYLOR, ~
Commanding U, 8. 8. Juniata, Hampton Roads,

[Telegram.)

HAMPTON ROADS, July 25, 1864,
(Received at Washington G:25 a. m.)
Shenandoah arrived. Will take in supplies immediately. Nothing
heard of Florida, Captain Ridgely’s report tbrwardeg by mail to-day.
‘ . P, LEE
Acting Rear-Admiral, Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squm’iron.

Hon, GipEON WELLES, ;
Secretary of Navy.

L)

Report of Captain Ridgely, U. 8, Navy, commanding U, 8, 8, 8henandoah, of the cruise of that
vessel in search of the C. 8. 8. Florida.
U. S. S. SHENANDOAH,
Hampton Roads, July 25, 1864.

S1r: In obedience to your order of the 10th instant, I left Hampton
Roads on the afternoon of that day and stood to the eastward 50 miles,
and then to the north and east along the steamboat line from Barnegat
to Haiteras as far north as Henlopen, I cruised offshore and inshore
between Cape Henlopen and Cape Hatteras without hearing anything
of the Florida. On the 17th instant I touched in at the Delaware
Breakwater to get intelligence, On the 21st instant I discovered what
1 supposed to be the wreck of the coal bark Greenland, by a spar some
distance out of the water. On examination with a boat we found the
vessel sunk in an upright position in 144 fathoms of water, with her
topmast head about 6 or 7 feet below the surface, with a number of
spars attached, floating on the water. 1t was too rough for me to do
anything toward destroying the wreck with boats. I regard it as a
very dangerous wreck, as it is in the steamboat line between Barnegat
and Hatteras. The position of the wreck is latitude 36° 37’ N., longi-
tude 76° 7/ W., about E, 8, K, from Cape Henry, distant about 50 miles;
it can be seen in daylight 3 or 4 miles by a topsail yard in a perpendicu-
lar position some 156 feet above the water, I think that publicity
should be given to the position of this wreck, as it is stationary and
will take some time for the sea worms to destroy it.

As the Florida has not been heard from since the capture of the
HBlectric Spark, I am of the opinion she has tauken the steamer to some
of the harbors around the Bahama Islands and Cays. Such harbors
are very numerous and secluded, and afford all kinds of fresh supplies,
and have little or no mtercourse with other places,

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ;
Ve DANL. B, RIDGELY,
; : Captain, U. 8, Navy.

Acting Rear-Admiral 8. P, LEEg,

Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,



[Enclosure.}

- Cruise of the U. S. 8. Shenandoah, July 10 to 24, 1864, in search of C. 8. 8. Florida, John S. Fatson, acting'master.
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Order of the Becretary of the Navy to the commandant navy yard, Boston, to send the U. 8. 8,
Baco in search of 0, 8, 8. Florida.

- , NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 27, 1864,

Sir: The Tristram Shandy is reported to be ready in twenty-threo
days. The Department wished that vessel sent to Hampton Rowds
with only repairs sufticient to get her there.

It the Saco is able to go to sea, send her to the French Islands, near
the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and to examine otlier out-of-the-way ports in
that direction, to ascertain if' the Florida has carried the Blectric Spark
there, as is supposed, for the purpose of landing the cargo.

Very respecttully,
\ GIDEON WELLES,
Secretury of the Navy.,

Rear-Admiral S, H. STrRINGLAM, U, S. Navy.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Lieutenant-Commander Mitohell, U. 8. Navy, command-
© ing U. 8. 8. Asoutney, to proceed in search of C. 8, 8. Florida.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, August 1, 1864,

SIir: Proceed to sea with the U. 8, S, Ascutney and visit the fishing
grounds on the eastern coast [of | French Islands, in the .Bay-yLGult‘] of
St. Lawrence, and make diligent enquiry as to the probability of the
Floride having taken her prize, the steamer Eleotric Spark, to some -
out-of-the-way port in that vicinity. Return to Boston by the 1st of
September next. Keep the Department advised of your movements,
You will secure a good pilot for the cruise, giving him $100 a mounth

and one ration a day.
Very respectfully, ete.,

. GmvroN WELLES,
Seerctary of Navy.
Lieutenant-Commander WM, MITCHELL,
Commanding U. N. 8. Ascutney, New York.

Order of the swretary of the Navy to the commandant navy yard, Boston, to detain the U. 8. 8,
8aco for further orders. .
, NAVY DEPARTMENT, August 2, 1864.
Sir: Another vessel has been sent to the fishing grounds; therefore
the Saco will await further orders when ready.
No report of the qualities of the Saco has been made by her com-
mander for her last trip to Washington and back,
" Very respectfully, :
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.
Rear-Admiral 8. H. STRINGHAM, U. S. Navy,
Commandant Navy Yard, Boston, Mass.

Report-of. Acting M dswr Martin,U. 8. Navy, commanding (pro tem) U. 8. 8.
Michigan, of the arrival of that vessel at Johnson's Island, Lake Erie.

U. 8. S. MICHIGAN,
‘ Johnson's Island, July 14, 1864, -
SIkr: I have the honor, in the absence of Captain Carter, to report
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the arrival of this ship at this place, in obe(hence to your orders* of the
8th instant, for such duty as therein stated.’
I 'nn, sir, very respectfully, your obedient serx"mt
E. G. MARTIN, :
Acting Master, Commanding pro tem.
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
. Secrctary of Nawy.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner. U. S. Navy, commanding West
India Squadron, regarding Uw sanitary condition of the U. 8. ship
National Guard.

FLAGSHIP POWHATAN,
Oape Haitien, July 14, 1864,

Sime: A medical survey upon the sanitary condition of the storeshlp
National Guard, a copy of which is herewith enclosed, having recom-
mended “a speedy transfer of the vessel and crew to a Northern port,”
she has been ordered to Boston.

Upon an understanding with Rear-Admiral Bailey that provxslons
could be obtained at Key West, the National Quard sailed for thatport.
on the 3d of May, and, it was suppoqed in ample time to avoid any
exposure to disease tlnt might bedeveloped in the hot season. Unfore-
seen delays, however, and the unusually early appearance of the fever
has infected that ship so as to render it necessary to send her to a North-
ern port.

Sllmuld the Department order the return of the National Guard to
this port as soon as health is restored, or by September or early in
October, the present squadron can be supphed without inconvenience
up to that time.

I have the honor to be, verv respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. L. LARDNER,
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West India bquadron.

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

[Tolrgram.)

AUGUSTA, ME,, July 15, 1864.
(Received at Washington 2:05 p. m.)
Following is copy of dispateh received by me last evening feom U. 8.
consul at St. John, New Brunswick:
A small raiding party loft St. Johnlast night (Wednesday) to commit depredations.
on Maine frontier. Will send you more dofinite information aoon
J. Q. HOWARD,

U. 8. Consul,
Governor CORRY.

I think it would be expedient, to patrol the coast from Kittery to Fast-
port with one or two gunboats. :
SAmL., CORRY,
Governor.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary Navy.

* See p. 96.
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. {Telegram.) '

AUGUsTA [MRE.], July 15, 1864.
(Received at Washington 7:40 p. m.)

1 have this moment the following dispatch from a md%t reliable
source:
Macuias [ME.], Jaly 15, 1864,
The St. John miders went into Cutler [Me. 7 last night. About 2,000 tons, ILeft
this mworning about 5 o’clock. She is pierced for six guns. Her name is Toonysuy.
Custom-house officers at Cutler boarded her and found her with regular clearance
from St, John to China. She was deeply loaded.
W. B, SMiTH,
) Lieutenant- Colonel
Governor CORRY,
You can not be too quick in getting out gunboats to look after this
craft and her consort reported by morning papers.
SAMUEL CORRY,
Qovernor of Maine,

— ||
{Telegram.]

St..JounN, New BRUNSWICK, July 16, 1864.
Governor Corry has already overrated importance of rebel demon--
stration from New Brunswick. There are no vessels whatever, and less
than a score of men. A Union man with party will give due notice of
all danger.

" Hon., GIipEoN WELLES,

J. Q. HOWARD,

U. 8. Consul,
F. W, SFWARD

Assistant Seorotum/ of State.

Report of Commodore Craven, U, S. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Niagara,
of the return of that vessel to Antwerp, Belgium, from cruise in search
of 0. 8. 8. Florida,

U. 8. S. NIAGARA,
Antwerp, July 16, 1864,

Sir: On the 2d instant I had the honor to inform you that I was
about proceeding in search of the Florida. I have just returned to this
port after an unsuccessful cruise, having gained no information of any
" pirates being in the [English (Jh'ume] and from all I can learn the
Floride has not as yet passed to the eastward of the Banks of New-
foundland.

On the 6th instant T discovered the U. 8. S. Sacramento lying in the
harbor of Cherbourg. QOaptain Walke came on board and informed me
that he had arrived on the evening of the 5th instant, and that the
Kearsarge had sailed soon afterwards for Dover. I am still without
advices from the Dopartment. In the event of receiving no instructions
from you in the course of three or four days, I propose visiting Paris,
to communicate personally with Mr. Dayton.

Verv resnectfully, your obedient servant,
THoS. T CRAVEN,
' " Commodore, Commanding.
on., GIDEON WELLES,
Secretury of the Nawy y, Washington, D 0.
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Report of Acting Master Magune, U. S. Navy, of the rumored presence of
Confederate vessels off the coast of Maine.

Rooxpom', ME., July 18, 1864.

Str: I have the honor to make the following report in regard to some
rebel steamers seen off the isle of Grand Manan by a merchant captain

last Monday I think the information can be relied upon as correct.

The captain informed me that he saw three rebel steamers steering
alongshore to the west. They were all side-wheel, two stacks; hull
lead color; stacks whitewashed; all burning Engllsh coal. He was not
able to ascertain whether or not they were armed, but by appearance
supposed that they were.

I deemed it my duty to inform the Department as early as possible,
fearmg that if those steamers were armed they might commit some dep-
redations upon the defenseless harbors along this coast.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. W, MAGUNE
Acting Master.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Letter from the governor of Maine to the Secretary of the Navy, request-
ing the continued presence of ‘United States vessels for the protection of
that coast.

AUGUSTA, ME,, July 18, 1864.

Sir: Your telegram announcing that my suspicions were groundlcss
in regard to those vessels sailing from St. John was duly received and
afforded me much gratification.

I have, however, respectfully to represent that the citizens of this
State feel extremely sensitive, in view of the comparatively defenseless
state of our coast and the utterly exposed condition of our coastwise
commerce,

Circumstances have transpired within the last three days exciting
strong suspicions that an attempt was about to be made to seize one
or more steamers sailing out of Kennebee River, but the awakened
vigilance on the part of their umnagels has prevented thus far its
execution,

Having so much at stake on the ocean as well as on the coast, I
respectfully ask that you will order one or more gunboats constantly
to patrol the coast of Maine,

In making this request I feel that I am but simply domg my duty.
We are at war with a brave, energetic adversary, fruitful in resources,
ready to strike at any exposed point, and which, with one or two pn‘at
ical cruisers, besides destroying a great amount of tonnage, has driven
a large share of our commerce under t;he protection of the flags of other
nations.

The exploits of the Florida within the present month should warn us
that we are hardly safe outside our defenses.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAML. CORRY,
Governor of Maine.
Hon. GipEON WELLES,
Secretary of tke Navy.
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Report of Commander Collins, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Wachu-
sett, of the transfer of command of the U. 8. storeship Relicf, on account
of the illness of Adting Master Turner, U. 8. Navy.

U. S. S, WACHUSETT,
o Rio de Janeiro, July 19, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to report the arrvival of the U. S, storeship
~ Relief at this place on the Tth instant, with Acting Master BE. S. Turner
in charge, utterly incapacitated trom performing any duty in couse-
quence of an attack-of paralysis.

I have therefore appoiited Acting Master J. H. Stimpson, of this
vessel, to the command in his stead, and I enclose herewith a copy of
the letter of appointment. o , . ;

I have detached Acting Busign R. B. Moores from the Relief, to be
ordered to the Onward on her arrival here, in exchiange for one of the
acting masters of that vessel, whom I will order to this ship as navi-
gating master, '

Should Acting Master Turner, now in the hospital here, sufficiently
recover to perform the voyage, I will have him seut to the United States
at an early opportunity.

The Reltef will sail on the 21st instant.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N. COLLINS,
Commander.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, ' g
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. 0.

{Tologram.)
NAvYy DEPARTMENT, July 19, 1864,
Let Drayton* give precise directions and a ship will be sent to follow
them precisely. 1f successtul he will be at once released uncondition-
ally and Congress asked to reward him. Send on his directions by
telegraph, as the vessel is ready and can leave to-morrow, One vessel
was ordered to Martinique three days ago.
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.
Major STEPHEN CABOT,
Commanding Fort Warren, Boston Harbor.

Letler from the U, S. consul, Paramaribo, Dutch Guiana, to the Secretary
of the Navy, forwarding information regarding a Confederate vessel,

U. S. CONSULATE,
Paramaribo, July 20, 1864,
Sir: I beg to inform you that the captain of the brig Luis Marina,
which arrived here last evening, reports that on the 17th of June he
wa# spoken by a rebel eraft in the South Channel, When she first hove -
in sight she had the Stars and Stripes at her peak, but on the captain’s
showing his (the English) flag she hauled down the Stars and ran up
the rebel concern and bore away. She was bark-rigged, but could not
distinguish whether she was a steamer or not,
I am, your most obedient servant,
« HENRY SAWYER, U. 8. Consul.
Hon. GIpEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

- * 8eo p. 125,
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[ Telegram,) .
HALIFAX, July 20, 1864,
(Received at Washington 5: 50 p. m.)
Lieutenant Kell and several of crew [of | dlabama, and also several
of crew |of'| Rappahannock, arrived here in Europa last night, Desti-
nation unknown,

M. M. JACKSON,

U. S. Consul.
IIon., W. H. SEWARD.

Report of Captain Price, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. ship Jamestown,
of protection extended to the U. S, minister to Japan.

U. S, SHIP JAMESTOWN,
Off Yeddo [Japan), July 20, 1864.
Sir: I have the honor to inform the Department that on the 13th
instant, at the request of General Pruyn, our minister resident in Japan,
I took him on board and brought him to this place, and on the morning
of the 16th landed with a guard of sixty men and escorted him to his
residence in Yeddo. ;
The guard remains, and will continue as long as the minister shall
deem it necessary to his safety, in the capital, :
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C10ERO PRICE, ,
Captain, U. S. Navy.
Hon, GIDEON WELLES, , -
Secretary of the Navy, Washington..

Report of Commander Preble, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. ship St.
Louwis, of the arrival of that vessel at St. Michael, Azores, transmitting
consular memoranda regarding suspictous vessels in those waters.

U. 8. SrLoor oF WAR ST, LouIs,
Ponta Delyada, 1sland of St. Michael, July 21, 1864.

Sik: I have the honor to inform you of our arrival at this port on the
20th instant, fourteen days from Madeira, the passage having been
tediously protracted by a succession of calms and light winds. I pro-
pose to sail for Terceira and Fayal on the 24th,

1 enclose our consular agent’s memorandums of blockade runmners
and other suspicious steamers seen from St. Michael [ Azores| since our
visit here in February., : v

A side-wheel, two-piped, schooner-rigged, iron steamer, the Flsie, of
Glasgow, arrived to-day, five days from Queenstown, and bound to
Nassau., She has all the characteristics of a blockade runner, and is
the counterpart of the Mary Bowers, of Glasgow, which left Madeira
on the 3d of July for Nassau, They are to run between Nassau and
Southern ports. , :

The steamer reported by Mr, Hickling as seen on the 29th of February,
and supposed by him [to bg) the Florida, could not have been her, as
she was then at Madeira. The burning bark, I imagine, was a whaling
bark trying out, as we have heard of no vessel destroyed at that tinie
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in that neighborhood, and it is the second vessel that has been reported
to me as seen burning near St. Mary [Santa Maria].
Very respectfully, your obedient servant. ,
GEo. fE{ENRY PREBLE,
Oommander, U. 8. Navy.
Hon, GIDEON WELLES, y
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. 0.

P, S.—July 22.—1 am informed that the last three steamers which
have arrived here are part of a fleet of eighteen now being prepared
for the same company.

Very respectfully,
G. H. P.
[ Enclosure.}

. ST, MICHAEL, July 20, 1864.

Singe Captain Preble (St. Louis) was here in February I have to
record :

February 23, 1864.—English steamer Sea Queen, Captain , from
Matamoras for England, with 1,623 bales cotton, for coal.
February 29.—A. large steamer passed the rowistead to the eastward,

“close in. Supposed to be the Florida, as a few days after a bark was
burning near the chief town of St. Mary [Santa Maria.]

May 3.—English steamer Mary Celestina, from Glasgow for Bermuda,
took in coal.

June 13.—A large steamer was in the bay north of this island
cruising, ‘ : ; :

June 17.—Two steamers were in same bay cruising to and fro.

June 24.—Xnglish steamer Falcon (290), Captain Fisher, from Glas-
gow for Bermuda, took in 260 tons coal.

July 16.—English steamer Flamingo, Captain Atkinson, from Glas-
gow via Queenstown, brought dates [news] to 9th July. The captain
reported that two or three steamers were coming for coal.

July 21.—Steamer Hisie, of Glasgow, five days from Queenstown,
brought news from United States to July 1, )

- THOMAS HICKLING,

[Telegram.]
NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 22, 1864.

* If you are satisfied that Drayton will go in & man-of-war you are
authorized to release him and direct him to call on Captain Steedman,
commanding U. 8. 8, Ticonderoga, at Now York, who will have orders
to take him, Answer by telegraph. ,
: GIDEON WELLES,
; Secretary of the Navy.,
Major STEPHEN CABOT,
Commanding Post at Fort Warren, Boston.

Report of Commander Preble, U. S. Navy, commanding U. 8. ship St.
Lom‘;x, regarding landsmen and boys for vacancies on United States
vessels,

U. 8. SLoor or WAR 81. Louis,
Ponta Delgada, Island of St. Michael, July 23, 1864.
Sir: While at Madeira T shipped nine of the islanders, with consent
of the governor, as landsmen and boys, to fill vacancies on board,

The difficulty was to resist the importunity of applicants. I find the

same here. Should the Department wish for any number of landsmen
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or boys they can be easily obtained at any of these islands, and with-
out infringement of any laws of neutrality. From my past experience
I know that the Madeirienses [Madeirans| become good seamen, and
‘generally remain in and are attached to the service, A vessel coming
on the station could fill up her complement of landsmen and boys at
the Azores or Madeira without paying bounties and without taking
any from home service. / ,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ‘

GEo. HENRY PREBLE,
Commander, U. 8. Navy.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, C.

Instructions from the Secretary of the Navy to Commander Collins, U. 8.
Navy, commanding U. 8, 8. Wachusett, in relation to the search for
COonfederate vessels,

- NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 23, 1864.

SIR: From information which has been communicated to the Depart-
ment it is thought that the pirate Florida, which has recently been
depredating near our coast, will proceed toward the line or to the vicin-
ity of the [As] Rocas. It wouldbe well, therefore, for you to be on the
alert, :

If you should meet with a sailing vessel suspected of being a tender
to these pirates, hoist Marryat’s signal No. 5 at the fore. If replied to
by the same signal, search the vessel for extra crew or for any other
objects that will authorize a seizure.

Very respectfully, ete.,
GI1DEON WELLES,
Secretary of Navy.

Commander N. COLLINS,
Commanding U, 8. 8, Wachusett, Balia, Brazil.

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U. S. Navy, commanding West
India Squadron, regurding U. S. steamers Powhatan and Gulatea.

FLAGSHIP POWHATAN,
Cape Huaitien, July 23, 1864.
Sir: I have the honor to report the Powhatan and Galatea at this
port; all well,
1 shall sail to-morrow for a short cruise to the Windward Islands.
The Galatea will continue the convoy of the California steamers.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
(Ia IJ‘ IJA.RDNER"
Acting Rear-Admiral, Commanding West Indie Squadron.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.
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Order of the Seoretary of the Navy to C'aptam Wmslmo, U. 8. Navy, com.
manding U. S. 8. Kcarsarge, to oruise in scarch of C. 8. 8. Florida.

Oonﬁdentxal] NAVY DEPARTMENT,
‘ Washington, July 23, 1864,

SIR: The Flomda has commltted some depredatxons on our coast and
departed probably for Murtmiqua, whence she will no doubt cruise to
thesouthward and eastward in the track of our homeward-bound vessels
via the Cape of Good Hope, as has been the case heretofore. On the
receipt of this order you will fill up with coal, and, keeping your depar-
ture a secret from every person, you will proceed with all pmctwable :
dispatch to the ground indicated above, touchin only for coal on the
way. If nothing is heard of the Florida in cruis ng to the southward
and westward, go to Fernando de Noronha, the|[As] Rooas, Martinique,

~and St. Thomas, thence home.

If you meet with & smlmg vessel suspected of bemg atender to these
plrates’ hoist Marryat’s signal No. b at the fore. If replied to by the
same signal, search the vessel for extra crew and for any other objects
‘that will authorize a seizure.

I trust that you may close your cruise by the same exhibition of Qkill E

which has already been so creditable to you.
Very respectfully, ete., ‘
; (GIDEON WELLES,
’ Secrctary of Navy.
Captain JOHN A. Wm%ow
Commanding U. 8. 8. Kenrmrqe, Cherbourg, France.

[Telegram.)

Fon'r WARREN, Boston | Mass.), July 23, 1864,

o ~ (Recetved at Washington 9:20 a, m.)
Telegram received. Will send Drayton with an officer to New York,
reporhng him to Captain Steedman by p. m, train.
t  Very respectfully, ;
8. OAnor, ,
~ ‘ ; Major, Commanding ost,

Hon. G. WELLEs. ‘

{Teolegram.) )
NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 23, 1864.
Raceive on board the Ticonderoga Mr. Drayton, a gentlomnn from
Boston. Confidential mstructlom to you by to-night’s mail.
‘ ‘ GIDEON WELLES,
o o Secretary of Navy.
Captain CiAS, STEEDMAN, .
Commanding U. 8. S. Tzcom)croqa, New York,

lnstructmns of the Secretary of the Navy to (Japtam Steedman, U, S.
- Navy, commanding U, 8. 8. Ticonderoga, regarding a cruise in search
of the C. 8. 8. Florida,
_ Navy DFPARTMFNT, July 23, 1864,
SIR: Transmitted herowith are confidential instructions of this dnte,
directing you to proceed in search of the Florida. If in the course of
your cruising in pursuance of those instructions you should not, after
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a reasonable time, hear of the Florida, or should learn that she has

entered a port of Europe, you will return home. Keep the Department
advised of your movements.
Very respectfully, etc.,
) GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of Navy.
Captain CHAS. STEEDMAN,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Ticonderoga, New York.

[Enclosure.)
Confidential.) ) NAVY DEPARTMENT,
; R Washington, July 23, 1864,

SIR: Mr. A, L. Drayton,* a Soutliern planter, captured last year in the
Tacony, has given reliable information concerning the Florida, and is
willing ahd anxious to assist in her capture by indicating her future
movements. He says she will be at the [As]:Rocas, about latitude
3¢ 65/ 8., longitude 33° 43’ W., on or about the 26th August; and, to
conceal the movement and the object of his mission on board, I have
given him the enclosed appointment, which you will present to him,
and thus no one but yourself and Mr. Draytoun will have any knowledge
of the mission you are to embark upon. IHow far this gentleman’s
knowledge can be depended upon it is impossible to say, but you will
use every exertion to be at the [As] Rocas before the 26th proximo, and
then act upon your own judgment, after hearing all Mr. Drayton has
to say.

Yo?; will be following out the wishes of the Department by pursuing

the Fioride wherever she has gone, and no seunior officer will interfere
with this duty. o :

Very respectfully, ;
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.
Captain CHARLES STEFDMAN, _
Commanding U. 8. 8, Ticonderoga, Navy Yard, New York.

[Subenclosure. )

NAvY DEPARTMENT, Washington, July 23, 1864,
Sir: You are hereby appointed a pilot in the U. S. Navy on tempo-
rary service, and you will report for duty to Captain Charles Stecedman
U. S. Navy, commanding the U, 8, 8. Ziconderoga, at New York.
Very respecttully,

~

GIDEON. WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy,
Mr. A, L. DRAYTON, ‘ '

New York.

[Telegram.]

_ NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 23, 1564.
Do not sail under Department’s orders until you have thoroughly
sifted the report of the Floride being near Ialifax, Report by tele-
graph,
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretury of Navy.

Oaptain CHAS, STEEDMAN,
Commanding U. S. 8. Ticonderoga, New York,

* Seo pyp, 120, 122,
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Order of the Secretary of the Navy to Oaptain Walke, U. S. Navy, com-
manding U. S. 8. Sacramento,

NAvVY DEPARTMENT, July 23, 1864.

S1r: Your dispatches reporting your arrival on the European coast
have been received. You will remain there for the protection of our
commerce and interests until otherwise ordered.

Very respectfully,
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of Navy.

Captain H. WALKE,

Commanding U. S. 8. Sacramento, Cherbourg, France.

(Telegram.]

NAvY DEPARTMENT, July 24, 1864,
Several important telegraphic dispatches sent yesterday to Captain
Steedman have not been acknowledged. Direct him to proceed to
carry out his confidential instructions, unless his pilot has other infor-
mation,
GIDEON WELLES,
‘ Secretary of Navy.
Rear-Admiral HiIRAM PAULDING, ’
Commandant Navy Yard, New York,

{Telegram.}

NAvy YARrD, NEW YORK, July 24, 1864.
(Received at Washington 4:30 p. m.)
Captain Steedman reccived Department’s telegram., Pilot investi-
gating. 'Will go to sea to-morrow.
H. PAULDING,
Commandant.
Hon. GipEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy.

Reply of the Secretary of the Navy to Captain Walke, U. S. Navy, com-
manding U, 8. 8. Sacramento, regarding an increase of the crew of that
vessel,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 25, 1864.

SIr: In reply to your letters of April 30 and June 28, requesting an
increase of the crew and battery of the U. S. S, Sacramento (second
rate), under your command, you are informed that in the judgment of
the Department the number of the crew (202), exclusive of marines, as
shown by your return of April 1, 1864, is sufficient to fully man the
battery and other divisions of the Sacramento.

The weight of the present battery of the Sacramento is very nearly
the same as that of her original battery, and it is not deemed desirable
to increase it.

Yery respectfully, .
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy,
Captain H, WALKE,
Qommanding U, 8, S, Sagramento,
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Report of the commandant navy yard, New York, of the departure of the
U. 8. 8. Ticonderoga.

. NAvVY YARD, NEW Yonx, July 25, 1864.
SIR: The U. 8, 8, Ticonderoga, Captain Steedman commandmg, left
this yard this day at 1 p, m,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. PAULDING,

, Commandant,
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

Letter from the U, 8. minister to GQreat Britain to OOmhzodore Craven,
U. 8. Navy, commanding U, 8. 8. Niagara, regarding the éxpected
departure from Liverpool of the steamer Georgia.

. LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
London, July 27, 1864,

Sir: Ilearn from the vice-consul of the United States at Liverpool
that the steamer heretofore known as the Japan, or the Georgia, pur-
porting to have been sold or transferred to British subjects, is about to

sail from Liverpool for some destination unknown, but believed to be
with unfriendly intentions to the United States.

The validity of a sale of a belligerent vessel in a neutral port in time
of war has ever been denied by Great Britain when a party to the war,
and is now denied by the United States, This vessel is therefore open

-to capture and condemnation as lawful prize of war wherever she may
be found upon the high seas, no matter what may be the national char-
acter she assumes.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
OCHARLES I‘RANGIS ADAMS,

Commodore Turos. T. CRAVEN, U. 8. Navy
U. 8. 8. jViagam

(Same letter as above was sent to Captain John A. Winslow, U, 8.
Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Kearsarge.)

Letter from the assistant secretary of legation at London to Captain Wins-
low, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Kearsarge, giving mformatwn
regarding the steamer Georgia (Japan), at Liverpool.

LoNDoN, July 27, 1864.

h{Y DeAR Sir: I beg to forward another letter received from Liver-
poo

The Georgia, or Japan, is still at that port, but evidently preparing
for mischief. iler brass tracks, or rails, for the gun carriages have been
taken up from the sk and ‘stowed in her stokehole, but no other
change has been made in her as a man-of-war, although it is pretended
that she was lately sold for commercial purposes. She has also attached
to her three of the noncommissioned officers who were in her before, one
of whom, named Jackson, formerly quartermaster, is now called gunuer.
She has likewise been joined by the boatswmu of the Alabama, and
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Semmes i8 at Liverpool with Bulloch concocting some roguery. It is
reported that her nettings are to be fitted up for the hammocks. She
has not made any preparation yet for sea, but she could be coaled and
ready in twenty-four hours, _ ; ,

A blockade runner called the Owl, said to be fast, is ready to sail
from Liverpool, and Semmes may go in her. Kell is said to have gone
three weeks ago in a blockade runner from the above port.

I am, my dear sir, your obedient servant,
. BENJAMIN MORAN.

Captain JoEN A. WiNsLow, U. S. Navy.

Letter from QOaptain Winslow, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. S. Kear-
sarge, to Commodore Oraven, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Niagara,
regarding O. 8. S. Rappahannock.

‘ ] U. 8. 8. KEARSARGE,
: Off Dover, July 28, 1864.
Sir: I enclose herewith certain documents for your consideration. I
have no one to copy them and am therefore compelled to ask you to

return them after perusal. o
I am watching the Rappahannock. She has steam up every day.

Report says [she] is about being towed to Cherbourg by a French man-

of- war, -

I have written Mr. Dayton to enquire into it, but in the meantime am
on the lookout. , :
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNo. A. WINSLOW.-
Oommodore T. T. CRAVEN, :
Antwerp.,

Report of Commander Rodgers, U, 8. Nawvy, commanding U, 8. 8. Iro-
quois, of the arrival of that vessel at Brest, France, from New York.

U. 8. 8. IroqQuors,
Harbor of Brest, France, July 29, 1864,

S1iRr: I have the honor to report the arrival of the Iroquois at Brest
this morning after a passage of less than nineteen days from New York,
a large part of which was made under sail. We have had an unusually
rough passage for the season, and much disagreeable weather. The
ship is a good sea boat, although very wet and uncomfortable,

I am led to believe that the change in her battery has made her
mulgh easier at sea—that she rolls less heavily and with a decreased

jerk. ' o ,

I have several very intelligent petty officers on board, who have
served in the ship in all her cruises, and they are very positive in the
assertion of this opinion, which is also held by the boatswain, Mr.
Downs, who served in the ship under Captain Case. I have much con-
- fidence in his judgment. :

The officers and crew are in good health, As soon as I can take in
coal I shall beready for service, I have not yet seen our consul, as the
ship has been placed in quarantine, from which she will be released in
a day or two.
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I have informed our minister at Paris of my arrival, and of the instruc-
tions under which I have come hither, e .
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Oo Rt P. RODGERS’ . A ¥
- ; Commander, U, 8. Navy,
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, ;
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, O.

Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to the Governor of Maine, relative
to proteotion of American interests in that quarter.

| | NAVY DEPARTMENT, July 29, 1864, -
S1r: In reply to your letter of the 18th instant, I have the honor to
inform you that the coast of Maine will occasionally be visited by our
men-of-war for the protection of American interests in that quarter,
but the Department has no vessel which it can permanently station off
that coast without interfering with other and more important service,
Very respectfully, o . »
GIDEON WELLES,
‘ ) o ‘ Secretary of the Navy.
His Excellency SAMUEL CORRY, : ~
4 : Governor State of Maine,

Report of Commodore Oraven, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Niagara,
- of civilities extended to the officers of that vessel while in the port of
Antwerp, Belgium, :

; - U.,B. 8. NIAGARA,
Off Start Point, English Ohannel, August 1, 1804,

Sir: On the 16th ultimo I had the honor to inform you of my return
to Antwerp, after an unsuccessful cruise in search of the pirate Florida.

In consequence of information received on the 28th ultimo from our
minister at London, I am now on my way to Liverpool to intercept, if
possible, and send 1&0 the United States the steamer heretofore known
as the Japan, or the Georgia, purporting to have been sold or trans-
ferred to British subjects. , , - ; ,

In taking leave of the Scheldt it seems proper that I should bring
particularly to your notice the very kind manner in which the arrival
of the Nia{},am was welcomed: there by the good citizens of Antwerp,
Immediately on my first arrival there I called upon the two governors,
civil and military, and the burgomaster, and exchanged salutes with their
flag. From that time until our final departure there was one constant
interchange of civilities between us. -After visiting the authorities of
the city I went to Brussels and, accompanied by our minister, Mr. San-
ford, called upon the ministers of foreign affairs, of war, and of marine,
and a few days before leaving was presented to the Duke of Brabant,
These visits were all promptly returned, when I availed myself of the
many opportunities of firing the proper salutes and to show to them the
Niagara, the first American vessel of war and the largest ship which
had ever visited the waters of Belgium, '

N W R—VOL XI——9
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‘On the evening of the 22d ultimo General Desert, the military gov-
ernor, paid us the high compliment of heading a large party of sere.
naders, which, putting off upon two pontoons, anchored near the ship .
and regaled us with their music for nearly two hours.. Besides the
kindly feeling and the deep sympathy in our troubles expressed toward
us by those in high office, we had every evidence of the same senti-
ments wherever we were thrown in contact with their people, and in
acknowledgment of their civilities, excepting at times of exercise, our
ship was thrown open to all visitors, and it is an inside estimate when
tI; say that no less than 30,000 persons availed themselves of the oppor-

unity. T '
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
, THos. T. CRAVEN, U. 8, Navy.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES, :
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, O,

Letter yrom tne assistant seoretary of legation, London, to Captain Winslow,
U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Kearsarge, regarding the movements
of the steamer Georgia (Japan).

) [ LONDON’ A“gﬂBt 2’ 1864. .

My DEAR SIr: The Georgia entered outward yesterday at Liverpool
to load for Lisbon and west coast of Africa. She is entered by E. Bates, -
a rebel agent, and W, Withacomb is rated as master.

She is still rebel and is going out on her old trade. ;

Semmes was at Liverpool on Thursday last, but there is no trace of
him since. It is supposed he has gone into the country. Sinclair isat
Liverpool. ,

The Sacramento will be at Falmouth to.day. I have telegraphed
Captain Walke about the movements of the Japan, alias Georgia.

With best regards, most truly, yours,
BENJN, MORAN.

QOaptain JOBN A, WiInsLow, U, 8. Navy.

Report of Captain Walke, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Sacramento,
, Zegar@ing supposed blockade runners Hope and Hlla and the steamer
eorgia. :

U, 8. 8. SACRAMENTO,
Falmouth, England, August 2, 1864,

Sir: I have the nonor of reporting the Sacramento at this port this
morning from Oork, Ireland., Upon the representations of the consul
at Cork to our minister at London that there were two large, powerful
steamers in that port, viz, the Hope, of Liverpool, and the Ella, of
Glasgow, evidently built for blockade running, and flying the robel flag
at foremast-head while they were in that port, and his Excellency
~ Charles F. Adams sending information to me that these vessels would be
legal prizes if captured at sea, I immediately had the engines got ready
and started for that port; but the rebel vessels had sailed several days
previous to my arrival. I proposed to go to the Western Islands in
search, of them, [to] which Mr. Adams replied by telegraph that I must
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do as I thought best., I then ran over to this port for any communica-
tions by the mail just arrived, as my orders are to cruise on the coast of
Europe. 1 have just received ‘another telegram from Mr. Adams, inform-

ing me that the Qeorgia enwred outward yesterday at Liverpool for
Lisbon,

‘The Niagara, I am mformed i8 also there. I will go out in search of
the Georgia and cruise down the coast as far as Lisbon and Cadiz,
where I will get provisions, stores, and coal, as I can not get such
clothing required for our crew ready-made. We have visited the ports
of Cherbourg, Dover, Boulogne, Flushing, Antwerp, Cork and Fal-
mouth since we left Lisbon.

" Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

HENRY WALKE
O’aptmn
Hon. GIDEON WELLES
Secretary of the Ncwy, Washington, D. C.

Report of Qommander Oollins, U. 8. Navy, commanding U 8. 8. Wachu-
sett, of the intended departure of that vessel from Rio de Janeiro in
search of the 0. 8. 8. Florida.

U. 8. 8. WACHUSETT,
Rio de Jameiro, August 3, 1864,
Sir: Our consul here received yesterday from our consul at Bahia
information of a rumor at the latter place of the presence of the rebel
steamer F'lorida on the northern coast of this Empire,
I will therefore proceed to sea this day to carry out the instructions
of the Department.
The U. 8, ship Onward, now here, will also leave to-morrow for the
saIe purpose.
The U. 8. storeship Relief sailed on the 23d day of Julyfrom ‘here for
her place of destination.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N.' CoLLINS,
s Commander.
Hon., GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

{Telogram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, August 4, 1864,
Land at quarantine all the sick of the Merrimac and all who have a
tendency to fever and then send the Merrimac on a cruise to the fish-
ing grounds as far as St. John’s, Newfoundland, to return to Ports-
mouth, N. H., by the 1st of Sepiember. Send the Asoutney, Lieutenant-
Cowmander thhell, to Washington, ‘
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of Navy.
Rear-Admiral HIRAM PAULDING
Commandant Navy Yard, New York,
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Letter fwom the assistant seoretary of U, 8. legation, London, to the U. S,
vice-consul at Liverpool, regarding the oharter by the Portuguese Gov-
ernment of steamer Georgia,

, '~ LONDON, August 4, 1864,

My DeAr Sik: I at once; on the receipt of your note, wrote to the
Chevalier dos Santos about the Georgia’s having been chartered by his
Government. IIe wrote back that— .

The Portuguese Government have chartered the steamer Georgia, now at Liver.

00l, not to convey troops from Lisbon to Africa, but to ply (L believe under the
ipglish flag) botween Portugal and our possessions in Africa.

He further adds that if there is anything wrong in this he is sure his
Government will give all neédful explanations,

I have told him that we still consider the vessel a pirate and will
capgure her at sea if possible. This may put an end to the charter
party. ,

Ag matters stand the depositions will not be used now, but Commo-
dore Craven should not let the Japan escape.

Mr. Adams is out of town.

There are no letters-for the Niagara.

Ever truly, yours, :
; B. MORAN.

H. WILDING, Esq.,

U. 8. Vice-Consul, Liverpool,

Report of Acting Rear-Admiral Lardner, U, S. Navy, commanding West
India Squadron, regarding the movements of flagship Powhatan.

FLAGSHIP POWHATAN,
OJape Haitien, August 5, 1864,
Sir: I have the honor to report this ship from 8t. Thomas, whence,
having obtained a small supply of provisions, filled up with coal, and
remained long enough  to hear from all the Windward Islands, I
- returned to this port,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. L. LARDNER,
Acting Rear- Admiral, Commanding West India Squadron,
Hon. GIpEON WELLES, :
Secretary of the Navy. !

Report of Captain Steedman, U. 8. Navy, commanding U, S. S, Ticon-
deroga, of movements of that vessel in search of 0. 8, 8. Florida.

U, 8. 8. TICONDEROGA,
St. Thomas, West Indies, August 5, 1864,
Sir: T have the honor to report my arrival here on the 3d instant.
H_twing filled up with coal and made some necessary repairs to the
engines, 1 will leave to-Oay to carry out my instructions, looking into
Fort Royal (Martinique) and perhaps Barbados, .
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I can hear nothing of the movements of the Florida, with the excep-
tion of a vague rumor that she has run into Wilmington, to which I
give no credit. , ‘

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ,
CHAS, STEEDMAN,
; Captain.

Hon, GIDEON WELLES,

Seoretary of the Navy.

Letter from the U, 8. vice-consul at Liverpool to Commodore Oraven, U. 8.
‘Navy, commanding U, 8. 8. Niagara, regarding expected departure of
steamer Georgia to Portugal,

- U. 8., OONSULATE, LIVERPOOL,
Tower Building, South Water Street, August 8, 1864,

OoMMODORE: It was unfortunate that your boat came so late on
Friday morning, for when I returned I found a message waiting that
the Georgia had been detained at the request of the Portuguese minister,
and it was then too late to let you know. o

The Georgia is here yet. She was just going through the gate on
Friday when the order came by telegraph to stop her until farther
orders. To-day orders came to let her go, and at tide turn she left the
dock and is now at anchor off the Rock Fort. I think she will go
during the night, and when she has gone I will telegraph you, care of
consul at Lisbon. ‘ , :

I am informed this morning that the lientenant commanding at th
North Fort had his guns ready to exchange salutes with youn as you
went down, and waited for you to fire first. As you did not fire, but
only dippe(i your flag, he only did the same, I have explained that yon
wished to be courteous, and that there must be some mistake as to the
etiquette as to who should fire first. As you were going out I shonld
think he should have fired first, but I am not posted in naval etiquette.

Yours, truly,
Hy. WILDING.

Oommodore CRAVEN,

Tnstructions from the Secretary of the Navy to Commander Rodgers, U. 8.
Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Iroquois, for an cxtended cruise for the

protection of American commeroe,

NAVY DEPARTMENT, August 9, 1864,

S1r: On the receipt hereof you will leave the coast of Europe with
the Iroquois and proceed to Madeira, thence to the Onnary Islands, the
Oape Verde Islands, Fernando do Noronha, along the coast of Brazil,
touching at Rio de Jza,neiro and Montevideo, and across to the Capo of
Good Hope, anchoring on the way at Iristan da Cunha if convenient.

From the Cape of Good Hope you will proceed to Batavia, via Mauri-
tins and Bombay, or, if more convenient, direct to Batavia. The latter
place will be your headquarters, to which all dispatches and other mail
matter for you will be sent. ' ’

Your cruising ground will be generally between Batavia and the
passagés to the eastward through which our commerce goes, and as far -
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west as Bombay, If any rebel craft should appear east of the Oapa of
Good Hope it will be your duty to follow her without regard to the
limitations of your cruising ground as above indicated. ‘

The chief object of your cruise is the protection of our commerce in
the East against the depredations of rebel privateers, and you will use
all vigilance to detect and arrest any movement of that kind, It is not
~ known that there is at this time any piratical vessel under the rebel
flag east of the Oape of Good Hope, but they may be dispateched thither,
On your way out make diligent enquiry at the several poiuts at which
you touch for information concerning pirates, but keep' your rnovements
to yourself, : .

Communicate with the Department as opportunities offer,

Very respectfully, ete., £
GipEON WHLLES,
Secretary of Navy.

Commander O. R. P, RODGERS, ,

Commanding U. 8. 8. Iroquots, Brest, France.

Order of the Secretary of the Navy to the commandant navy yard. New
York, regarding the U. 8. S. Susquehanna.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, August 10, 1864,

Smr: Have the Susquekanna kept ready for sea and anchored in a
convenie(;xt situation and prepared for any orders that the Department
may send, .

y Very respectfully, ete.,

' : GIDEON WELLES
A Secretary of l‘favy.
Rear-Admiral HIRAM PAULDING,
Commandant Navy Yard, New York.

- . e st

Report of Oaptain Price, U, 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. ship Jamestown,
regarding affairs in Japan, transmitting letter from the U. 8. minister
to that country. :

U, 8, Ssmp] JAMESTOWN,
Yokohama, August 10, 1864.

Sir: This ship returned from Yeddo to this anchorage on the 7th
instant, the minister having completed the business that took him to
that place, satisfactorily, I believe. ; ‘

In this connection I enclose his communication to me of the 8th
instant, Whileat Yeddo intelligence reached that place that the Awer-
ican steamer Monitor was fired into in the early part of July at the liitle
harbor of Tukagawa [Tokuyama], in latitude 34° 23’ N., {longitude]
1310 8’ K., in the dominions of the Prince of Nagato, The pretext for
going into that place was the want of coal and water, on her way from
Hakodadi to Nagasaki.

The Monitor has been knocking about Japan for the past twelve
months for sale, Our minister at once brought the affair to the notice
of the Tycoon’s Government, and as soon as they get the particulars
they promise to treat of it, This prince is the most rebellious of all
tlzf ﬂgimios,,and it is he whom the combined treaty powers propose to
attack.,



OPERATIONS OF THE ORUISERS—UNION. 185

This day the British ships returned from the Inland Sea, where they
had been to deliver the ultimatum of the treaty powers. I think the
reply is not satisfactory, as he asks for more time, A few days will
determine what action will be taken, ‘ o , -

The French will now join the other treaty powers, as the admiral has
informed me since my return from Yeddo. I suppose a meeting of the
naval g?mxglanders and the military will be held in a day or two upon
the subject. ,

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant,

‘ CI10ERO PRICE,
L , Captain.
Hon. GThEON WELLES, ;

Becretary of the Navy, Washington.

[Baclosure.)

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES IN JAPAN, )
o . Kanagawa, August 8, 1864,
S1r: The Japanese Government having arranged to my satisfaction
the claims which I had been instructed to make by the President of the
United States, it is my pleasant duty to acknowledge the great assist-
ance which you so promptly rendered me in bringing the negotiations
to a successful termination, o o ST
The small naval force in these waters left me little choice as to the
mode of procedure. Had it been much larger, however, I should have
adopted: the course which I determined on, and which has proved, as I
expected, entirely successfal. , '
Fortunately, the Gorojio, by formally and in writing announcing their
inability to guarantee mg safety in Yeddo, enabled me to apply to you
for a guard for the legation on resuming my residence in Yeddo, which
I determined to do for the purpose of bringing pending negotiations to
a speedier issue, o , o
I have now to thank you for your prompt compliance with my wishes,
and to announce to you that I shall not fail to inform the Secretary of
State of the high discipline and uniform good conduct of the officers
and men detailed by you as a legation guard. ‘
Though located for more than three weeks in the heart of Yeddo, and
in constant contact with the Japanese officers and soldiers, with whom
they pleasantly fraternized, not an wunpleasant word, or even -an
unfriendly look, marred the uniform good feeling which prevailed.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
, ~ - BorerT H, PRUYN, N
Minister Resident in Japan,
Captain O. PRIOE, : ,

Commanding U. 8. Ship Jamestown.

s e o A A

Letter from Oaptain Price, U, 8. Niw%;‘ commanding U. 8. ship James-
town, to the U, 8, minister fo Japan, acknowledging commendatory letter,

U. 8. 8[H1P] JAMESTOWN, -
; L Yokohama, August 10, 1864, -
_Bir: I have great pleasure in acknowledging the receipt of your very
civil and flattering letter of the 8th instant, growing out of the connec-
tion of this ship with your late residence in Yeddo. k '
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The officers and men who composed the legation guard will be as
much gratified as myself at the complimentary terms in which yon
speak of their discipline and good conduct. i

The duty devolved upon the guard was a very delicate one, To str-
round your residence for the time it did, in the center of a very large
city and among a prejudiced and sensitive people, and that, too, with.
- out unfriendly collision of any kind, but to leave behind a friendly
feeling, is certainly more than I had anticipated. ;

1 shall have great pleasure in forwarding your commanieation to the
Navy Department. I beg to offer you my hearty congratulations upon
the success of your mission to the capital, and to express the belief
that both our Government and people will duly apéxreciate the energy
and éggti'severance which marked so signually and successfully your
proceedings.

I haz,e the honor to be, with the highest respect, your most obedient
servan -
A O10ERO PRICE,

; . Captain, U. 8. Navy.
Hon. Ror1. H. PRUYN,
Minister Resident to Japan, Kanagawa, )

Report of COaptain Winslow, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Kear-
sarge, of the receipt of Department’s orders.

Off Dover, England, August 11, 1864,
S1r: I have the honor to inform the Department of receipt of the
letter* of the 23d ultimo, marked confidential, -1 shall proceed to-g:f
in obedience to the order, carrying out the instructions as indicated,
and subsequently returning to the United States, '
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. JNO, A. WINSLOW,
Oaptain.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Seorctary of ths Navy, Washington, D. O,

[Telegram.)
LIVERrooL, August 11, 1864—11: 15 a. m.
Georgia sailed this morning, Inform Niagara. ‘
[THoMAs H, DUDLEY,)
[U. 8] Consul, Liverpool.
AMERIOAN OONSUL,
‘ Lisbon. ’

Report of Commander Oarter, U, 8. Navlg, commanding U, 8. 8, Miohi-
gan, of affairs at Johnson's Lsland, Lake Erie.

U. 8, B, MIOHIGAN,
Sandusky, Ohio, August 11, 1864,

811 : I feel it my duty to report to the Department that this ship has
been lying within a cable’s length of the prisén on Johnson’s Island for
over thirty days, in obedience to the order of the Department of July 8.

* Bee p, 124,

4
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The ship’s usefulness at other points on the lake is much impaired,
in my opinion, and is rather an incentive to the large force on shore to
relax their vigilance in guarding the prisoners from escape; and, asan
evidence of the fact, some twenty-two escaped from the prison the day
before yesterday, by assuming the Union uniform, but were all captured
as soon a8 discovered absént, There have been only seven of the pris-
oners who have escaped since the prison was established, and from what
I can learn, they escaped after the force on the island was increased.

1 make this statement that the Department may understand the con-
dition of affairs at this point.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. O, CARTER,
, Commander.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, O.

Search for the O. 8. 8. Tallahassee.
[Telegram.)

FIRE ISLAND [NEW YORK], August 12, 1864,
(Received at Washington 5 p. m.)

The Confederate steamer Tallahassee, commanded by John Taylor
Wood, c%stured last evening six vessels in latitude 400 19 [N}, longitude
720 27' [W]), one of them being pilot boat No, 22; made a cruiser of her.
Sixteen of the passengers and crew have been landed here; the bal-
ance have been sent to New York by schooner Carrol,

The names of the vessels: Schooner Sarah A. Boyce, of Absecon,
sunk; the pilot boat No. 22, brig A, Richards, of Boston, {mrned; bark
Bay State, of Boston, burned; brig [Carrie] Hstelle, Boston, burned;
schooner A, Harton fbrig A. Richards?), of Maine, burned; schooner
Carrol, of Maine, bonded for $10,000, ,

Tallahassce has two pipes, painted white; double serews; two small
masts without yards, hen last seen was ateering southeast.

: Wnm, H. LupLow,

SECRETARY NAVY,

["Tolegram.]

BROOKLYN August 12, 1864,
; (Received at V\}a.shington 6:50 p. m.)
Pirate off Sandy Hook capturing and burning. Have sent Sus-
quehanna, Pontoosue, and Folus in pursuit and hope to get the Grand
Gulf to-morrow. Have seized ice and loading, Hope to get Amphitrite
off to-morrow.
H. PAuLpING
[OOmmam{ant.]
Hon. GIpEON WELLES,
[Telegram.]
NEwW YORK, Angust 12, 1864.
(Received at Wmhiugton 8:45 p. m.)

New pirate Tallahassce, painted white, two funnels, two screws, 230
feet length, 20 beam, fore-and-aft schooner rig, three guns, crew 120 all
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told, mostly soldiers, escaped from Wilmington six days ago. Destroyed
five vessels. Has tho pilot boat James Funk, No. 22, of New York, as
tender, Ohases vessels with Union flag. Last seen steering southeast
to meet o vessel to supply her with coal. Straight stem, no bowsprit.
Said to steam 14 knots, Short of coal. Have conversed with crew of

pilot boat. Pirate commanded by John Taylor Wood, O, 8. Navy.

B. 8. OsBON,
Herald,
G. V., Fox,

Assistant Secretary [ Navy|.

[Telegram.)

BROOKLYN, August 12, 1864,
(Received at Washington $:55 p. m.)
~ Pirate Tallahassee, now committing depredations off New York, is
a small English-buift propeller, square stern, no bowsprit, schooner-
rigged, small masts without yards, two smokestacks, Hull and smoke.
stacks painted white; bottom red. Burns hard c¢oal and is not fast.
: A. LupLow OASE,

For Commandant.
NAVY DEPARTMENT

Order of the commandant navy yard, Néw York, to Captain Btev U, 8, Navy, commanding
U. 8. 8, Pontoosue, to prooeed to sea in search of O, B’.n:f'rmahu:o’o’.

NAvy YARD, NEW YORK, August 12, 1864,
S1r: Proceed to sea and cruise for a piratical steamer, the Talla-
hassee, the description of which is herewith enclosed. Your judgment
must be your guide with the information you may receive. The Sus-
quehanna, Grand Gulf, Pontoosuo, and Folus will be sent.
QGo easterly. .
Your most obedient servant,

H. PAULDING,

: [ Commandant. |
Captain STEVENS,
~ Pontoosuc, New York.

[Telagram.)

NAvVY DEPARTMENT, August 12, 1864, .

Pirate Tallahassee burned vessels Thursday evening in latitude
400 19’ [N.], longitude 720 27 lW.l, and was last seen steering south-
east, but may come down coast. If there are one or two vessels that
can go immediately to sea send up the coast as far as New York. Tal-
lahasses has two pipes, painted white; double screw; two small masts
without yards,

New York pilot boat No. 22 captured and made cruiser of.

GIDEON WELLES .
Secretary l(favy.

SENIOR NAVAL OFFICER, ,

Hampton Roads, Va.
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[Telegram.}

NAvY DEPARTMENT, August 12, 1864,
Pirate Tallahasses burned vessels Thursday evening in latitude 400
19 [N.], longitude 72° 27/ [W.], and last scen southeast, but may work
north, New York pilot boat No, 22 captured and made cruiser of. Get
Dacotak immediately to sea to cruise through Vineyard Sound as far as
Long Island, If any other available vessels at yard send them in pur-
suit. Tallahassee has two pipes, painted white; double screw; two
small masts without yards,
GIpEON WELLES
Seoretary of the Navy.
Rear-Admiral 8, H, STRINGHAM,
Commanding Navy Yard, Boston,

[Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, August 12, 1864,

Pirate Tallahassee burned vessels Thursday evening in latitude 40°
19/ [N.], longitude 720 27/ [W:], and was last seen steering southeast.
New York pilot boat No. 22 captured and made cruiser of. If Mingoe
has not sailed send her on cruise as far east as Nantucket, and in
absence of intelligence there carry out her orders. If any other avail-
able vessels at yard send them in pursuit. ZTallahassee has two pipes,
painted white; double screws; two small maats without yards,

- GIDEON WELLES
Secretary J"avy.
Commodore C. K. STRIBLING,
Commandant Navy Yard, Philadelphia,

{Telegram.]

NAVY DEPARTMENT, August 12, 1864,

Pirate Tallahassee burned vessels Thursday evening in latitude 400
19/ |N.], longitude 72° 27’ (W], and was last seen steering southeast,
Proceed in search without delay, going to Bermuda, and in absence of
intelligence work northward and down coast to Hampton Roads. Com-
municate and advise with any offshore blockaders., Tallahassee has
two pipes, painted white; double screw; two small masts without yards.

GIDEON WELLES
Secretary ﬁavy.

Captain WM. RoGERS TAYLOR, .

Oommanding U. 8. 8, Juniata, Hampton Roads, Va.

Roport of Captain Taylor, U, 8, Navy oommndings‘o. 8. B, Juniata, of departure of that vessel
for ssa on receipt of {nformation regarding 0. 8, 8, Tallahassoo.

U. 8. 8. JUNIATA (Second Rate),
August 12, 1864—10 : 50 p.m,
‘BIR: A telegram from Admiral Paulding, dated to-day, a copy of
which is herewith enclosed, was received by me at 10 p. m. We got
underway immediately in obedience to your order of the 25th ultimo, .



140 ' OPERATIONS OF THE CRUISERS8«—UNION.

directing me to act instantly, according to my judgment, in the event
of an emergency, and are now running to sea. This communication
will be sent back by the pilot. , .
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
, © WM. ROGERS ’fAYLon,

; . Uaptain, U. S. Navy.
Hon., GIDEON WELLES, ,

Secretary of the Navy, Washkington, D, O.

P. 8.—A telegram has already been sent informing you of my intended
departure.

[Enclosure,—Telogram.]

NEw YoRE, August 12, 1864.

Pirate off Sandy Hook has two pipes, painted white; double screws;
two small masts without yards. When last seen, steering southeast,
‘burning. Have sent three vessels, ,
4 N - H. PAULDING,
CoMMANDING NAVAL OFFICER,
[Hampton Roads.]

[Telegram.]

ForT MONROE, August 13, 1864.
) _ (Received at Washington 1 a.m,)
Information just received of a piratical vessel off Sandy Hook. Shall
start immediately in pursuit. )
Wu. RoGERS TAYLOR,
‘ Oaptain, U. 8. 8. Juniata,
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy,

[Telegram.]

|U. 8. 8. R. R, OUYLER,]
Fort Monroe, August 13, 1864,
(Received at Washington 8: 30 a, m.)

I anchored here at 7 p. m, yesterday, Oan have five or six days’ coal
in in time to proceed to sea in chase of Tallahassee by to-morrow morn-
ing. Shall proceed at once to coal ship and await your instructions,

JNO, DOWNES,
Commander,
Hon, GinproN WELLES,.

[Telegram.}

NAVY DEPARTMENT, August 13, 1864

Procced at once to sea, acting upon telegraphic instructions*
addressed [to] Commander Taylor, in possession of Lieutenant-Oom-
mander Upshur, .

) GIpEON WELLES
, Seoretary ﬁaoy.
Commander JNO. DOWNES
Oommanding R. R. Ouyier, Hampton Roads, Va.

* 8ee p. 139,
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[Teleg;'am.]
NAvY DEPARTMENT, August 13, 1864.
Pass over telegraphic instructions addressed to Commander Taylor
to Commander Downes, who will at once proceed to sea.
GIDEON WELLES,
: Seoretary Navy.
Lieutenant-Commander J. H, UPgHUR
Senior Naval Officer, Hampton Roads, Va.

[Telegﬁm.] :

CHARLESTOWN, MAsS., August 13, 1864,
(Received at Washington 10:15 a. m.)
The Tristram Shandy and Dumbarton will sail to-day. The Dacotal’s
guns, spars, and provisions have been landed; officers left, excepting
the captain, paymaster. chief engineer. and gunner, Shall I get her
ready for sea?t | _

S. H. STRINGHAM,

~ [Commandant.]

Hon, GipEON WELLES,

Seoretary Navy.

(Telegram.} , :
NAVY DEPARTMENT, August 13, 1864,
If Dacotah can sail to-morrow morning get her ready with such offi-
cers a8 are available,
GIDEON WELLES,
Seoretary Navy.
Rear-Admiral 8, H, STRINGHAM,
Commandant Navy Yard, Boston.

[Telegram.)
NBW YORK, August 13, 1864,
(Received at Washington 12:30 p. m,)

Oonfederate steamer Tallahassee is reported cruising within 60 miles
of this port, She has already captured six vessels. Will you please
have the necessary measures taken, if not already done; to secure her
capture? If practicable please answer by telegraph.

‘ - JOHN D. JONES,
President Board Underwriters,
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,

-

['I'elogram.)
NAVY DEPARTMENT, August 13, 1864—1 p. m,
Three vessels left New York Navy Yard yesterday afternoon; more
leave to-day. Vessels left Hampton Roads last night; more leave
to-day. Several vessels leave Boston to-day and to-morrow. Every
vessel available has been. ordered to search for pirate.
: GIDEON WELLES,
- ' Secretary of Navy.
JNo. D. JONES,
President Board of Underwriters, New York,
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Order of the commandant navy I&rd, Now Yotk, to Commander Ransom, U, 8, Kavy,k oom-
manding U. 8, 8, Grand Gulf, to go in search of the C. 8. 8, Tallahassee,

NAvyY YARp, NEW YORK, August 13, 1864,

Sir: You will proceed to sea, with the U. S. 8. Grand Gulf under
your command, in search of the pirate Z'allahasses, and exercise your
best judgment in shaping your course, B S

The following telegram was received from Fire Island last evening:
The Confederate steamer Tallahasses, commanded ‘b{‘th’n Taylor Wood, captured
1ast evening six vessels in latitude 400 19/ [N.], longitnde 729 27/ [W,], one of them
being pilot boat No, 22; made a cruiser of her, 8ixteen of the passengers and orew
have been landed here; the balance have been sent to New York by schoonoer Carrol,
The names of the vessely: Schooner Sarah A, Boyce, of Absecon, sunk; the pilot bont
No, 22, brig 4, Richards, of Boston, burned; bar ﬁayﬂtq(a, of Boston, burned ; brig
“{Carrie] Fstello, Boston, burned; schooner 4, Harton [brig A, ‘Rioharéar] , of Maine,
burned; schooner Carrol, of Maine, bonded for $10,000. The ZTallahasses has two
pipes, painted white; double screw; two small masts without yards, When last
seen was steering southeast,

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. PAULDING,
Commandant,
Commandér Gro, M. RANSOM :
Commanding Grand Gulf, New York.

[Telegram.]

: BROOKLYN, August 13, 1864,
_ . (Received at Washington 2:40 p. m.)
The Pontoosuc sailed at 8 p. m. last evening, the Folus at 10, the
Susquehanna at 4 this morning, and the Grand Gulf leaves to-day at
1 p. m. in pursuit of pirate. I seized 600 tons of ice, and we hope to
send Amphitrite to sea this evening, -
H., PAULDING,
Commandant,
Hon. GipEoN WELLES,

[Telegram.} -
NAVY DEPARTMENT, August 13, 1864,
Action approved in sending vessels, Advise Department of any-
thing new in relation to her.
GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.
Rear-Admiral H. PAULDING,
Commandant Navy Yard, New York.

Report of commandant navy yard, New York, regarding U, 8. 8, Grand Gulf.

NAvY YARD, NEW YORK, August 13, 1864,

Sir: The U, 8. 8. Grand Gulf, Commander Ransom, commanding,
left this yard this day at 1 p. m. on a cruise,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. PAULDING,
’ Uommandant.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington.
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| Telegram.}

PHILADELPHIA, August 13, 1864,
(Received at Washmgton 5:37 p. m.)
S1r: The Yantio and tugs Aster and Moccasin have gone in pursuit
of the Tallahassee.
0. K. STRIBLING,

o Gommandant
Hon, GIDEON WELLES.

Report of tho eommnndant navy yard Philndolphia regarding orders to vessels on that station
» for ergting in search of C, 's eﬂ“!‘ulluhmo.

OOMMANDANT'S OFFICE, U, 8. NAvY YARD,
Philadelphia, August 13, 1864.

Sir: I did not receive your telegram of yesterday until 11 p. m, to
gend the Mingoe, if she had not left, in pursuit of the pirate Tallakassce.
The Mingoeleft here on ‘Monday last. 1have sent the Yantio, Aster, and
Moceasin in pursuit of the pirate, ‘

The Yantie is on her trial trip, but this will not prevent her looking
for the Tallahassee, The tugs Aster and Moccasin are both fine, large
vessels, well armed and fast. I have directed them to keep together.
They are, I think, quite 8 match for the pirate, if they should meet her.

I have directed these vessels to cruise as far north as the light-ship
off Nantucket, and to use every effort to gain intelligence of the Talla-
hgssee, e;:,ind to pursue ber if any mformatlon of her movements can be
obtain

The Yantic is to be absent six days on her trial trip, and as the tugs
do not earry more than a week’s fuel they can not remain out beyond
that time, '

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

O. K. STRIBLING,
Commandant,
Hon,- GIDEON WELLES,
Seoretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O.

[Telegram.]

NewrorT, R. L, August 13, 1864.
(Received at sthmgton 5:20 p. m.)
Practice vcssels on lookout for rebel steamer Tallahassee, ,
G. S. BLAKE,
[Superintendent Naval Academy.]
Hon, GipEoN WELLES, :

Report of the commandant navy yard, Boitnn, regarding U, 8, 8. Tristram Shandy,

CoMMANDANT'S OFrICE, U, S, NAVY YARD,
Boston, August 13, 1864
Sir: I have the honor to state that the U, S. S, Tristram Shandy
sailed from this yard this day at 6 o'clock,
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. H STRINGHAM,
CJommandant.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washmgton, D. O,
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Iattor from Mosers, Dunham & Co., to the Becretary of the Navy rogmlingc!mterdm
stoamer Ericsson to the l!srv’y Dopu'tmem:’

NEW YORK, Awgust 13, 1864,

Rebel pirates are again - at work on our coast. We suppose the
Depa:@ment may intend to prevent this in future by keeping vessels
cruising constantly between Hatteras and Oa.pe Race [Newfoundland],
only going into port to replemsh coal and provisions,
 The steamer Kricsson is now in port, ready for service, She has
recently been put in (,omplete repair—has been replanked on" upper
works and furnished with new boilers—and is in every way ready for
eﬂ‘icient service. - She can carry any armament that may be necessary
and is well calculated for two heavy pivot guns. We propose to char-
ter her to the Department for six months, to be fitted for cruising for
‘pirates on this coast or elsewhere. She can carry coal for a thirty or
forty days’ eruise,

Respectfully, your obedient servants, N '
DuneAM & Oo,

‘Hon., GIDEON WELLES,
becretary of the Navy, Waalnngton, D. 0.

[Endorsement.)

Not wanted at present.

-

W([ELLES].

{Tologram.]

NEW YORK, August 14, 1864.
~ (Recelved at Washington 6:45 p. m,)

. The pilot boat thlmm Betl of New York, No. 24, was captured yes-
terday (13th) 35 miles southeast of Fire Island ;I.‘he pirate burned
pilot boats James Funk and William Bell and a ship, name not known,
Our vessels must fall in with her. They strip everybody of everything
valuable. Orew badly dressed and of all nationalities. Have sent
orders for San Jaomto to go to sea.

, H, PAULDING,

Oommandant,
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,
Seoretary Ncwy.

[Telogram,}

NAVY DEPARTMENT, August 14, 1864,
Send San Jacinto in search of pirate, going north as far as Halifax,
Have her sail soon as possible.
, GIDEON WELLES,
~ B | : Seeretary of Navy.
Rear-Admiral H, PAULDING, ‘ o
Commandant Navy .Yard New York,
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rtof Commander Ransom, U, 8. Navy, commanding U, 8, 8, Grand Gulf, of the disposi
Repe o?’the sbl.ndo::yo'd Amerioan brig Billow. o e e
At Seay Lat. 40° 24' N., Long. 71° 19' W., August 14, 1864,
Sir: I beg leave respectfully to report that I found this morning the
brig Billow,* of Salem, dismasted and abandoned in latitude 40°11' N,,
longitude 71°16’ W. Shehas the as)‘pearanceof having had her masts
cut away recently while under all sail. She is deeply loaded, apparently -
with bales of laths, The hull appears to be in good condition—unin- -
jured, - I have taken possession of her, and deemed it expedient under
the circumstances to tow her to Newport, R. I., being the most con-
venient port. - I have instructed the officer in charge, Acting Ensign
Oharles H. Oadieu, to deliver her to the collector or an'authorized agent
of underwriters at that place, taking his or their receipts in duplicate
for the said abandoned vessel and cargo. I will thence immediately
~ continue in quest of the pirate Tallahassee. S v
I have the honor to be, sir, very. respectfully, your obedient servant,
’ . EO0. M, RANSOM,
Yoo ‘ Commander,
Hon, G1DEON WELLES, ’
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.

i}
1

{'L'elegram.}
NEw YORK, August 14, 1864,
(Received at'W’a.shington 9:25 p. m,),

Mr. Oallahan, a pilot, has just called. Was captured in the William
Bell yesterday 30 miles southeast of Fire Island, He says the pirate
has two pivot 100-pounders and two 12.pounder howitzers. Mr, Oalla-
l(‘}m(li spoke the Susquehanna, and brings me the following from OQaptain

odon:

From what I learn from the captain of the Adriatio, burned yesterday (12th) by the
Tallahassee;, 1 will go over toward Bermuda to head her off. She may haye gone.on
the banks for a day or two, and by being in the neighborhood of Bermuda I may
drop upon her as she comes that way. 8he is out from Wilmington six days.

The pilot (Oallahan) thinks she has obtained coal from some vessel.
I will send the San Jacinto by the sound, I suppose she may want
coal, and consequently some delay.

H, PAULDING,
Oommandant,
Hon. GIpDEON WELLES,
: Secretary Navy.

e

Lotter from George W, Blunt, eaq., to the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting deseription of
: 0. 8. 8, Tallahassee,
, Avausr 15, 1864,
SIr: 1 send a description of the Tallahassee as given by two of our
pilots. She is a new vessel. The statement of her speed is exag-
gerated. - ‘

*Seuttled by 0. 8, 3. Tallahasseo,
N W R—VOL IIf—~10 ' .
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I hnrdly can congratulate you on the Mobile victory a8 the loss of
Oraven affects me much. 1 hepe you will have the traitor Buchanan
brought to the North, that he may be seen as an object of scorn and
contem{gt sl

ours, respectfully

o K ’ GEO. W. BLUNT.

Hon., G, WELLES.

[Enclosure,}

Tallahassee.—Length, about 230 feet, beam about 21 feet; draws 9}
feet; engines, 2, and 2 wrews, 2 pipes, pamted white; 2 masts when
in fall rig; lost T by coming in contact with the A4 driatio, Osn steam
14 or 15 cknots ‘with ease. Had about 70 men; only 10 seamen. Coal,
on deeck, in bags, - ; below, in bulk

A man formerly employed on {)oard & New York boat, who joined our
.Army, was taken prisoner and entered the rebel service; was on board
the pxmte. He stated that he was drafted to Join another vessel which
was being fitted out, but not being ready, he, with others, was placed
on board of the Tallahassce. .

Had on board 200 tons of coal when she left Wilmington,

'l‘hey will probably be supplied with coal, as Yates overheard a con-
versation between two officers in which the words latitude, longitude,
and coal were used.

i One of the officers told Oallahan that they would be out but a few
3Y8.

Y ates and Callahan are both pxlots who were taken prisoners, They
state that there was a want of order on board, and that little attention
was paid to any order except it came from thev captain of the privateer.

[GEO. W, BLUNT.]

o ———

Report of the commandant navy yard, Bostan, regarding the U, 8. 8, Dacotab.

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, U, 8, NAVY YARD,
Boston, August 14, 1864
Sir: I have the honor to state that the U, 8. 8. Dacotah saxled from
this yard this day at 12 o’clock m,
I am, respectfully, your obedient servaut,
S, H. STRINGHAN,

Commandant.
Hon., GIDEON WELLES

Seoretary of the Navy; Washington, D. O,

Report of the commandant navy yard, Boston, regarding the U, 8§, 8, Dumbarton,

OOMMANDANT’S OFFICE, U. 8, NAVY YARD,
Boston, August 14, 1864,
Sir: I have the honor to state that the U, 8, 8. Dumbarton sailed from
this yard this day at a quarter past 10 o'clock a, m,
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
8, H, STRINGHAM,

Oommandant, -
" Hon. GIDXON WELLES,

Secretary of the Navy, Waahangton, D. 0.
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Report of Capiain Taylor, U, 8, Navy, cotimsidivg U, 8. 8. Juniata, regarding the cruise of
pe p ’tlu’t vyulm’ou'ehd tlu{). 8. 8. Tallahasses.

~ U. 8.8, JUNIATA (Second Rate), -
Off Sandy Heok, August 14, 1864—4 p. m,

Sir: Finding it impossible to discharge the pilot on the night of ‘the
12th instant without waiting until after daylight of the following morn-
ing, and conceiving the five or six intervening Lours too valuable to be
lost, I determined to bring him with me, Signals were made repeatedly
to his boat, but elicited no response. - L B

I ran from Cape Heng'mto ‘the usual track of vessels bound from
the southivard of Oape Hatteras to Philadelphia and New York, and
then proceeded to the northward and eastward. I sighted the light-
ship off the capes of the Delaware last night at 10:30 p. m, From
thence 1 came, well offshore, to this point, I have seen nothing sus-
picious, nor have I been able to hear of any hostile vessel being in the
neighborhood. o IR g ;

I spoke a schooner a few moments ago which reported having passed
a United States gunboat off Fire Island.

I shall communicate with the light-ship and pilot boat, if possible, to
obtain jaformation, , ,

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. ROGERS8 TAYLOR,
Oaptain, U. 8. Navy.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, ‘
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. O, .

Report of Commander Downes, U, 8, Navy, commanding U. 8, 8. B. R, Cuyler, of expected
¥ departure from Hampten Roads in search of the O, . 8, Tallahassee. |

U. 8, 8. R. R. OuYLER,

, Hampton Roads, August 14, 1864,
Sir: I have to inform you of my arrival here ‘at 7 p. m. of the 12th,
with 17 tons of coal in the bunkers, Yesterday I commenced coaling,
and this morning at 4 a.m. received a telegraphic dispatch from the -
Department directing me to proceed to sea at once in search of the
pirate Tallahassee, going to Bermuda, and from thence working my way
northward and down the coast to Hampton Roads. I shallleaveabout -
noon, though I fear without sufficient coal to carry out these orders,
1 shall take the opportunity of transmitting to Kou my report of my
last cruise, and the last chase of a large side-wheel, two-smokestack
steamer, which I was obliged to abandon, running short of coal, though
not-until I had made him throw overboard a quantity of cotton,of

which I picked up 52 bales. :
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
, JOHN DOWNESB,

Uommander,

Acting Rear-Admiral 8. P. Leg, ,
Oomdy, North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, Beaufort, N, O,
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[Telegram.)

ForTRESS MONROE, August [15], 1864,
‘ , (Received at Washington 7 p. m.)
Ouyler sailed in pursuit of piratical vessel at 4 p. m, 14th instant.
Had one week’s coal. . ;
, , J. H. UPsHUR,
Licutenant-Commander, U. 8. Navy, Comdg. U. ;? 8. Minnesota.

Hon, G1DEON WELLES,

Report of Lisutenant-Commander Stevens, U 8, Navy, commanding U, 8.8, Pontoosus, of the
uuindth;tvmlhmnho?é.s.n.mmm

U. 8. GUNBOAT PONTOOBUO,
Off Portland Harbor, Me., August 15, 1864,
S1r: I have the honor to report that in obedience to orders from
Rear-Admiral Hiram Paulding, received August 12,1864, at 9:05 p. m.,
while at anchor at Sandy Hook, I sailed in pursuit of the rebel steamer
Tallahassee, proceeding down the south shore of Long Island, around
the Shoals of Nantucket, and arrived at this port at 3 o’clock p. m, this
day. 1 shall search the coast of Maine as far as Eas%)ort; then, if I
learn no tidings of the rebel ship, shall return to New York.
On the night of the 12th instant, at 11:30, I spoke the U. 8. 8. San
Jacinto off Sandy Hook, from Sand Key, Fla., bound into New York.
The following vessels have been boarded: Brig Alma, of Boston;
ship Young Mechanic, of Rockland; schooner Srow Flake, of New York;
light-ship oft Nantucket South Sheal; schooner D. Comstock, of New
London; schooner Alciape, of Lincoluville, Me.; schooner 0. Murray, -
of Bangor; British brig Ocean Pearl, of Windsor, Nova Scotia; schooner
Levant, of Warrentown; schooner Julia and ‘Martha, of i&oothbay‘
schooner Albert, of Jonesport; schooner Hornet, of Biddeford, an
schooner Oottage Girl, of Biddeford; but no information gained other
than that the ship Young Mechanio saw a burning wreck in latitude 39°
44/ [N.), longitude 71° 44’ |W.], on the afternoon of the 12tk iustant,
and at the same time saw a pilo& boat picking up stuff from the wreck.
On the 13th instant, in latitude 40° 23/ }N.], longitude 720 53/ [W.],
i)aased several burned spars and pieces of wreck., I shall sail at day-
ight to-morrow. ,
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedent servant,
GEORGE A, STEVENS,
Lieutenant.Commander.
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,

Seoretary of the Navy, Washington, D, O,

[Telogram,])

NEWPORT, August 15, 1864.

: (Received at Washington 10:45 a, m.)
Bark Glenavon, Captain Watts, destroyed by Tallahasses on 13th,
Nantucket light-ship bearin% N. W.GO miles, Captain and passengers
put on board a Russian ship for New York, Captain Watts reports
crew of Tallahassee 130 all told, Two pivot guns and one light gun on
forecastle, painted white; two smokestacks, one abaft the other; one
~ mast standing, the other carried away by a collision. Last seen yester-
day (14th) at 9:30, 60 miles S, B, of Nantucket light steerm% E. by 8.
Marblehead in pursuit was spoken yesterday morm{ng at 11 o'clock



1

OPERATIONS OF THE CRUISERS—UNION. 149

25 miles south of No Man’s Land, Other practice vessels guarding
entrance of sounds, Grand Gulf spoken off Block Island yesterday at
b p. m, and received above information. She steamed for Georges Shoal.
G. 8. BLAKE
[Oommoéore.]

Hon. GIDEON WELLES,

[Telegram.)
; v ~ BALIFAX, NOVA S00TIA, August 16, 1864,
Six vessels sunk yesterday 46 miles southwest Cape Sable by rebel
steamer Tallzhassee. Was off Yarmouth this morning, | E

' . U. 8. Oonsul,
Hon. Secretary WELLES,

Report of Acting Volunteer Lisutenant Brown, U. 8, Navy, commanding U, 8. 8. Dumbarton,
B of cruise of that vessal in soarch of the O, 8, 8 Tallahassce.

U. 8. 8. DUMBARTON,
Newport, August 16, 1864—2 a. m.

Sir¢ I respectfully beg to call your attention to the enclosed reports
of the executive ofhicer and chief engineer of this vessel. ‘ ,

The vessel does [uot{ leak so great a quantity as we would suppose
from the reports, but it takes the whole watch more than one-half the
time to keep her free, having only one pump to work, and that a very
poor one indeed. On Sunday night the watch never left the pump,
unless to hoist out ashes, from 8 p. m. till 5 a. m. She was not so bad
yesterday and last night, It is onlyin the after compartment that she
leaks, the forward one being quite tight. You will see by the chief
engmeer’:la report that he is unable to give us any assistance in freeing -
the vessel.

As the pilot had to-go to Boston anyhow, I thought it best to give
yoq]theffull particulars by him, a8 you will get them sooner than by
mail, ' ‘

"I respectfully request that you will telegraph instructions to me as
soon as possible. I shall wait until noon to-day for an answer from you.

I have cruised as far as Montague and spoken several vessels, but
none have seen the pirate, I spoke the U, 8, 8, Juniata about 4 p. m.
yesterday off Block Island. I parted from the Tristram Shandy about
3 p. m, She went into this place to put her pilot ashore. I have not
seen her since, : .

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. BRowN,
Aocting Volunteer Lieutenant, Commanding.

Rear-Admiral S; H, STRINGHAM,
Oommandant Boston Navy Yard,

Report of Acting Volunteer Lisutenant Brown, U. 8, Navy, commanding U, 8, 8, numhmn;
of the arrival of that vmm New Yo:lg in noed of repairs,

Off New York Navy Yard, August 17, 1864.
Sir: I respeotfully beg leave to report that on Sunday, the 14th
mstant, I left Boston in accordance with instructions trom the Depart- -
ment and from Rear-Admiral Stringham,
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At 4 o'clock p.m, sounded the pumps and found 12 inches of water
in the after compartment. The pumps were rigged and the watch set
_at work pumping, but after pumping two hours it was ascertained that
we had only gained 4 inches. I now called the chief engineer and
requested him to connect the bilge pump from the engine room and
pump the ship out. This he stated he was unable to do, as the bilge
cock and strainer were in the coal bunker, and that there were probably
50 tons of coal on them. Bet the crew at work pumping again and suc-
ceeded in freeing the vessel about 10 o’clock p.m, The watch was then
set to work hoisting out ashes, which occupied about one hour, and
upon sounding the pump it was found that she had 9 inches of waterin
(she sucks at 24 inches), and she was not freed again until 5 a, m, Mon-
day, the 156th,

This 1 attribute entirely to the inadequaté means we have for pump-
ing. There is only one small deck pump in each compartment, and.
thgy are very poor ones,

he speed of the vessel was now slowed down considerably, and we
were able to keep her free by pumping about two hours in each watch,
.Under these circumstances I did not think I was justified in proceed-
ing on the cruise with such inadequate means for keeping the ship free
from water, so I concluded to go into Newport and communicate with
Rear-Admiral S8tringham, which I did. While lying in Newport wait-
g a reply the ship did not leak over 6 inches an hour. This,in a ves-
sel like this ship, constructed with a long, flat floor, is & considerable
body of water. I received in reply to my communication to Admiral
Stringham the following: :

Proceed on your cruise, and if the leak continues put into New York and report to
the Department,

I immediately proceeded to sea, and the ship still continuing to leak
I put into New York. I respectfully beg leave to call the attention of
the Department to the enclosed report of the chief engineer.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H, BROWN,
Aocting Volunteer ILieutenant, Commanding.

- Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, O,

Report of Lisutenant-Commander SBtevens, U, 8, Navy, comm U, 8. 8. Pontoostie, of arrival
‘ st Eastport, Me., with no news of C, 8, 8, Tallahasseo.

U. 8. GUNBOAT PONTO08U(,
Bastport, Me., August 17, 1864,
Sir: I have the honor to report that I arrived at this port at 4 o’clock
this morning,
I can hear no news of the Tallahasses in this direction, and shall leave
immediately for New York,
I am, sir, very respectfally, your obedient'servant,
' ) GEO0. A. STBVENS,
Lieutenant-Commander.
Hon, GIDEON WELLES,

Seoretary of the Navy, Washington, D, O,
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[Tolegram.) \

HALIFAX [NovA SCOTIA], August 18, 1864.
; , Received at Washington 10:20 a, m.)
Tallahassee has just come into port. Will protest against lier being
coaled here,
. M. M, JACKSON,

. U. 8. Consul.
SECRETARY OF NAVY,

Report of the commandant navy yard, New York, transmitting report of Commander

U. 8, Navy, commanding U. 8, 8. Grand Gulf, of cruise of that vesse) in search of 0. 8, 8. Tal-
Iahassee.

NAvY YARD, NEW YORK, August 18, 1864.
Sir: I enclose herewith Commander Ransom’s report of his cruise in
the U, 8. 8. Grand Gulf, in search of the pirate steamer Tallahassee.
The Folus has also returned to this port, without having discov-
ered her.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. LupLow CASE,

\ For Commandant,
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, -

Secretary of the Navy, Washington.

[Enclosure.)

V U. 8. 8. GRAND GULF,
Navy Yard, New York, August 17, 1864,

Sir: I have the honor to report on my arrival here this evening
that I have cruised most diligently since the 13th instant as far east a8
longitude 580 60’ W., in latitude 40° N,, and to the northward, On
the 14th, in early morning, in latitude 40°© 11’ N,, longitude 71° 16’ W,
1 found the brig Billow, of Salem, dismasted and abandoned. ,

She had the appearance of havmq had her masts cut away recently,
while under all sail. She was deeply loaded, apparently with bales of
laths, The hull appeared to be in good conditiOn—-uninjured. ‘I took
possession of her, and deemed it expedient under the circumstances to
tow her to Newport, R, I., being the most convenient port., About 25
miles to the southward of fNewport I spoke the revenue steamer Miami,
by which I learned that on the 13th instant the pirate Tallahassee h
destroyed o bark about 60 miles S, E, from New South Shoal, I imme-
diately transferred the wreck in charge of Acting Ensign Charles H,
Cadien, to be towed by the Miami into Newport, and I stood off 8, B,
I cruised on the 15th in the region indicated as having been the scene
of depredations on the 13th, Six vessels were in sight in the evening
of that day from the northward and eastward, of which I spoke two—
» bark and a schooner, They had not seen nor heard anything of the
pirate; The small amount of coal then remaining on hand did not seem
to justify me in extending the oruige farther to the eastward,

Early in the morning of the 16th I found in latitude 40° 28’ N,,
longitude 69 44’ W,, the wreck of & bark, si)lit in two lengthwise, her
port side outside up and starboard side inside up, with masts, spars
8ails, etc., sll flonting together in a débris, shattered as if the vessel
had been blown up by powder. Apparently she was & new vessel, It
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was linpossible to discover her name or any trace which might lead to
it. She had met with her disaster evidently while under all sail, and
her masts and yards [and] every spar were broken. By great exer.
tion we succeeded in recovering from this débris an anchor of 3,062
pounds weight, a large quantity of rigging, sails, blocks, eto, While
:lﬁu‘s (imgt:ged we were spoken by the U, 8. 8. Juniata, also in quest of
e pirate, _ ‘ . o
The revenue steamer Miami had on board the master, Captain Watts
of the bark Glenavon, from Cardiff, bound to New York, which h
been burned on the 13thinstant. Hereported that the Tullahasseo was
exceedingly swift; could steam 18 knots; has two large guns, he thinks
IX-inch, and some broadside guns; a vessel of a thousand tons, with
& complement of 140 wen, ;
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Gro. M. RANSOM,
- - Jommander,
Rear-Admiral H, PAULDING,
Commandant Navy Yard, New York.

[Telogram,}

HALIFAX, NOVA BOOTIA, August 18, 1864,
(Received at V(’ashington 4:40 p. m,)
Tallahassce now taking in coal from Bermuda, Vessel may get off
during the night.
No Federal war vessel yet reported.
, : M. M. JAOKSON,
U. 8. Consul,
Hon. W. H, SEWARD,
Secretary of State,

{Telogram.]

BROOKLYN, August 18, 1864,
(Received at W’ashiugton b:40 p, m,)
San Jacinto has not sailed. Is coaled and ready with the exception
of engine, which is under repairs. Will go to sea to-morrow morning.
A, LubpLow OASE.
Hon, G. WELLES, )
Seeretary Navy.

(Tolegrawm,]

BROOKLYN, August 18, 1864,
(Roceived at Washington 9: 30 a, ., August 19.)
San Jacinto had but 20 tons of coal on board when the order was
received., She has since taken on board 300. Is repairing machinery
and will go to sen from quarantine to-morrow morning.
A, LupLow OASE,
Hon. GinEON WELLES,
* Secretary Navy.
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[Telogram.)

NAVY DEPARTMENT, August 18, 1864,
Proceed to Halifax without delay. '
. GiDEON WELLES,
Seoretary Navy.
Lieutenant-Commander GEO. A, STEVENS,
Commanding U. 8. 8. Pontoosuo, Eastport, Me.

Report of Commander Clary, U. 8. Navy, commanding U. 8. 8. Dacotah, of the cruise of that
) versel in search of the C. 8. 8. Tallahassee,

U. 8. 8, DAgoTAN, :
, Boston, August 19, 1864,

St T have the honor to report the arrival of this steamer at this
port after a short cruise in search of the rebel pirate Tallahassee, Pro-
ceeding to the eastward, consistent with your orders of the 13th instant,
30 to 50 miles from the coast, on the morning of the 16th, latitude 430
N,, longitude 68° W, just at the opening of the Bay of Fundy, fell in
with the remains of a recently burned vessel, apparently a schooner.
Again, during {,) m, of this &t at) day, saw what appeared to be the bot-
tom of another burned vessel. Following thisspoke an American fishing
schooner, who reported seeing o strange steamer, with one mast and
two smokestacks, then in chase of a vessel. The captain of her further
stated that the steamer had burned and destroyed several American
fishing vessels, also a collier; bonding the schooner 8. B. Harris, of
Portland, for #8,000, and putting the crews of the destroyed vessels on
board of her, This was in the vicinity of Seal Island (near Oape Sable),
Immediately steamed in that direction. About midnight made a red
light, and around it, seemingly, black smoke or bank of fog. Am of
opinion now it was the pirate steamer; that this light was used as a
decoy for some of our fishermen to respond to, as no such lights or sig-
nals are used by them. This was the night of the 16th. On the 17th
and 18th tried to get up the Bay of Fundy, under the impression that
the steamer would rin into some of the unfrequented anchorages about.
the Tuskets to coal, or, if he had seen us the night he showed the light,
would-have avoided that neighborhood and gone farther east,

The constant heavy fogs and strong tides made it almost impossible
for us to proceed or stem them, Our speed at no time, and under most
favorable circumstances, was but from 5 to 6 knots. w\a sighted Seal
Island and anchored with a kedge to hold us till the flood made, but our
hawser was cut and [‘wel had to proceed to sea. ,

Under such discouraging circumstances [1] considered it utterly use-
less to continue the search, so headed for Boston, with two days’ coal
remaining,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A, G, OLARY,
Commander, U, 8, Navy.

Rear-Admiral 8, H, STRINGHAM,
Oommandant Navy Yard, Boston.
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{Telegram.)

Forr MONROE, August 19, 1864,
(Received at Washington 3 p. m.)
I returned to this anchorage at 1 o’clock this morning. Have seen
nothing of the rebel vessels. Report of cruise by to-day’s mail.
WM. ROGERS TAYLOR,
Qaptain, U, 8. Navy.
Hon. GIDEON WELLES,
Secretary Navy.

¢ [Telegram.]

NAvY DEPARTMENT, August 19, 1864.
Ooal at once and be ready for orders, The Department had hoped
that you had gone toward Halifax. :
GIDEON WELLES,
, ; Secretary of the Navy.
Qaptain W. R, TAYLOR, U, 8. Navy
Oommanding U, 8. 8, Juniata, H'ampton Roads, Va.

Report of Captain Taylor, U, 8. Navy, commanding U, 8, 8. Juniata, of the arrival of that
Yoassl at Harapton Boads from oruise tn search of O, 8, B, Tallahasses.

U. 8. 8, JUNIATA (Second Rate),
; Hampton Roads, August 19, 1864,

Sir: After closing my letter of the 14th instant, a copy of which is
enclosed, I communicated with pilot boat No. 7, of New York, and
received from her intelligence of the capture of the pilot boat'q}ames
Funk (No. 22), and of the subsequent burning of the Adriatic by the
rebel cruiser fi’allahassae off Montauk Point, The pilots were confident
that she would be found in that vicinity, and I therefore proceeded
immediately to that point, and arrived there early on the following
morning, Off Block Island I spoke the U, 8.8, Dumbarton, and between
Point Judith and Gay Head the U, 8, 8, Tristram Shan&y, both from
Boston, Lieutenant Devens informed me of farther depredations of
the Tallahasses, and that she was last seen on the morning of the 13th
instant about 60 miles 8. E, of Montauk, steering to S8, 8, H. I then
proceeded to the southward and eastward, and on the morning of the
16th, about 40 miles 8, S. I, of Nantucket South Shoal, communicated
with the U. 8, 8. Grand Gulf Oommander Ransom gaveme inforinga-
tion of the Tallahasses up to the 13th instant, when she burned‘a vessel'
about 60 miles south of Davis S8hoal. The Grand Gulf was alongside
of a wreck saving property. For a long distance the sea was covered
with fragments, Having learned from Lieutenant Devens that the
Dacotak was cruising to the eastward of Nantucket Shoals, and:from
Commander Ransom that he intended: to proceed directly to ﬁew York,
I ran about 15 miles farther to the southward and eastward, and then
shaped a course for the capes of the Delaware, with a view of the Grand
Gulf and this ship covering as much ground aspossible. At 9 p, m, of
the 17th I arrived off' the light-ship, and then steered 60 miles S, 8, B.;
from thence we came directly to Cape Henry, During this cruise I
have communicated with sixteen vessels, but from none have I been
able to gain the slightest intelligence, except from the Grand Gulf and
Tristram Shandy.
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At 1 a.m, of this date I anchored at Hampton Roads, and this morn-
ing communicated: with the Department by telegraph. The enginesof
the ship require some repairs and adjustment before she can be con-
sidered in serviceable condition, I enclose herewith a report of the
chief engineer of this date. I shall fill up with coal immediately and
proceed with the engine repairs as rapidly as possible. The Depart-
ment will be informed at the earliest moment of their completion.

The enginés have performed well during this cruise. There has been
no occasion to stop them in the six days of our absence, the greater
part of which time we have been running at full speed. ‘

- I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, -
~ W, ROGERS TAYLOR,
L Oaptain, U, 8. l(’a’vy.

Hon. GIDEON WELLES, R ~

Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.
\

i

Report of the commandant navy yard, Philadelphis, of the return to that station of the U, 8.
tugs Aster and Mocoasin from a search for 0, 8, 8, Tallahassee,

CoMMANDANT’S OFFIOE, U, 8. NAVY YARD,
- - Philadelphia, August 19, 1564,
Str: I have the honor to report the return of the tugs Aster and
Moccasin from their search after the Tallahassee. They boarded many
vessels, but could obtain no information to justify a further search for
the piratical vessel. ) ; :
Thereis a slight defect in the machinery of the Aster, which will detain
her for three days, if not otherwise ordered. I shall send her to the
Western Gulf Squadron, as directed by your telegram of the 8thinstant.
Is the Mocoasin to be continued as a guard boat at Fort Delaware?
- I'have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
- ' C. K, STRIBLING, .
) Commandant, -
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, - o
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D, O.

| Telegram.]

5 NAVY DEPARTMENT, August 19, 1864,
Have Grand Gulf and Holus coaled and ready to sail before sundown,
vif wanted, How soon can Isonomia be ready to.sail?
GIDEON WELLES,
T Secretary of the Navy.,
Rear-Admiral H. PAULDING, - e
Commandant Navy Yard, New York.

[Telegram,]

. . NAVY DEPARTMENT, August 19, 1864,
Order.